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CAN YOU FLY THE TARDIS: 
"THE HOTTEST TICKET IN THE UNIVERSE’ 


DoctorWhoExperience.com 
KENSINGTON OLYMPIA TWO, LONDON 0844 209 7354 


постом wing 
EXPERIENCE 


--4 This interactive 
|| journey takes you 
"| and the Doctor 
. | on a spectacular 
. adventure though 
time and space. 
Step though the crack in time and 
help the Doctor, armed with his Sonic 
Screwdriver, escape from his enemies, 
fly the TARDIS and come face-to-face with 
some of the scariest monsters seen on 
screen including Daleks, Cybermen and 
Sontarans. 


. Packed with amazing special effects 


4 and exclusive filming with Matt Smith 


- this multi-sensory experience is a 
perfect Christmas treat for the Family 
-  gnd fans alike with 
the first ever 
Doctor Who themed 
. grotto on selected 
dates throughout 
December! 


Out of this world 
Christmas gifts 


Looking for inspiration for unusual 
Christmas gifts this year? The all new 
Any Day Ticket allows you to purchase 
а ticket to the Doctor Who Experience 
without committing to a particular 
date or time, making it an ideal 
Christmas treat for families and fans 
alike. And the onsite shop at Olympia 
Two features an extensive range of 
Doctor Who themed gifts. 


ИИ 


SAVE £5 OFF 
ADVANCED TICKETS! 


QUOTE CODE ІШІ? 


"Offer excludes merchandise packages, valid on tickets purchased befor 
3an nuary 2012, booking fees may apply 


707900007 
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IT'S THE NEAREST THAT ANY OF US WILL EVER 
GET TO BEING IN THE SHOW’ 


THE TIMES 


DoctorWhoExperience.com 


= 


3 7) J to be able to climb through а 
7 massive Christma 

in your living room, | 
yourself in a snowy) 


“> "It’s а wonderful concept - 
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eason's greetings! 

To celebrate Christmas 
we've gone a little bit retro 
with our cover for this issue — 
which deserves a bit of an explanation. 
People are often saying things like 

"It wouldn't be Christmas without [insert 
practically anything in here]... but for 
me — and no doubt for you tog'— one 

of the many joys of the festive season 

is receiving the Christmas double-issue 
of the UK's best listings 
magazine, Radio Timés, Those 
| beautiful artwork covers аге 
| a tradition that go right 
back to the magazine's 
very first Christmas issue, 


а |, back in 1923. The cover 
< y | you can see to the left 


| is the Christmas 1924 
edition of the RT — only 
the magazine's 65th 
issue ever — a beautiful 
Î piece of artwork from 
1 the British artist 

БИ ‘Abbey’ (who had 
also painted the 
previous year's inaugural festive 
cover). | don't know how old 
‘Abbey’ was when he painted 
these early RT covers — or if 


20 BILL BRILEY PRODUCTION NOTES 
22 ARABELLA WEIR GRLLIFREY GUARDIAN 
24 MAURICE COLE BEYOND THE TARDIS 
25 HOLLY EARL GALAXY FORUM 

he lived long enough to know 
26 ALEXANDER ARMSTRONG COUNTDOWN TO 50! asta tradition hai crested 


Series Thirteen (1975/76) | à у 
| FEATURES | THE TIME TEAM / — but for me, and millions of 
, : : | 1 4 others, the anticipation of the 
16 CHRISTMAS PREVIEW feoda z me Cree ЫН р 1 arrival of the Christmas Radio 
28 THE DOCTOR, THE WIDOW COIRICSTRIP | Times is pretty much the most 


AND THE WARDROBE a eec be exciting thing — 4 | 


32 THE WATCHER'S GUIDE R BATTLE OF WITS | to happen all ША Tu 
TO CHRISTMAS THE DWM REVIEW 


| year, because 72 
40 THE DWM REVIEW OF 2011 КОРЕЮ зда that J Nadina 


44 THE FACT OF FICTION CROSSWORD 1% Christmas is 
The Abominable Snowmen SEASON SURVEY FORM almost feret. 
90 THE WACTHER’S NEXT ISSUE : | certainly 
CHRISTMAS QUIZ WOTCHA! а remember 
loving the 
1994 cover (pictured 
right), painted by Bob 
Venables, updating 
the 1924 original. 
As you can tell, 
this was the image 
| had in mind when 
| commissioned the 
very brilliant Vince McIndoe to paint a 
cover for this issue of DWM. Somehow 
it all seemed to fit — the Doctor with his 
two best friends; the mother (Madge) 
and her two young children (Lily 
and Cyril)... ah, the spirit of a family 
Christmas - | can almost smell the mince 
pies already! | hope you love Vince's f 
painting as much as | do. 
This Christmas, of course, 
there's another brilliant 
Doctor Who Special 
on the Big Day 
itself, so | hope 
these 100 pages 
will keep you 
fully entertained 
till then. 
Avery | 
merry Christmas 
to one ! 
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kay, sometimes 1 don't know what you 
want to hear - have you noticed? No 
stop, don't all shout at once. 1 have taken 
steps! I have exploited the wonders of 
the modern age. Twitter! Yes Twitter 
even old men like me know what online 
social media is - it’s just like socialising 
with people, except without the socialising and the 
people. And this time, instead of guessing what you 
want to know, I've gone ahead and asked 

So here are some question from Twitter: (Yes, 


down wiv da kids, me!) 


GNMatthews68: How can the Doctor go from 
universal legend to silent shadow? 

Well, wait and see - maybe it won't be so easy 
Though he's always kind of иеа between the two. 
hasn't he? Some weeks - usually if there's an old 
enemy to face - he's the mighty legend. And the next 
episode he’s a daft stranger in a bow time, bluffing 
his way through the door. One of the big strengths 
of Doctor Who is that he can be both. without any 
contradiction. 1 suppose what I found interesting 


(and it seems I'm not the only one) was what a 


carefree, larking-wanderer makes of being an icon 


and terror to so many. We'll see - more to come 


GBarnabyDick: Will we ever find out about those two 
years taken from Captain Jack's memory? 
I don't know. Ask Russell. No, ask me. No, ask 
Russell. Fact is, 1 wrote it in on a whim, in The Doctor 
Dances, just because it fitted the scene, and give Jack a 
bit of mystery. Russell liked it, but worried wed then 
be stuck with it. I offered to take it out, and he said 
yes. And then, no. And then, yes, hang on, no, maybe 
oh why are you doing this to me, Steven, l'm busy! 

And then Russell left, and I cook over, and 
1 figured it would probably be my problem. And 
then Torchwood came back and I figured it would be 


Russell's. So ask Russell. No, ask me... (Look, we'll 


figure out something some day, I promise... ) 


@davenav: Who let the Doctor out of the Pandorica? 
ven to him by 


Rory, using the sonic screwdriver g 
a future Doctor who'd already been let out of the 

Pandorica by Rory, using the sonic screwdriver given 
to him by a future Doctor who'd already been let out 
of the Pandorica by Rory, using the sonic screwdriver 


given to him by a future Doctor... (repeat infinitely) 
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Steven Moffat - Doctor Who's big boss! - 
answers your Twitter questions for DWM... 


@eltownendjones: Doctor Who is unlikely to ever 
come to an end, but in a mad fantasy world where it 
does, what should that ending be? 

The TARDIS explodes in the sky (again) causing 

a huge amazing meteor storm, and a little boy 

опа mountain-side looks up and resolves in that 


moment, to run away to the stars - and the little boy 


is, of course, the Doctor. No, you're right, that s lame. 


Tell you what, let's NEVER END IT 


&APoliceBox: When do we get an official product 
release of River's Diary - With Spoilers Included? 
Oh, can't be done. Never mind the spoilers 

1 glanced through it once and I'm still blushing. 
Bad woman. Bad, bad woman! 


&Ta Mant Taís: Did River stay in prison all her 12,000 
life sentences? 
The complete details of her incarceration have be 


n 
hard to пай - mostly because she's hardly ever there, 
what with hair appointments, parties, and a police 


box turning up most nights. 


@SDElsden: What is your favourite production period 
from 'old' Doctor Who and why? 

1963-1989. I'm with Spilsbury. It's all brilliant 

I used to try to have lots of ‘interesting’ opinions 
about different eras of Doctor Who, but the fact is, 
in my heart, I just loved it all, and never missed an 
episode. In all of telly-watching there is nothing so 


compromising of honesty, or so draining of joy, as 


the desire to have an intere 


ting opinion 


?0zzyBaxter: What's up with that razor-burn you 

get on your jaw? I've seen it a couple of times in 
interviews. Looks painful. 

This isn't a good story. This will worry you about 
me. At the height of the Who plus Sherlock stress 

hell, I was sitting on a train, musing about my script 
deadlines and (as | thought) gently stroking my chin 


What are you doing?" asked my wife 
I'm thinking! 

But what are you doing to your chin? With your 
knit it 


self-harm on a train to 


fingers, it's like you're trying to. 

And there's your answer 
Cardiff 
there, Confidential leapt out at me, and announced 


the old, old story. Of course, when I got 


that we'd be doing interviews covering several 


episodes. Ah well. Thank God no-one noticed, eh? 


@mavarin: In the Library, 
River asked whether the 
Tenth Doctor had done 
Picnic at Asgard. Did she 
have any unseen adventures 
with that Doctor? 

In my head, she did. And yes, Asgard was No. 10. 


May not have been an adventure, strictly speaking, 
She probably just ambushed him with a hamper! 


@Bumble Toes: In the Big Bang Two reset, were the 
Leadworth ducks saved? (And if not, why not?) 
Oh, Lordy. From the start, 1 had this single idea 


that the ducks, like Amy’s parents, had been sucke 
through the crack in time. And to round everything 
off, in the very last shot of the series, we'd see the 
l'ARDIS fade away, leaving us with a shot of the 
duckpond, and some happy little ducks. Then, at the 
last minute, we had to relocate the scene to Amy's 
back garden, and it never happened. So! There you 


go! Nice thought, never happened. Oops! 


@8thmanbound: Were the eye drives a homage to 
Nicholas Courtney's famous /nferno anecdote? 


Of course, yes. 


@Dr_Smith14: What is the name of the race of 
memory-proof aliens who belong to the Silence order? 
I can't remember 


@wmalgal: Will there ever be an actor over the age of 
40 playing the Doctor again? 

Oh, I should think so. There's no rule, you know. 

All that nonsense I've heard spouted about 
demographics and the Tivilight audience, never 
played any part. There was, for the record, a 30-year 
age range in the actors considered for No. 11, We 
cast Matt because Matt was the best man for the role 


and that will always be the reason 


@paul_scoones: Has your experience as Doctor Who 
producer affected your opinions of the production 
values of the old days? 

Well it’s increased my admiration. | know how 
murderous this show is to make, and those guys 
were doing it for no money, and in no time. In 


particular, I think John Nathan-Turner in Insanely 


Ambitious mode (Earthshock, The Caves of Androzani 
Remembrance of the Daleks) was something to behold 
Movies, on a sitcom budget, from a multi-camera 


studio. Amazing! 


@TheDoctorOfWho: Will we ever see the deleted River 
and Nazi scenes? 
No. Because there weren't any. 


@smurfjedi PJK: Is it true that a new Doctor Who 
movie will ‘re-write’ the story? Please say it's not so! 
А movie may happen, I hope it does. But it will not, 
repeat not, rewrite Doctor Who history. Not on my 
watch anyway, and I don't think anyone else would 
ever be silly enough to insult the audience like that 


@Mantoniap: How much do you allow the actors to 
‘improvise’ or 'ad-lib' within any given scene? 
Doesn't happen that often, but there's a belter in 

The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe. Matt threw in 
an extra line that 1 liked so much I asked for it to be 
included. It includes the words ‘duvet’ and ‘bear’. 


&Chalbo100: What was the first Doctor Who story you 
ever wrote (including childhood scribblings)? 

The Night of the Bhards. By me and Billy McColgan 

d 12. There was a moment of Pure Drama 


both 


when the Doctor discovered that the aliens had a 
planet-wide self-destruct device. Just a button on a 
console, marked (helpfully) Doomsday Button - Do 
Not Touch. And as I type, it's just occurred to me 
that I still have the script somewhere. Sorry, excuse 
me — I have to go and burn down my house... ІШІ 


L THE LATEST OFFICIAL NEWS FROM EVERY 


GALLIFREY WI GUARDIAN 


CORNER OF THE DOCTOR WHO UNIVERSE... 


h! 


iscover a magical 


What secrets are hidden in the forest 
in The Doctor, the Widow and the 
Wardrobe? Find out on Christmas Day! 


world at Christmas! 


his year’s Doctor Who 

Christmas Special, The 

Doctor the Widow 

and the Wardrobe, 

will premiére at 7pm, 
Christmas Day on BBC One - and the 
stars of the show will be promoting 
the adventure on TV and radio. 

Matt Smith has had a busy couple of 
months promoting the series. Following 
the Doctor's striptease auctioning of his 
clothes for the annual Children in Need 
appeal on 18 November (see page 8 
more more details), Matt was a guest 
on BBC One's Breakfast on Monday 21 
November. Chatting to Bill Turnbull and 
Sian Williams, Matt talked about the 
series’ future, and confirmed that they 
“shoot another 14 [episodes] starting 
in February. A whole series and a 
Christmas Special [for 2012]. And going 
into the 50th anniversary [in 2013] — 
a 50th Anniversary Special! " 
Friday 25 November saw the release 

of the BBC's Christmas trailer which 
features a host of stars and celebrities 


that will be appearing in the BBC's 
Christmas programming. Amongst the 
celebrities are Matt and Karen playing 
a challenging game of Twister with 
a Cyberman! 

There will be more promotion in 
the coming days - Arabella Weir, who 
was due to appear on Channel 4's 
Drop Down Menu on Wednesday 14 
December will feature on ITV1's Lorraine 
on Tuesday 20 December, where she 
will talk about her guest starring role 
as Billis. In addition, the Friday 23 
November edition of The Graham 
Norton Show will feature Matt Smith 
amongst Graham's festive guests 

Other appearances by cast members 
on TV and radio are still being arranged 
at the time of going to press — so keep 
your eyes peeled! 


In November, entertainment industry 
newspaper Variety printed a story 
that a Doctor Who feature film is in 
development. The story claimed that 


the film is being produced in association 
with BBC Worldwide Productions and 
the director was named as David Yates, 
who has been at the helm of recent 
Harry Potter movies. Variety printed 
comments from Yates, who suggested 
that a Doctor Who film was in the 
pipeline, but was several years away 
from fruition 

Variety's article also implied that 
a Doctor Who movie adaptation 
would not follow on from the current 
television series, and would create 
its own continuity. Inevitably, the 
newspaper article led to a huge amount 
of speculation in the press and on the 
internet, that any potential Doctor Who 
movie would be a ‘reboot’, casting 
а new Doctor, and not following the 
continuity of the television series that 
started in 1963 

However, following the rumours, 
Doctor Who showrunner Steven 
Moffat clarified the situation: "The very 
brilliant David Yates was talking off 
the cuff and a little prematurely: there 


The Kraals return to menace the 
Fourth Doctor in a new full-cast 
audio drama from Big Finish. 


Costumes and props from the 
history of Doctor Who are put under 
the hammer at the auction house 
Bonhams in London. p8 


The Doctor's clothes raise £50,000 
for Children in Need as Doctor Who 
helps the charity break records. p8 » 


simply are no developed plans for a 
Doctor Who movie at the moment. But 
it's an incredibly exciting idea to get 
that magic blue box flying across our 
Cinema screens, so stand by for further 
developments. 

“However, if and when, the movie 
happens it will need to star television's 
Doctor Who - and there's only ever one 
of those at a time. And it would need 
to come out of the same production 
operation that makes the series. Doctor 
Who is a vitally important BBC brand 
with a huge international audience and 
not even Hollywood can start this one 
from scratch 

"So sorry if there's been any 
confusion, but on the plus side it 
has reminded us all what an exciting 
prospect this could be. Whatever 
happens, the BBC and BBC Worldwide 
will work together to ensure that we 
don't just get a movie, we get the 
movie that everyone wants. But keep 
asking me about it — maybe |"! surprise 
you with an answerl " 
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| Who history 


under the 
hammer! 


onhams will be holding 
its latest Entertainment 
Memorabilia auction in London 
on 15 December. 

Among the lots for sale are a large 
selection of Doctor Who items. The majority 
are costumes from episodes of the series 
shown since 2005 - some worn 
by David Tennant and Matt 
Smith. However, two items 


Released this month by Silva | 
Screen is the soundtrack for the 
latest series, titled Doctor Who: 
Series 6. The double CD features 
composer Murray Gold's scores 
from all 13 episodes of the 2011 
series. Featuring 66 tracks in 
total, the album includes / Am 
the Doctor in Utah from The 
Impossible Astronaut; | See You 
Silence from Day of the Moon; 
Run Sexy from The Doctor's 
Wife; River's Waltz from A Good 
Man Goes to War; 36 Years from 
The Girl Who Waited; Over Your 
Shoulder from Closing Time; and 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart 
from The Wedding of River Song. 

Doctor Who: Series 6 is 
available on CD from 19 
December. For more details, | 
see www.silvascreen.com 


Bid for the Doctor’ 
wedding costume 


ore story titles have 
been announced for 
The Fourth Doctor 
Adventures, the 
forthcoming audio 
series from Big Finish starring Tom 
Baker, which launches in January 2012. 
Following the first season line-up of 


There are three additions to 
the Doctor Who costume t-shirts 
range this month — the Second 
Doctor, the Eighth Doctor and the 
Tenth Doctor. Priced £16.99 each, 
these are all available exclusively 
at Forbidden Planet. 

Also out this month are five 
new Character action figure sets: 


Destination: Nerva, The Ren ance Man, 
The Wrath of the Iceni, Energy of the 
Daleks and Trail of the White Worm, the 
The Chase, Enemies of the First run climaxes with The Oseidon Adventure 
Doctor, Enemies of the Third by Alan Barnes. The story 
Doctor, The Keeper of Traken Jameson as Leela, while Geoffre 
and The Caves of Androzani. 
See www. forbiddenplanet.com 
for more details, 


o-stars Li 


Beevers reprises his role as the 
Master. Th 
for guessing the identity of the 
monsters — the Kraals from the 
e back to 
invade Earth again, after 


are no major prizes 


planet Oseidon 


Father Christmas has set up 


his grotto at the Doctor Who their foiled attempt in 
Experience in London (see the 1975 TV story 
www,doctorwh@experience. The Android Invasion 


“The Kraals are 
great villains,” says 


com for details). Santa (or Jeff, 
as the Doctor knows him), 

will be delighted to see all 
good boys and girls for a £5 


executive producer 
Nicholas Briggs. 


supplementary charge until "| was recently 
21 December. The Experience reminded of their 
w > currently has a festive great story potential 
theme, with exhibits when | presented a 
including Kylie DVD documentary for 


Minogue's The Android Invasion, 
Voyage of the strangely enough at 
Damned outfit, and the location where I first 
the Robot Santas first met Tom Baker, for the Myth 
seen in The Christmas Makers videos! They're one 
Invasion. of those monsters that had, 


shall we say, some physical, 
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assuming 
you haven't 
had the coat 


herald from the earlier years of the series. 
One is described as the preliminary design 
artwork for the cover of the first Dalek 
Book published іп 1964 — a full colour 
illustration in watercolour and gouache 
of a Dalek. The second 'vintage' item 

is an original spaceship model from the 
Seventh Doctor adventure Battlefield, 
measuring 20 inches in diameter. 

Among the costumes on offer from 
more recent episodes are the Eleventh 
Doctor's stylish tux, silk scarf and top hat 
ensemble which he wore to Amy and 
Rory's wedding in The Big Bang; a suit 

and teacher's gown with 

mortarboard worn by David 
Tennant when the Doctor 
was masquerading as John 
Smith in Human Nature/The 
Family of Blood; four Smilers 
costumes from The Beast 
Below; a Clockwork Robot 
costume from The Girl in the 
Fireplace; and an Adherent of 
the Repeated Meme costume 
from The End of the World. The ‘monster’ 
costumes do not include masks. 

There are a total of 39 separate 
Doctor Who lots in the auction with 
estimated starting bids ranging from 
£100 for a maid's costume from Tooth 
and Claw, to £4,500 for the Battlefield 
Spaceship model. You can find out more 
at www.bonhams.com. 


visual shortcomings that are easily put right 
on audio. We're giving them a new, vibrant 
lease of life here." 

Looking ahead to 2013, Mary Tamm will 
return as Romana, and John Leeson as K9, 
in a run of new stories set after the Key to 
Time adventures. Season Two opens with 
The Auntie Matter by Jonathan Morris, in 
which the Doctor and Romana are hiding 
from the Black Guardian on Earth, 
where an alien creature has designs 
on the Time Lady. Julia McKenzie 
(Marple, Cranford) guest stars as 
Aunt Florence, while Alan Cox 
is Grenville. 

Next up are The Sands of Life 
and War Against the Laan by 
Nicholas Briggs, two consecutive 
releases with a continuing 
story. David Warner guest 
stars as Cuthbert, Toby 
Hadoke is Mr Dorrick, 
while Hayley Atwell 
(star of Hollywood 


Moorkurk 
A long overdue 
reunion takes place in 
The Justice of Jalxar by 
John Dorney, as the Fourth 
Doctor calls in on his old 
friends Henry Jago (Christopher 
Benjamin) and George Litefoot 
(Trevor Baxter) while on 
a trip to Victorian London 
"It was an absolute joy to 
bring these characters and 
actors back together," says 


off his back 
a тегш 


үз 


Doc's togs 
raise dosh 
for sprogs! 


octor Who has helped to raise 

tens of thousands of pounds 

for this year’s BBC Children in 
Need appeal. During a star-studded 
evening of fund-raising on Friday 
18 November, the Eleventh Doctor 
stripped off his clothes and put them 
up for auction on eBay - where they 
sold for a whopping £50,000! 

Other Doctor Who-related items 
auctioned off included a Pudsey signed by 
Matt Smith (£1800) and art by The Sarah 
Jane Advenures stars Ап! Mohindra, 
Daniel Anthony and and Tommy Knight 

Children in Need raised a record- 
breaking on-the-night total of over 
£26 million and donations can still be 
made at www. bbc.co.uk/pudsey. 


he Master and the Kraals 
gang up on Tom Baker! 


E mne pitt 5 case. 


producer David Richardson. "John Dorney 
has written a brilliantly witty and exciting 
script, and the recording day was like a 
party, as everyone instantly clicked together 
after 34 years apart. Of course, there's 
something new as the infernal investigators 
meet Romana for the first time - and Jago 
becomes a little smitten 

In the following story, the TARDIS 
lands on the ocean floor in the future in 
Phantoms of the Deep by Jonathan Morris, 
where an alien life form is about to be 
discovered. This tense, atmospheric story 
stars Alice Krige (Star Trek: First Contact's 
Borg Queen) as Doctor Patricia Sawyer. 

The titles and quest cast for the final two 
episodes of Series Two will be announced in 
a future issue of DWM. 
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‘Meet thieistan би 
Creators’ Directors 7 
> Doctor Who Uncut 

LIVE DEMONSTRATIONS, DISPLAYS AND 0$Аѕ WITH SERIES EXPERTS: — 
SPECIAL EFFECTS | COSTUME AND PROPS | PROSTHETICS AND MAKE-UP DEMOS ` 
DOCTOR WHO MERCHANDISE AND COLLECTABLES і 


NO ONE GETS YOU CLOSER | 


For details and to buy tickets: ducam 


Dominic May tells us what the 
great and the good of Doctor Who 
are up to over the festive season... 


Eccleston Verdict 

W Christopher Eccleston was named Best 
Actor at the International Emmy Awards in 
New York on 21 November for Willy Houlihan 
in Accused (a second series including 
Sheridan Smith and Olivia Colman has 
been commissioned). Eccleston claims Pod 
Clock in BBC One's The Borrowers (airing on 
Boxing Day, 26 December, at 7.30pm) is “the 
most challenging role I've done physically, 
because one of the conditions for me playing 
the part was that | did all the stunts.” 


More Awards! 

№ Karen Gillan, nominated again for 

the Glenfiddich Spirit of Scotland Awards, 
presented Best Design at the Evening 
Standard Theatre Awards on 20 November 
where Sheridan Smith collected Best 
Actress for Flare Path (she and William 
Gaunt also received Clarence Derwent acting 
awards from Equity). On 16 November Eric 

& Ernie (executive producers Piers Wenger 
and Beth Willis/director Jonny Campbell) 
was awarded Best Television Short-Form 
Drama by the Writers' Guild. Suranne Jones 
won Best Performance Drama for Scott and 
Bailey at the RTS North West Awards on 19 
November with Phil Collinson's Coronation 
Street Best Continuing Drama. On 30 October 
Theatre Awards UK declared Derek Jacobi a 
master craftsman for King Lear. 


Moffat's Three Doctors 
№ Matt Smith told BBC One's Breakfast on 
21 November that he, David Tennant and 
Peter Davison attended Steven Moffat's 
50th birthday party on 19 November. Arthur 
Darvill performed his own music during 

a reading of the play / ¥ Peterborough at 
the Key Theatre on 24/25 November. Alex 
Kingston, who presented Outstanding New 
Teacher of the Year at Downing Street on 


Big Blue Box is an unofficial 


2 November, returned to The Late Late Show 
with Craig Ferguson on 16 November. 


| It's Behind Who! 


| Œ John Barrowman, who recorded 


BBC Two's Never Mind the Buzzcocks as 
presenter on 30 November, is the lead in 
3D effects filled panto Robinson Crusoe and 
the Caribbean Pirates at Glasgow's SECC 
Clyde Auditorium from 17 December until 

7 January (Tickets via 08443 954000). 


Colin comes to tlinner 
in Come Dine With Me. 


Colin Baker, who features in Channel 4's 
Celebrity Come Dine with Me over Christmas, 
is Fleshcreep in Jack and the Beanstalk at 
the Mansfield Palace Theatre until 8 January 
(01623 633133). Frazer Hines is Muddles 


| and director of Snow White and the Seven 


Dwarfs at the Skegness Embassy Theatre 
from 14 to 31 December (08456 740505). 


Bonnie Langford is Fairy Fuchsia with Dalek | 


voice Royce Mills as Dame Trott in Jack and 
the Beanstalk at Guildford’s Yvonne Arnaud 
Theatre until 8 January (01483 440000) 


Panopticon Pantocon 

№ Marshall Lancaster is Abanazar in Aladdin 
at Newark's Palace Theatre with John Challis 
in the same role at Weston-Super-Mare's 
Playhouse. Terrence Hardiman is Squire 
Skinflint opposite Leslie Grantham as the 
Demon King in Mother Goose at The Stag, 
Sevenoaks. Don Gilet is Fleshcreep in Jack and 


Saturday 14 January 2012 
Trinity Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, Kent 


BIG BLUE BOX 


A one-day celebration of Doctor Who in aid of Compaid, with appearances from 


LOUISE JAMESON, SUSAN JAMESON, PAUL MAGRS, 
JOHN DORNEY, JONATHAN MORRIS and others 


(subject 10 work commitments) 


PLUS! special screenings, signings and much more 


Tickets £25 (all profits going to charity) available at 
www.trinitytheatre.net or call 01892 678678 


Compnid is n registered charity number 1064150 ммм сот. org.uk 


елі for fons and is not endorsed by the BBC or any of its licence holders. 


Christopher 
Eccleston is 

on the run in 
The Borrowers, 


the Beanstalk at Dunstable's Grove Theatre, | 
while Brian Blessed is Giant Blunderbt s | 
voice in another production at Durham's Gala 
Theatre. Inquisitor Lynda Bellingham is Fairy 
admother in Cinderella at Birmingham's 
Hippodrome. Richard Gauntlett is writer, 
director and Nurse Pickle in Sleeping Beauty 
at Norwich Theatre Royal. The Sarah Jane 
Adventures’ Nigel Havers is Captain Hook 
in Peter Pan at The Hawth, Crawley. Stuart 
Organ is Baron Hardup in Cinderella at 
Hornchurch's Queen's Theatre, Lucy Baker 
(aka Lucy Benjamin) is Mrs Darling in Peter Pan 
at the Mayflower in Southampton. 


Theatre Treats 

W Billie Piper won rave reviews for her 
performance as Carly in Reasons to be Pre! 

at London's Almeida Theatre (020 7359 4404) 
until 14 January, the script rewritten on 
account of her pregnancy. One Man, 

Two Guvnors with James Corden and Trevor 
Laird is at London's Adelphi Theatre until 

25 February. Simon Callow is in А Christmas 
Carol at London's Art Theatre until 14 January. 
Sophie Okenedo is Julie in Haunted Child at 
London's Royal Court Theatre until 14 January. 
Mark Benton is Perks in The Railway Children 
at Waterloo Station until 8 January. 


Christmas Film & TV 

№ (ТУТ includes Penelope Wilton and Hugh 
Bonneville in Downton Abbey's Christmas 
Special (Christmas Day, 9pm), Sarah Smart 
and Bill Paterson in Fast Freddie, the Widow 
and Me (27 December, 9pm), Sheila Hancock 
and Pooky Quesnel in Just Henry (18 
December, 7pm), Charles Palmer directing. 


Poirot: The Clocks (Boxing Day, 9pm) with 
Lesley Sharp and Geoffrey Palmer (also 
in BBC Two's Rev Christmas episode with 
Olivia Colman and CBBC's Lost Christmas) 
Channel 4 features Alexander Armstrong 
in Edwardian sitcom Felix and Murdo (28 
December, 10.35pm) by Simon Nye. 


Festive BBC 

№ BBC One offerings include 
90-minute comedy Lapland 

(Christmas Eve, 10pm) 

directed by Catherine 

Morshead featuring Keith 

Barron and Julie Graham, 

the return of Absolutely 

Fabulous (Christmas Day, 10pm) 

with June Whitfield and Comic 

Relief Doctor Joanna Lumley, The Gruf 
Child (Christmas Day, 6.30pm) featuring 

voice artistes James Corden and Shirley 
Henderson, Fern Britton Meets... Brian Blessed 
(18 December, 10am), and Great Expectations 
(27-29 December, 9pm) with Frances Barber, 
Claire Rushbrook and Harry Lloyd 


Frances Barber 
has Great 


Quickies 

№ David Troughton provides Christmas 
readings at St Mary's Church, Warwick 

(21 December). Mark Gatiss is raconteur 
of Radio 4 Extra's The Man in Black Series 
Four until Christmas Day. ІШІ 


Dominic May thanks NGW Ltd, David Saunders, 
Alasdair MacFarlane, Diane Benjamin, Michael Bruce, 
Ava Eldred, Chris Chibnall, Jason Haigh-Ellery, Richard 
Marson, Russell T Davies, Richard Mills, Graeme 
Wood and various Doctor Who cast, crew, agents and 
websites for input into 2011's Beyond the TARDIS. 
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Advertisement 


Join Storm Force, the RNLI's club for young people, and get: 
“ a membership pack with crew bag, pencil set and tin, stickers, 


bumper activity booklet, poster to colour in and postcards 


four issues of Storm Force magazine a year; featuring real-life rescues, 


news, acti 
and competitions with cool prizes 

* your unique membership ID card 

“ anew badge for every year you are a member. 


ities, comic strips, water safety advice, educational articles 


All this for just £7.50/€10.50 per child per year! 


J- 


INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 
(£7.50/€10.50 per child per year) 


Full name of new member: 


Address: 


Postcode 


Girl Boy O Date of Birth 


Purchaser's name (if different from above) 


RNLI membership number (if applicable) 


Address (if different from above) 


Postcode 


Please enrol my (relationship) as a Storm Force member. 


The membership pack will be sent to the member. Please send me/them* the renewal 
form. (*Delete as necessary). 


Whole classes, Scout, Guides and other Youth groups are eligible for special 
Storm Force Group Membership. Please call for more details. 


To find out more call: 0845 121 4999 


or email: stormystan(drnli.org.uk 


ity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736), Charity numbe 


HY 2678 


PAYMENT METHOD 


1 enclose: Cheque for the amount £/€ 


ref. SF11/DW12 


Please make cheques payable to ‘Royal National Lifeboat Institution’ 


Or please debit my (please delete as appropriate) 
Master Card / Visa / Switch / Delta / Laser 


Card number Security number 


| ЦО [I] 


Valid from (if on card): — / _ / _ 


Issue No (if on card): | 


Expiry Date: / / 


Name (block capitals): 


Signature: Date: 


(Please ensure that the address you've given is valid for your payment card) 


Return completed form on the left to: RNLI, Freepost BH173, 
West Quay Road, Poole, Dorset, BH15 1BF 


We never give your information to other organisations for marketing purposes. Your details 
will be used by the RNLI and passed to RNLI trading companies only. We would only give 
your data to another organisation if required to do so by law. If you do not want to receive 
information about other ways to support the RNLI, tick here L_J DPA 


таса 
таса 


Lifeboats 


* SERVICE PROVIDER TELECOM EXPRESS, 0870 3804868. 
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Birthday wishes, 
future hopes, extras 
that are essential... and the 
Doctor - naked! It’s your letters! 


octor Who was 48 years old on 
D 23 November 2011! Readers sen! 

in their congratulations to DWM. 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DOCTOR! 
Happy 48th birthday, Doctor Who! 
I think it's exceptional that the show 
has lasted this long. From its humble 
beginnings it has faced innumerable 
problems, and even been cancelled. 
But you know what? The fan base 
stayed strong through those hard 
times. Whatever the circumstances, 
they remained passionate, which 
| think is beautiful, because 
| think the fans are what 
make a show. Doctor Who 
has some brilliant fans to 
make it such a brilliant 
series, So let's don our 
fezzes and bow-ties, pack 
our sonic screwdrivers and 
go fight evil and injustice, 
while offering some delicious 
jelly babies. I'm so glad to call myself 
a Doctor Who fan — here's to 50 years 
and many more to come! 


HANNAH GRIFFITHS (15) EMAIL | 


In ttle of Wits in DWM 441 
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| THE 11 DOCTORS...? 


Re DWM 4415 A Battle of Wits: I'm 
totally in agreement with Johnny 
Candon on this one. | think that most 
Doctor Who fans are expecting a multi- 
Doctor story of some sort іп 2013. 

For a show to last this long is 
extremely rare and should be celebrated 
as indulgently as possible. As for Toby 
Hadoke's point about the laborious 


| task of explaining previous Doctors 


to the audience - we've kept up with 
plenty of head-spinning plots in the 
last couple of years, so | think 
we can handle the Doctor 
meeting himself. Without 
a multi-Doctor story, the 
anniversary would be 
like a Christmas turkey 
dinner without those 
little sausages wrapped 
up in bacon - all very nice, 
but you'd be left feeling that 
something was missing. 
RICHARD BREWER EMAIL 


It was interesting to read the debate 
regarding Doctor Who's forthcoming 
50th anniversary and how best to 
celebrate it in A Battle of Wits. In terms 
of the show itself, | wouldn't bring 
back old Doctors. However what's to 
stop an animated Special with as many 
actors from the history of the series as 
could be mustered? The Doctors and 
the companions could be shown in their 
prime, and those Doctors no longer 
with us could perhaps be played by 
the likes of David Troughton and Sean 
Pertwee? Just a suggestion 

DANIEL CLEMENTS EMAIL 


How about a mini-series in the spring 
of 2013; seven episodes, each with a 
different 'companion'? Starring Tom 
Baker, Peter Davison, Colin Baker. 


OH DOCTOR. 
ФО YOU LIKE 
ит? | KNITTED 
(Т ESPECIALLY 
FOR You! DIG 
НАТ CRAZY 


PATTERN! 


aR 
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5 soon as | read in DWM 440 
я about the Doctor Who ОМО 
signing event in Westfield 

Stratford on Monday 21 Novernber, 
I was planning my journey. The night 
before, | caught the train to London 
The train journey took nearly four 
hours — and by the time | got to the 
store it was 1.30am Monday morning. 
At about 3am, some people came 
bearing the TARDIS! About an hour 
before the signing, | started getting 
very lightheaded and had to keep 
going for walks to calm the excitement 
a bit - there was a point where | was 
standing on the spot swaying. I'd never 
been so excited in my life 

After making plenty of Doctor Who 
fan friends, and 12 hours of queuing, 
І eventually got to meet Matt Smith, 


I'd like to see a dramatisation of the 
production — one of those BBC Four 
things about the birth of the series. 
Bunny Webber clacking away at a 


| typewriter and Sydney Newman being 


all Canadian and shouty when the pilot 
turns out to be poo. An Asian director, 
а female producer... it's the stuff BAFTAs 
are made of! 

MATT WEST FACEBOOK 


For the 50th anniversary, the past 
Doctors could be concealed under 
modern-day prosthetics — look what 
the make-up department did to Neve 


N 
W 
¥ 


г 
Аа 
ШУ. | 


TER у. 


iA 


МИ 
. 


Ai 


Matt, Karen and Arthur 
ow off the new DVD box 
$0. Don't faint, Melissa! 


Karen Gillan and Arthur Darvill as 
they signed my DVD box set. Nothing 
could have made me happier - they 
were so genuine and kind, the most 
wonderful people anyone could ever 
hope to meet. 

I'm sure I'm not alone in saying that 
it was the most surreal and amazing 
experience of my life - and | really 
should be thanking my new friends 
for supporting me as | nearly passed 
out with joy! No joke. It was a close 
one. Thanks to the organisers for the 
opportunity of something so incredible! 

MELISSA SEARLE (16) AXMINSTER 


Melissa's letter wins her a copy of the 
latest Eighth Doctor audio adventure, 
Army of Death, out this month from 
Big Finish priced £14.99, 


McIntosh as Madame Vastra and Mark 
Gatiss as Gantok. They could portray 
Carrionite Wizards, Silurian Scientists or 
under-developed flesh-gangers. 

STEVE BRYANT FACEBOOK 


Sylv as a Sontaran? Hmm... While some 

speculated about the future, others were 
ng the box set of the 2011 series. 

TALES OF THE NIGHT 


I've just seen the five bonus scenes on 
the new DVD box set, Night and the 
Doctor. My favourite is Good Night, the 
second one, which features the Doctor 


Z, by baxter 


— 


МУ DEAR JO, WHY, 
(75 DELIGHTFUL! 
| PROMISE | SHALL 

WEAR ІТ EVERY DAY... 


SEND YOUR LE 
Email: 


Те Д-Т ۹ r 


TTERS TO... Galaxy Forum, Doctor Who Magazine, Brockbourne House, Mount Ephraim, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN4 8BS. 
jm@panini.co.uk (marked ‘Galaxy Forum’ in the subject line), or visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/doctorwhomagazine 


and Amy. It showed their friendship in 
a new way, shedding new light on their 
relationship. | loved it! 

KATHERINE HARRIS EMAIL 


forthe 


4 (наз 
770) 
Doctor and Ату 


The Night and the Doctor scenes on the 
box set provided a fascinating insight 
into the character of the Doctor. Not 
only that, but one of them also filled in 
an important chapter in the saga of the 
Doctor's relationship with River Song 
This beautifully-acted scene, titled Last 
Night, isn't a ‘DVD extra’ in my opinion 
— it's a DVD essential! 

GARY DAKER EMAIL 


While it was nice to discover what the 
Doctor, Amy and Rory get up to after 
lights out in the TARDIS bedroom, | was 
a little disappointed not to see Rory in 
his jim-jams, adventuring after dark. 
Maybe if he comes back next series? 
(Pretty please, Mr Moffat?) 

МІСКІ CLEMENTS LONDON 


Note 


DWM 440. 


FINAL SALUTE 
It's rare for me to agree with Graham 
Kibble-White's reviews, but after 
reading his piece on The Wedding of 
River Song, | disagreed so intensely with 
his opinion about the Brig's death, | felt 
I had to get in touch 

Nicholas Courtney's passing had to 
be acknowledged in the context of 
the series; the Brigadier and his real- 
life counterpart have played such an 
important role down the years, that 
this event deserved more than a mere 
episode dedication. To have done so 


Feeling his age! The Fourth Doctor 


gets surprisingly more beardy in 
The Leisure Hive than the Tenth 


does in The Sound of Drums 


in any other way than through the 
concurrent demíse of the on-screen 
persona, would have done a great 
disservice to both the memory of Nick 
and his many, many fans. 

That the man who defended his 
planet against the Master, Daleks ánd 
Cybermen, who faced death numerous 
times and survived should have passed 
away in such quiet environs somehow 
seems strangely fitting. That it should 
have occurred when the Doctor wasn't 


looking makes it all the more poignant. 


It made clear that for even one of 
the Doctor's most loyal and enduring 
friends, death cannot be avoided 
indefinitely. 

GAVIN MACLEAN MANCHESTER 


SOMETHING SPECIAL 
In Gary Gillatt's review of the Day of the 
Daleks (DWM 440) Special Edition, he 
makes no bones about his dislike of the 
new effects, | couldn’t disagree more. 
One thing above all that used to annoy 
me growing up with the show was bad 
or failed special effects. The fact that 
such effects jar so badly and let down 
an otherwise faultless production is 
proof that such overhauls are needed 
in this digital age where good special 
effects are taken for granted 

1 applaud the Restoration Team for 
having the courage of their convictions 
to go ahead despite a vocal minority 
who simply won't or can't accept that 
bad effects simply won't wash with 
modern audiences. 

| would love to see lots of classic 
Doctor Who from Pyramids of Mars 
to Invasion of the Dinosaurs get this 
treatment. Expensive? Maybe, But | 
would love every bit of it. As a 49-year- 
old-fan (I remember The Power of 
the Daleks), the new edition of Day 
of the Daleks wins hands down. Why 
would | want to watch the old edition 
ever again? 


ROGER SHORE BELFAST 


SHOCKING Omission! 

Once again, in this, the show's 48th 
year, a frankly shocking omission 
occurred: where oh where was Karen's 


DEAR DWM 
We know that the Doctor 
has lived for hundreds of 
years - but at what rate 
does his body age? 

SUSAN THOMAS EMAIL 


DWM REPLIES: Well Susan, let's look 
at the evidence. In1967's The Tomb of 
the Cybermen, the Second Doctor says 
he's about 450 years old. Now, as there 
was a (seemingly) continuous run of 
stories between 1966's The Tenth Planet 
and Tomb, we can assume that the First 
Doctor was also about 450 when he 
breathed his last — no spring chicken to 
look at, admittedly, but damn good for 
his years! 

But what did the Doctor look like as 
a child? In 1980's untelevised Shada, 
Romana recalls being a Time Tot, and 


Steel Octopus?! We've been promised | 
its appearance in Doctor Who for more 
than 44 years now! Yes, the star of Blue | 
Peter's famous 1967 ‘Design A Monster’ | 
competition, as judged by Second 

Doctor Patrick Troughton, is once 

again neglected by the show: no hint 

of its groping tentacles, its juddering 
half-sliding, half-having-issues-with-the- 
studio-floor movement, its beady eyes, 

or its tendency to only appear in public 
when surrounded by dry ice. 

Come on, Mr Moffat, you even let a 
reference to one of the stage plays get 
past your red pen this year! | can but 
hope that the Octopus is finally able 
to get its turn in the spotlight by the 
show's 50th anniversary, and help repair 
the years of fandom's collective neglect 
шн EMAIL | 


Still.no Steel 
Octopus. Blub! 


Get over it Nick, it 


PRIVRTE PRTRICK 

DWM 441 was an excellent issue. 

| particularly liked the article about 
David Troughton; interesting what 

he said about not doing conventions 
because he doesn't want to answer 
questions about his dad, Sometimes we 
forget that great actors are still people, 
and we don't really have a right to pick 
over the details of their personal life. 
JEPHCOTT FACEBOOK 


GARETH 


in 2011's A Good Man Goes to War 
the Doctor takes out his cot out for 
Melody Pond. Elsewhere, in The Sound 
of Drums, we see the Doctor's most 
notorious contemporary, the Master, 
as an eight-year-old child, staring into 
the Untempered Schism. So, from this 
we can assume that the infant Doctor 
aged like a human - beginning life as 
a baby and becoming a child before 
developing over 445 years or so 
into the crotchety old man who 
abducted lan and Barbara in 
Totter's Lane. 
However, when the 
Doctor's age has been 
artificially accelerated, 
the signs of aging 
are more evident, In 
19805 The Leisure 
Hive, the Doctor 
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be spectacular! 
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READER In NEED 
Oh great! The Doctor gets his kit off for 
Children in Need. Personally I'm not so 
keen on seeing the Time Lord's 900+ 
year old pecs (or any other part of him) 
Nor am | bothered about seeing Matt 
Smith’s flesh. Therefore, being neither 
female nor gay, | must join those who 
are wailing and gnashing their teeth at 
the lack of a similar offer from Amy! 
MIKE SIVIER FACEBOOK 


The Doctor wasn't actually naked - he 
never mentioned underwear while he => 


Puzzled? Confused? Quizzical? Send all those | 
knotty Doctor Who posers for us to answer! 


apparently ages 500 years inside the 
Recreation Generator, and it shows; 
while іп 20075 The Sound of Drums, 
the Master ages the Doctor 100 years, 
and his Tenth incarnation appears to 
age nearly as much as a human might. 
Most recently, between saying 
goodbye to Amy and Rory in The God 
Complex and meeting them again 
in The Impossible Astronaut, 
the Eleventh Doctor claims 
to have lived another 200 
21) years. However, there's no 
visible sign that he's got 
any older, so there's always 
the possibility that he's lying 
about his age. If he's telling 
the truth though, the 
evidénce suggests that his 
natural aging process is 
very slow indeed.. 
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of Who-related 
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Doctor Who Christmas cast sing 
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Who cast crew guarrorock 


David Tennant, Catherine Tate and Ј‹ 
Barrowman say goodbye to departir 
Ru Davies and Julie Gar 

ch YouTube for: Doctor 


Who ballad guarrorock 


in 2009 


4 was describing each piece of his outfit, 
so presumably he still had it on under 
the hologram. Or he could have taken 
it off at the same time as the trousers. 

1 don't think anyone would want to 
bid for someone’ 
auction anyway. 


underwear on an 


4ERSON FACEBOOK 


ESTION OF CHARA 
As a collector of Doctor Who 


figur 

Character Options ha splendid 

job this year, with new Doctors, new 

articulation and some new, fun sets. 

It's been a great year for collectors 

In future, | hope Character releases a 

figure of the Doctor in his long coat 

(from Closing Time), a new sonic 

go with the 5” line, 

Madame Kovarian, the Minotaur, 

Handbots and perhaps even some 

more Peg Dolls (the Peg Soldier figure 

will seem lonely if it's the only one!) 

And | understand that next year they 

are finally going to bring out a Rory 

figure! Yes, a Rory at last! Hot diggitty! 
HARRY W STEENSON BANGOR 


think that, in 
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SOMETHING FOR THE DADS 
There's been a lot of furore around the 
cost of the official convention in Cardiff 
year. Well, yes, it's not cheap, but 
really it's about time the adults got their 
own quality event. | loved Doctor Who 
Live and The Doctor Who Experience, 
but the primary demographic for those 
events was the kids. | for one am happy 
that at this event the focus will be on 
the more mature, seasoned fan. That's 
the thing about our favourite show - 

it can be different things to different 
people at different times of t| 
| for one can't wait 
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І have been reading your magazine 


ever since it underwent a redesign to 
welcome the Ninth 
favourite parts is 


Doctor, 


ee the 


e of my 
t by Ben 


section. I think 


Willsher in the review 
t would be great if you could print 
some more of his work, or — better 


still — include it as a er as its truly 


amazing; failing that it w 


uld be great if | 
you could offer them for download 
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June's SHO 
Firstly, may | say wha 
you all do in creating a water-tight 
magazine that all of us regulars may 
sometimes take for granted. We are so 
used to you finding everything Whovian 
and fitting it all in with exquisite detail 
and. best of all, a great amount of 
heart. Although the other day, someone 
certainly di take you for granted. In 
fact, you made her day. 

My career as a producer and director 
in theatre means that often | get to 
work with wonderful actors who have 


antas 


June Berger" Blandenjoys 
The Fact of Fiction in DWM 441! 


appeared in Doctor Who over all of his 
regenerations. One of these wonderful 
people | actually teach classes for in a 
theatre school in Surrey. On the day 

| was due to travel to the school to 

do my usual classes, | had spent the 
morning hunting down the latest copy 
of DWM for my train journey. Sadly, 
not every newsagent in London stocks 
DWM. It's ridiculous! | finally made it 
on the carriage and as | opened my 


freshly printed copy, who was staring 
back at me, but the lovely June Bland 
(Earthshock, Battlefield) in all her glory 
in your Fact of Fiction. Or to put it 
another way: my boss! 

As soon as | arrived at the school, | 
showed June the many images and facts 
you had assembled about her episode 
and it absolutely made her day. She even 
showed the many young students that 


ON THIS MONTH... 
10 YEARS AGO 


It's December 2001, and professional fans 
consider the return of Doctor Who to TV... 


THINGS TO COME? 

‘When's it coming back?’ was the 
plaintive cry on the cover of DWM 
312, while the contents page 
grumbled, ‘So this is Christmas, and 
what have they done? Another year 
over and they still haven't returned 
Doctor Who to the telly, that's what.’ 
The TV Movie, broadcast over five 
years previously, had по led to а 
new series, but fans remained ever- 
hopeful that Doctor Who would, one 
day, return. However, expectations 
had been lowered - as the lead 
feature in the mag, 50 Essential 
Questions, revealed 


| 


а 
== 
am 
| 


гета 


When questioned by DWM's 
Jonathan Blum, Queer As Folk script 
editor Matt Jones was realistic about 
the show's image. "I don't think the 
BBC sees Doctor Who as comparable 
with, say, Pride and Prejudice, and 
therefore is very unlikely to spend 
that much money on it." TV writer 
Gareth Roberts added, "| suspect it's 
not a matter of Doctor Who coming 
back... but rather selling it to the BBC 
and the audience from scratch." 

A tough sell, then. So, assuming it 
returned, what would it be like? "The 


now go to her for acting, singing and 
dance lessons — many of them perplexed 
why the Cybermen looked the way they 
did, but most in awe to know that their 
humble principle had worked with that 
illustrious Time Lord. 

June still continues to teach, act and 
direct and sends her best wishes to all 
who read DWM 


A KEATES 


REW 


ALL ІП TH тү? 

So how long before the penny drops 
and we learn that Rory Williams and 
Torchwood's Rhys Williams are related? 
Because what the Williams family needs 
is a more complicated genealogy. 


shape of TV will no longer accept 
a half-hour serial format,” asserted 
television researcher Andrew Pixley. 
“It doesn't exist.” Writer and actor 
Mark Gatiss disagreed: "| really don't 
think 50-minute episodes or TV 
movies suit it,” 

А new series wouldn't need to 
be that expensive, reckoned Gareth. 
"You don't need CGI, that's a silly 
myth. You could take a deliberate 
decision to do Doctor Who as an 
atmospheric, character-led series 
with creepy moments rather than 
spectacular ones, which would bring 
costs right down. Better scripts than 
Doctor Who ever had are what you 
really need." Ouch! And how big 
an audience could the show get? 
"The series' old ratings could only be 
dreamed of now by broadcasters,” 
Mark sighed wistfully. "Ten million! 
Just imagine...” 

Ah, ye of little faith! 


THE ONE AND ONLy! 
Elsewhere in DWM, a 
new audio ‘Doctor’ was 
revealed by Big Finish 

— Christopher Biggins, 
star of The One Doctor 
by Gareth Roberts 

and Clayton Hickman. 
“The script is hysterically 
funny!” thought Biggins. 
Also starring was Matt Lucas, fresh 
from his hit radio series Little Britain. 
“David Walliams, who | write with, is 
a big fan," revealed Matt, "... so | feel 
like an honorary Doctor Who fan!“ 
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Тһе Doctor, Г 
the Widow: and. 
the Wardrobe . 


` Are you feeling Christmass 
yet? Good! Let's ramp up the 
excitement further, as we 


< count down to the Big Davy... 
Preview by BENJAMIN COOK 
ж he Christmas Special is always a big 
- deal Май Smith, "bur this is one 


of my favourite Doctor Who episodes 
ever, for a number of reasons: the scale 
of it, the tone of it, the Doctor at 
Christmas... It's him at his best. He's on 


his finest form 
The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe is Matt's 
second Christmas Special as the Doctor, Last year's 
A Christmas Carol vetold the Charles Dickens classic of 
” the same name, and this year's Special is a riff on CS 
Lewis! 1950 fantasy novel The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe, in which some Blitz evacuees find a magical 


world through a wardrobe in a forgotten attic. It's also 
а DWM tradition to ча 
Christmassy Doctor Who Christmas Special there has 


ever been 


so - the most 


because 


Last year's was quite deliberately doing Dickens 
of both 


beat for beat,” says Steven Moffat, the 


я Christmas episodes, "and the Doctor even 
acknowledged it, whereas this one is more about the 
idea of visiting a snowy landscape from your living, 


T 
ге that's where he p 
Hey, that'd be a cool thing to do at Christmas!" 

‘Ther 


room, It's magi ¢ Doctor de mention the 


novel, but I'm s the idea from 


omething wondrous about having snow 


everywhere, on set, in the middle of September,” says 
Matt, when DWM catches up with him during the 
filming of The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe. “Гус 
always wanted to go, ‘I know it's September, but look 
at all this snow! It's Christmas come early.” 

This is in September, though. Won't he be sick of it 


all by Decen 


- 5 " "No, because Поуе Christmas. Christmas is the 
a uo Dept What's not to like about Christmas 


DWM loves Christmas, too... but, like, once a year 
VUE ул. but two Christmases are fine when you're the 
* Doctor. Imagine being Doctor Who on Christmas 
Day. It's incredible. You have your Christmas dinner 
- and then you get to watch Doctor Who - which you're 
PS. 
ust a massive dream-come-true, really” > 


+ 


int That vod as it For me and Steven 


$ ж” Moffat, it's 


„Гл usually called 
- the Doctor. Or 'the 
caretaker’. Or ‘Get 
Ғ Off This Planet." 


THE DOCTOR 
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gica 
and ac 
The I 
his bi 
iviour 
Doctor W 


ime impuls 


Doctor Who, ar 
me in my | 


"ne 
ith it at some 
lefinitely as a cartoon [tk 
thur [Darvill, who pl 
r Д the са 
The BB action version [in 1 
didn't th ү s >s must stand the te 
of time. 
“It's a wonderful concept, to be able to climb 


through into another ity, and Steven's 


imagining of it is... І mean, on Christmas Day, 
to climb through a portal, ve Christmas 
present in your sitting room, and find yourself in 


how cool is that? ТІ 
sality to it. Anyone, culturally, c 
understand the concept of climbing into another 
world. It has the essence of magic, 


Cyril (Maurice Cole) 
discovers 
wonderlal 

b 


a Wipter 


The Doctor and lily 
(Holly Earl) іп somewhere 
not at all like Fairyland 


The Arwells 
at their new 
Dorset home 


rive 


Christmas Doctor Who episodes always have to 
have that." 

In The Doctor, the Widow and the Wa 
for the first time on TV, the Doctor 
are young children - brother and sis 


drobe, 
companions 


ter Cyril and 
Lily (called Lucy in Steven's earlier drafts, after the 
first child to find the wardrobe entrance to Narnia 
in The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe). “It feels 
like a different companion relationship, rather 
than the Doctor talking down to them,” explains 
producer Marcus Wilson 
as they get. They're 1940s kids, but they 
probably, in some ways, a little hardier than 
kids these days. They're not glued to mobile 
phones. They’re adventurous.’ 
Cyril and Lily are played by Maurice Cole 
and Holly Earl, “a couple of great actors, 


‘They give as good 


re 


who really brought the characters to life, 
ch had a different 


says Marcus, " 
dynamic with Matt - and so did Claire 
[Skinner, who plays their mum, Madge], 
so you don't feel as though you're 
lacking an adult companion 
The supporting cast includes TV 
presenter and comedian Alexander 
rmstrong as Cyril and Lily's 


Arabella Weir as an alien soldier, 
Billis, from the fifty-fourth century 
and stand-up, musician, and 
Doctor Who fan Bill Baile: 
Billis’ commander, Droxil. 
“You're always trying to cast it 
Steven, 


as 


as big as you can,” say 
“without contravening what the 
show is. 

Of course, most actors must jump 
at the chance to be in Doctor Who -? 


father, RAF pilot Reg; Fast Show star 


CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 
2011 


STARRING Matt Smith, Claire Skinner, Maurice Cole, 
Holly Earl, Alexander Armstrong, Arabella 
WRITTEN BY S 


DIRECTED ВУ Farren Blackburn 


eir, Bill Bailey 


steven Moffat 


QUOTE 
ШҮ 
fairyland?” 

THE DOCTOR: * 


ипошоте 
1 don't understand. 15 this place real? Is it 


and?! Oh, grow up, Lily! Fairyland 
looks completely different," 
ІП R NUTSHELL 
Christmas Eve, 19 of London 
crash lands in a field 


II. He qot dressed 


On the outskirt 


spaceman - or an angel, possibly 
He's injured. Не can't get his helmet 
in a hurry, And he's looking for a police telephone box 


Two years later, Madge Arwell and her two children, 
Cyril and Шу, are evacuated from London to escape 
the Blitz 


caretaker, panthers in the attic (allegedly 


to a house in Dorset, with а mysterious old 


and a forest 


in a box, in a sitting room. This is set to be the best 


Christma’ were it not lor Madge’s terrible secret 


THE DOCTOR 


Well, the ones that 


y 'yes' do. People do turn 
us down.” He laughs. “1 always think they're 
humourless bastards, but it does happen. It seems 
inconceivable to me, but there are people who 
don't get Doctor Who. We have a little dark list 
somewhere of people who have said, ‘I’m not doing 
that! I'm not going to tell you the names on that 
list. Until I leave the job. At which point 
think you must be boring if you don't like any of 
Doctor Who. Most people, it has to be said, smile 


! 1 just 


when you say, ‘Doctor Who’, even if they're only ап 
occasional viewer, even if they only watched it 20 
years ago.” 

When we last saw the Doctor, in The W 
River Song, he promised to step back into the 


ding of 


shadows, having become too famous. "He's making 
good his promise,” says Steven, “but it's not that big 
a deal for him. That's what he always was, just a 
madman in a box. He didn’t ever mean to be the 
other thing. He didn't mean to be the grand hero. 
He hasn't got an agenda. He hasn't got a plan. He's 
just trying to go to a beach or a party, and happens 
to get involved in things. 1 didn't mean to come 
here! That's why I've got a rubber ring and a 
swimsuit on!' He's still a bit guilt-riddled [following 
the events of the 2011 series], but I don't think the 
Doctor ever feels guilt for terribly long. He's too 
irresponsible. He's so unsupervised, so off on his 
own - and he gets lonely, so he could never go 
without a companion for long." 

"Having, essentially, made Amy miss the growing 
up of her child, 1 think he's taking a hard look at 
himself and how he travels 


considers Matt, "and 
trying to be che most unselfish version of himself 
that he can be. 
in. Being around people, and being around kids, 

reminds him how much he's missing Amy and Rory. 


but Christmas Day just draws him 


Me and Farren [Blackburn], the director, were 


talking about the scene at the top of this episode 


where the Doctor is showing Madge and the kids 
around Granby House [to where the family has been 
evacuated] and what he's done to it... We've based it 
around the idea that, since Amy and Rory left, the 


Doctor has been caged up. He's had no-one to share 


things with, But he has to show off. He hi 


to go 


‘Look at what I've been doing! Та-даа! He's just 
really excited to see people. 

DWM readers will be particularly thrilled by 
several nods, in The Doctor, the Widow and the 
Wardrobe, to episodes from years gone by, including 
The Caves of Androzani (1984) and The End of the 
World (2005). 
Steven, “but how many fanboys are there now? 


“It’s a fanboy thing,” acknowledges 


Everybody seems to get these references. It's hard to 
move on from the mindset that this is a minority 
show beloved of a small number of people. It’s a 
huge, mainstream hit beloved of many. I don't 

have to referen 


° Androzani, but I like doing it 
and it's fun if you get it, and I usually only do it if 
it’s relevant 

Е 
the show's biggest audiences of the year, and Steven 


'en so, the Christmas Specials tend to attract 


recognises that “those extra people are probably 
is why The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe is ideal source material. “You have 


Doctor Who sceptics,” Thi 


to give them more to latch onto, These are people 

. They 
know roughly that the Doctor has a space-time 
machine, and it's bigger on the inside, and it's a 
phone box, and he's a bit mad. That's all they know 
f he's human or not. If you 


who only watch Doctor Who at Christma 


They don't even kno 
give them A Christmas Carol, they know what that 15 
‘Oh, that bad man will turn goad’ Or Narnia. 


“They're going into a magic forést. It’s not a brain 
ache, this one.” He smiles. “It won't stop people 
saying it’s madly complex, I know...” 


DOCTOR Ший MAGAZINE 


BE BAILEY | 


He used to be terrified of Sea Devils and 
Cubermen, but this Christmas he's the one 
being scary, as Commander Droxil. Bill Bailey 
tells us why Doctor Whois his dream job... 


ill Bailey is one of us. 

"I'm a Doctor Who fan,” he 
declares. “My era was Jon Pertwee - 
and Sarah Jane, of course - although 
I've seen a bit of Troughton, and 
sought out Hartnell retrospectively.” 

Praise him! 

"| have vivid memories of hiding behind the sofa 
as a kid. That's what Doctor Who was about, wasn't 
it? If you didn't have a sofa, you couldn't watch it. 
Your classic sitting room of the 1970s: a three-piece 
suite, and a TV, and a bit of clearance behind the 
sofa, otherwise you'd be scuppered,” 

Bill describes 1970s Doctor Who as "shot through 
with a sense of imminent terror." Particularly the 
Sea Devils. "They seemed to epitomise a deep- 
seated, primordial fear," he says, "of creatures rising 
up to come and get us, things coming out of the 
sea to attack us... Something quite, on the face of 
it, benign and familiar, a British seaside, suddenly 
turning into this scene of terror: 


Cybermen spooked him, too. "The idea of 
technology becoming malign has informed a whole 
swathe of filmmaking, I mean, the central tenet of 
Terminator franchise is technology that turns 
ainst humans. Something about that pushes the 


the 


r buttons very effectively. For years, Cybermen 


A cool space hat and 
a cool space gun. Bill Bailey 
is in Doctor Who heaven. 


Ей ПОСТОВ Ший MAGAZINE 


Interview by BENJAMIN COOK 


gave me nightmares about getting into lifts,” he 
confesses. "There was this one scene where there's, 
like, a sliding door, and they press a button, and 
the door opens, and there's a Cyberman standing 
there. I nearly jumped out of my skin! That episode 
terrified me. This year, my son dressed up as a 
Cyberman to go trick-or-treating. Even though he's 
only small, it still gave me a bit of a turn.” 

But can Doctor Who still scare kids? 

“For sure. When you look back at those 
early episodes, they are, by comparison, quite 
unsophisticated, low budget, seemingly not 
anything like as well put together... but that 
worked incredibly effectively at the time, on me and 
countless others, so you think, ‘Well, okay, if it’s not 


the technology, what is it?’ It must be the storie: 


tapping into fears. And nowadays especially, you 
have an emotional attachment to the characters. 
That's the USP of Doctor Who, the fact that you 
associate with these characters. You invest in them 
You have an affinity with them. You root for them 
Bill offers DWM some hints about his character, 
Commander Droxil, in The Doctor, the Widow and the 
Wardrob 


quickly he becomes bewildered 


»: “On the face of it, he’s in charge, but very 
so it's pretty much 
perfect for me," he chuckles. “It's as if 1 had suddenly 
been given a job as a futuristic space commander 


My whole life has 
somehow been inextricably 
linked with Doctor Who." 


` 


If anything goes wrong, that's it, апу pretense, апу 
of the veneer of authority, will quickly disappear” 
Does Droxil get a space gun? 
“A very large опе!” Bill roars 


Those were 
some serious-looking weapons. It doesn't matter 
who you are, when you get a gun in your hand. 
especially a sc 
get into some sort of a fight. It must be a genetic / 
thing. It's hardwired into our DNA. You start to 
hyperventilate, and involuntarily start making 
poses, running around, hiding behind trees, and 
pointing at things. Well, 1 do. It's quite a thrill 
There's me, I'm anti-violence, anti-war, and yet 


one, you just feel like you want to 


someone hands me a big gun, and I think, "This is 
brilliant! Pyyow/ It's an interesting dichotomy.” 
So was it difficult for Bill to remain focussed on 
set, especially since he's a self-confessed lifelong fan 
of the show? Could he believe his luck? 
"The reality came when I arrived on location, 


out in the woc p 


ds - because it's a big production, ж 
the BBC is really going for it - and suddenly 
I'm thinking, ‘I’m part of something now 


that started, for me, when I was a kid - 40 


years ago, effectively’ I thought, ‘I'm going 
to savour every moment of it’ On the 
night shoots, you do get a bit hysterical 
towards the end, because we were filming 
for a long time. Also, we were in a confined 
space, and then bursting out of the space. 
and doing that over and over again. 
Somebody's costume would get caught on 
the edge of the door, they'd sort of stumble 
out, and wed all look like Keystone Kops, and 
then you'd start laughing. It all gets a bit silly. 
We had to try to reign that in 


or over 20 years, Bill has been a regular 

presence on our TV screens, including his 

own BBC show, Is it Bill Bailey?, in 1998, 

a starring role in award-winning Channel 
4 sitcom Black Books, and panel show appearances 
on Have I Got News For You, Never Mind the Buzzcock 
and QI, amongst others. However, it's probably 


Bill's live shows - such as Cosmic Jam, Bewilderness, 
"art Troll, and Tinselworm - for which he is most 
celebrated. In 2007, Channel 4 declared him the 

seventh greatest stand-up comedian of all time 


He has just completed the last leg of his 


international Dandelion Mind tour. "That's always a 
bittersweet moment,” he says of putting a show to 


bed, "because I love doing it. It's such a lot of fun 


When it's done, that's it, back to the drawing board, 


roll on the next one." 
DWM wonde 
acting or stand-up. The question elicits quite a 
stream of consciousness: "With filming, you spend 
a lot of time hanging around, and then concentrate, 
focus... and then, oh, there was a Chaffinch in 
shot, something landed on the set, a plane went 
over, a rabbit, a weasel, everything's wrong... relax, 
everyone relax, sit down, have a cup of tea, change 
the camera lens... NOW CONCENTRATE! DO IT!" 
He draws breath. “That sort of stopping/starting 
can be hard. 1 have huge respect for people who 
do that all the time. It’s very different to stand-up, 
which is just me, my ideas, and writing jokes." 


s which takes more out of him: 


Bill Bailey, no doubt 
performing his brilliant ir. 
Docteur Qui Belgian i em 
jazz routine. 
nally. I get 
»bsessive over my 


up. I think, ‘Why 


hyper 
hat I ne 
through it, get onto the r 
bit, that people 
bored if 1 linge 
I realise, I can take my time 
a bit more, and modulate 
the performance. I'v 
Every night is little bit differe 
dically different. I like t, 
hat I know 
get a laug 
Why would you do that? 

It's a challenge, I think, I never wanted it tc 
be too easy. 1 like willfully making it hard for 
myself, taking on subjects that you wouldn't 
traditionally put in stand-up. When 1 was 
starting out, 1 reme loing 
at the Comedy Store at 2am, thir Wt 

the hell am I doing?' Half the blokes in the front 
row were either asleep or so drunk they didn't 
know what was going on... but for the people that 
got it, it was really worth it." 
In 2008, for his Rema Guide to the Orchestra 
Bill joined forces with che BBC Concert 
Orchestra at the Royal Albert Hall to explain the 
nuances of how an orchestra works, performing 
jan jazz version of the Doctor theme (search 
for ‘Dr Qui’ on YouTube), which he first t 
sans or tra, in his liv in the 90s 
There's a certain quality to it, the original 
that I К v ich 
he ex 
he name of that sounded such 
a futuristic, romantic place. The Radioj 
Workshop! It conjures up just a brilliant image. A 
kid, I imagined these people in white coats, working 
on special sound, and, like, huge ears being grown 
and m ve dia The Who theme had an element 
of menace about it; this unworldly, electronic 
dadaladang, dadaladang’. You couldn't figure out 
t instrument was ing that. It sounded like 


music from another planet 


a classic of its genre,” | "and it's 
ng round in my head f ars, ‘dadala 
ang,’ and then this ‘v oh-oooh,' w 
is another part of science-fiction soundtrack 
theremin - although I don't think it actually was a 
theremin that was u: to be über geeky about it 
And the way it deve 
t sort of EastEnders cliffhar 
badger falling down some сиррегу 
ped this kind of 
sound was coming out the back of the TV. 
As a cc an adult draw on e 
from your childhe 
Doctor Who music, 1 
у, loc ord structure 
Wouldn't it be fun to play it as a Jacques 
The genesis of the routin 


left a beret behind in the dr ig room, апа 
went on stage in this beret, did the first ten minui 
d playing the Doctor V 
ving, ‘Oh , Doctor Qui 
got this big laugh. I thought, “That's it! 
rs later: me at tk and piano, and the 
Albert Hall 
ncludes 
ricably 
linked with Doctor Who: 


Dandelion Mind is out now on DVD. 
For more info, see www.billbailey.co.uk 


стопфшно тасаг 


2003: А 
Doctol 
care fo 


г! But does 


BILLIS 


, “Шеге kind of 
Mutant Ninja 
Ê Turtle meets 

a skip." 


once played a burping and 
farting lady Doctor UJho, but nou 
Arabella Weir is back to star in the 
television series proper! But 
uhat role does Billis play? 
Interview by BENJAMIN COOK 


n 2003, Arabella We an alternati 
incarnation of the Third 

stick with us - regenerated into a v 
This was in Exile, 
Unbound audio pla 
I did it was because 


rabella Weir 15 the 
David Tennant 


г her interpretation? 


w nuit 


Don't worry. 
Your bum looks 
just fine, Billis. 


because my Doctor in Exile was burping and farting, 
The Doctor had come back as а ladette. Apparently, 
there were a few complaints. It made me laugh that 
some fans would go, ‘Doctor Who wouldn't be like 

that.’ Doctor Who c 
wants him or her to be! 


n be any way a scriptwriter 


the 
Tenth Doctor on TV. Before long, everyone in the 


A couple of years later, David was cas 


country knew his name. "Suddenly, when David and 
I went out to things together, the Whovians would 
be there, magically, somehow knowing where he 
would be,” she recounts. "The real Whovians would 


know about me, too. That always gave me a thrill 
They'd hyperventilate, because they'd see David 
with another Doctor. They'd think, ‘I can get her 
autograph as well! I'm a step closer to getting the 
whole set!” 

David is godfather to Arabella’s two children, now 
12 and 13, and shed take them to visit him on the 
Doctor Who set. “The casting director kept sayin, 
"We've got to get you іп an episode, and I'd say, "That 
would be great; but it never happened. My children 
kept saying, ‘David is in it. Why aren't you in it?” 

So when she landed the role of Billis in The 
Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe, she must have 
been thrilled? 

"I would have done it for free. Don't tell che BBC! 
1 was more thrilled than my kids. My kids went, 


“Well, there's no point now, because in our family 


it was all about David. ‘Ther 


s no point in being in 
Doctor Who without David’ That turned out not to 
be the case, because I had a fantastically good time, 
and Matt Smith is great. ИТ can say that 1 think 
David is great and Matt is great, too...?” 

What can she tell us about Billis? 

"Well, they're the three stooges, really - Bill 
Bailey, Paul Bazely [Ven-Garr], and me. Our outfits 
are just fantastic. I had two fittings. That was the 
first time I thought, 'I'm really in Doctor Who! I'm 
having to go to the farthest reaches of London to 
get a spacesuit put on? When you see us with our 
visors down, we're kind of Mutant Ninja Turtle 
meets a skip, with a bit of Halo. We look absolutely 
terrifying as we come out of the spaceship - which 
was very hot and sweaty, even in a freezing forest in 


the middle of the night - but then, when we put our 
visors up, you see that it's Bill, Paul, and me, so. 
well, it's a bit comedy from thereon in” 

Bill spoke of getting “a bit hysterical” on set 
“It’s difficult for people like me and Bill to behave 


whenever,” she confirms. “We can't behave on a train, 
We don't behave for 
a living. Our living is not behaving. It was quite 


we can't behave in a queue 


difficult to keep a straight face.” In studio, Arabella 
had the misfortune to be filming on “one of those 
ridiculous October days when it was boiling hot 

I had a neoprene ski suit on, then 20 or 30 pounds 
of fibreglass, and 1 was thinking, ‘Maybe this isn't so 
funny now. I am really hot’ There was one moment 
when... I didn't go actress 


; but I did go, ‘I've got to 


sit down, or I'm going to explode." 
Working days like that must get you quite fit? 
"No! 1 run five times a week," she exclaims 


“1 don't need to be in a neoprene suit to get fit 


"That's not healthy, boiling to death. That's not 
a weight-loss exercise, despite Victorian advice 
But I'm sure there are a few hilarious outtakes. 


d 


ring lines 


I messed up a few times, because Pm not u 
to operating a spaceship while deliv 
I don't do walking and chewing gum at the same 


time, ordinarily. For Whovians, this spaceship is 
a dream come true, but I was thinking, “It's just a 
bit of old cardboard.’ Heh! I'm joking, it looked 
fantastic. 1 did take a photograph or two for my 
kids, and they were going, 'Wow!' I sent one to 
David, and he was thrilled. At 40 years old, he 
was thrilled.” 


Arabella with her friend 
and former lodger 
David Tennant in 2005 


© REX 


Arabella 
the Voy, 
press 


and her children at 
'age of the Damne 
launch in 2007. 


rabella is best known for her 


roles in seminal BBC One sketch 


show The Fast Show — which ran for 
three series, from 1994 to 1997, with 

а special three-part Last Fast Show Ever in 2000 

and for writing several books, including bestseller 

Does My Bum Look Big In This? (a catchphrase of one 

011, 

The Fast Show returned for a new six-part online 

she tells DWM 


tones churning it 


of her Fast Show characters). In Novembe: 


series. “It's some of our best worl 


‘There has been no ‘the Rolling 
out at Wembley for a million quid each” 

With her recent experiences of helping to 
resuscitate a TV classic in mind, DWM is interested 
in Arabella’s take on Doctor Who's comeback, in 
2005. “Right from the off, they used top-drawer 
actors,” she points out. “Christopher Eccleston 
then David, then Matt, who I suppose was more of 
a gamble, because he was less established - but they 
didn't go, ‘We'll get someone off EastEnders: With all 
due respect, they could probably get your mum to 
do EastEnders. They could get pretty much anyone 
who can stand up to be in EastEnders, because that 
show is just a brand; it's not about what the actors 
are bringing to it 
эт the moment you saw the new Doctor Who. 


you thought, “The production values are exactly as 
they would be for an adult drama going out at nine 
or ten o'clock: It had proper directors, and very 
of thought, so 


proper writers, and such intensity 

I don't see how it could have failed. And the genius 

of David - I mean, I know he's my friend, but 

I think he's an amazing actor, and Matt has this 

as well - this lightness of touch, combined with 

being 
Arabella doesn't imagine there is much overlap 


a top-drawer actor’ 


between Fast Show fans and Doctor Who fans: "The 
Whovians tend to be a bit nicer," she says. “Fast 
Show fans tend to be, mainly, boys, so what I get 
sometimes - not always, but more often than I want 
- is, ‘Oh, you're the girl?’ One bloke actually said, 
о 


love, give us your autograph! The boys һауе 
so I want something 


all given me something funny 
original from you. I said, “Негев something 

original: Ё* ** off!’ He went, "Why be like that? 
I said, ‘You've not tr 


ated me with the same respect 
you've shown the blokes.’ You'd never get that from 
Whovians. If they know who you are, you don't get 

any of that gender bollocks.” 

Wonderfully, Arabella is spending this Christmas 
Day at David Tennant's house. “So we'll all be 
sitting down to watch Doctor Who, 1 should think. 
Yeah, we will be, because apart from anything else, 
ҮШ be in it. I'll be going, ‘Shut up, everybody! Look, 
it's me!’ And then ГИ be doing that actor thing of 
going, ‘Can you believe they shot me from that 
angle? That's not what the director promised.’ But 
you wait till you see those spacésuits. Talk about an 
absolute open goal for ‘Does my bum look big in 
this?" She laughs hard. “Sadly, I don't think that 
ІШІ 


line made it into the actual episode: 


шетін masazine Fay 


MAURICE COLE | 


| | get to go to work 
in my pyjamas.” 


As Cyril Arwell, nine-year-old Maurice Cole is 
the youngest Doctor Who companion ever! 
Maurice tells us why he’s not phased... 

⁄ pon Interview by BENJAMIN COOK 


n the Doctor Who set, ona 
soundstage at Cardiff's Upper 
Boat studios, London-born actor 
Maurice Cole is contemplating 
success. The last year has been 
good to him. He starred in his first 
feature film, Foster, opposite loan 
Gruffud, Toni Collette, and Richard E Grant, which 
is due for release in 2012. He landed the role of the 
Doctor's newest companion, Cyril Arwell, in the 
2011 Doctor Who Christmas Special. He even found 
time to shoot commercials for Currys and Tesco 
Maurice Cole is nine years old. 

“There are a lot of choices,” he considers, 
when DWM asks him if he hopes to still be in the 
profession when he hits adulthood. “There are lots 
of good jobs, and acting is one of them. I actually 
don't want to be famous. Acting is just fun for me.” 

He tells DWM how he won the part of Cyril 
"For the audition, I learnt three scenes, two of 
which I had words in. I had one callback. I had no 
idea I'd got the part until I got an email from my 

agent, and a phone call. I was really pleased." 
Does he watch Doctor Who? 

“1 watched this whole series; 

“It’s really good." 

Does he have a favourite episode? 


I like 


he nods. 


Of the ones that I've seen 
them all, really. 
Good answer,” interrupts 
Matt Smith, who has been 
eavesdropping. "That's always 
a good answer.” 
Once Matt has gone, 
Maurice whets our appetite 
for The Doctor, the Widow and 
the Wardrobe. "It's World War 
Two,” he explains, “and Cyril, 
his sister, Lily, and their mum 
are evacuated to their Uncle 
Digby's house in the country. 
But he's not actually there. 
He's in a home in Battersea. 
A caretaker is there instead. 
who turns out to be the 
м Doctor” 
Г What does Cyril make of 
the Doctor? 

“He likes him, and so does 
Lily. But Lily is a stroppy 
person, kind of 14, so she really 
likes the Doctor, but she doesn't 
want to show it. Whenever he 
looks round at her, she makes 
a face and stuff. Under the 

Christmas tree, there's a big 

box for them, a huge present, 
about the size of me. Well, a bit 
smaller. Near my neck,” he says, 
demonstrating the height of the 
box. “Cyril doesn't know what 
it is, but he really wants to open 


it... so he gets out of bed, secretly, and climbs into 
the box... and finds this magical world." 

Cyril sounds like a plucky sort of chap. 

“He is quite brave,” nods Maurice, 
enthusiastically, "and he's got a really big mind. He's 
curious about things. He's got a huge imagination." 

Holly Earl plays Lily, and Claire Skinner, star of 
BBC sitcom Outnumbered, is their mother, Madge. 

"1 really get on with them," says Maurice. He's 
"He's quite 
good at, you know, tripping over stuff. The Doctor 


enjoying working with Matt Smith, too. 


is kind of a crazy person." 

How has Maurice found all the line-learning? 

"When I did my feature film, I had packs of 
words in that,” he points out, "so Doctor Who feels 
like a piece of cake for me. 

DWM wonders what Maurice's mates must think 
of him landing a part in one of the biggest TV gigs 
of the year. Are they jealous? 

Maurice grins. “I kind of told them it's really 
hard work.” 

And is it? 

“Well, I still have to fit in school. When I've got 
time - 15 minutes or something - I go into the 
tutoring room, and do as much as I can to catch up.” 

Battling monsters with the Doctor one minute, 
grappling with maths homework the next - such is 
the life of a child star. What's more, he's spent most 
‘That's really good,” he 
notes, then frowns. “Actually, in some of it, I've got 


of the shoot in his jim-jams 


a coat, and a jumper, and a shirt, and a scarf, and a 

hat, and gloves 

my pyjamas. 
And are Cyril's impressive spectacles Maurice's 


but mostly I get to go to work in 


own? 

“These are my prescription glasses,” he confirms. 
"They're huge. The first time my dad looked ас 
them, he burst out laughing. 

Maurice says he's still getting used to watching 
himself on screen. “The first time | saw my feature 
film, in the preview, I just thought, "That isn't me 
is it?' It seemed like someone else, who looked like 
me." But he'll be watching The Doctor, the Widow and 
the Wardrobe on Christmas Day. ^I go to my granny's 
every Christmas. It's tradition. And the cousins 
come. We listen to Scrooge on the radio, but then 
we'll watch Doctor Who." 

DWM reckons that, come Boxing Day, Maurice 
will start getting recognised in the street. But he 
doubts it. “I don't think people will recognise 
me," he reasons, “because there аге a lot of people 
who look similar in the world. They'll say, 

Hm, he looks a bit like that boy that was on 
the telly.” He scrunches up his позе, and smiles. 
Besides, my granny lives in Surrey, so Ill go 
home in the car” Ш 


Christmas baubles, 
seem to De getting 
bigger Бу the year. 


“She proboblu fancies the 
Doctor a little 


Holly Earl tells DWM what it's like playing 
Cyril's big sis, how she got lost in the adventure, 
and what Lily makes of the Doctor... 


bit." 


Interview by BENJAMIN COOK 


ou may recognise Holly Earl, 19. She 
has been working since the age of four 
with roles in the 2002 movie Possession. 
E4 drama Skins, and regular stints 
in ITV's Touching Evil and the BBC's 
Casualty. In The Doctor, the Widow and 
the Wardrobe, she plays 14-year-old 
Lily Arwell, daughter to Madge, sister to Cyril. She 
passes for 14 quite-easily. “I get ID'd all the time,” 
Holly admits, "I remember what it was like to be 
14, so the performance comes quite naturally. 


E 


rything's a bit more dramatic to а 14-year-old.” 
Compared to her recent stint in Casualty, Doctor 


Who is, she says, "more fun, in а way. It's not so 


serious, even if there's something terrifying going 


on. You can play it much bigger. In Casualty, 


everything's more ‘inside’, 
Who. I found that quite challenging. What Matt 
Smith does so brilliantly is, he brings it out of you, 


t's heightened on Doctor 


that level of energy you need. I've learnt a lot from 
him. He's been really helpful. Just watching him, 
you get a feel for how to move in this environment 
and how to react to the monsters. 

What are the monsters like? 

She smiles. "Quite scary to look at. You can lose 
yourself in the moment, and I do tend to. When you 
get into that state, when you're playing someone 
who's terrified, you kind of have to lose yourself in 
it. Let the terror take hold." 

Her human co-stars are less terrifying. “Claire 
Skinner is lovely,” says Holly, “and Maurice [ 
just amazing. He's got so much character, Не nine 
years old, but he's so wise. You can talk to him like an 
adult, and joke with him, so it was easy to create that 


family environment, 1 see him as a little brother.” 
Lily, she says, goes through “quite a journey” in 

The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe. “She starts 

off as a typical 14-year-old, with a bit of an attitude. 


It’s a bit boring, her life, and then the Doctor 
comes along, and there's all this danger, and you 
realise that Lily is actually quite a sweet person 
She's never met anyone like the Doctor before. He's 
exciting and, you know, she's a young girl, he's good 
She probably fancies him a little bit." 


looking 
Holly hadn't ever seen Doctor Who before being 

cast as Lily, so she watched 2011 episode Night 

Terrors in preparation, "to get the tone of the show,” 


she explains. “I really enjoyed that episode, so 1 may 
be converted now. I have a good few friends who are 
big fans. When 1 told them I'd been cast in Doctor 

W 
tell them. I wanted it to be a surprise, but I couldn't 


They're really excited 


they were very excited. In fact, I almost didn't 


quite keep myself from saying 


for me. They're very supportive." 
Has she found it hard to keep spoilers 
from them? 
“Үш quite good at keeping secrets, but 


there are moments, especially with my 


friends, when I want to go, ‘Oh my God. 
magical 
can't 


guess what I've been doing! The 


sets that I've been оп! But you jus 
It'll all come out on Christmas Day. 
Will she be watching? 
‘Oh yeah, I'll be sitting there 
lly like 
watching myself. I find it very 


nervous. I don't re 


bizarre. It's in the can, it's 
done; that's why I get nervous 
Anything you do, when you 
see it for the first time, it's 


nerve-racking. What will А 
people think of it? Oh, 4 
the pressure! I hope it's 


a good one. I hope that 


people enjoy it, and like А 
me as Lily.” ІШІ \ 


Hammock 
time! 


ALEXANDER ARMSTRONG | 


Ë 


For the last five uears he's been the voice of 
Mr Smith in The Sarah Jane Adventures, but 
now Alexander Armstrong is set to make his 
full Doctor Who on-screen début. Cue fanfare! 


Interview by 


be a lot of lumps in throats on Christmas Day,” he 
We haven't pitched it as comedy; it’s played 


eg is an Air Force pilot, in the 
Second World War. He's got into 
terrible trouble over the Channel 


adds. 
y dead straight. Of course, it has humour 


absolutel 
in it as well 

This isn't Alexander's first brush with comedy, or 
with the RAF. In BBC One's BAFTA award-winning 
The Armstrong and Miller Show, Alexander and his 
comedy partner Ben Miller play a pair of Second 


All his navigational equipment is 

down. Basically, he goes missing in 
action. His wife, Madge, 
that he's disappeared, and she's 


has heard 


had the official letter, but she hasn't been able to tell 
World War airmen, whose clipped English accents 
are offset by their deployment of twenty-fi 
century colloquialisms, such as ‘blud’, ‘like 


the children. They're expecting him to come back 
for Christmas, and she knows that he's not. Then 


the Doctor gets involved... and I won't tell you what 
that's massively disrespecting of your trousers 
“I didn't want to play Reg like the Armstrong 


The era is the same, so 


happens next. 
That, according to TV presenter, actor and 


all-round top bloke Alexander Armstrong, is the he says 


the 


and Miller pilot 
but, um, 


starting point of The Doctor, the Wia they've quite a lot in common anyway 


Wardrobe 


Up and down the country, there will Reg doesn't have a moustache, for one thing. There 


Back as a pilot, but no 
moustache this time. 


шстофшно macazive 


jacket. On top of that, 


"Doctor Who is a massive 
deal anyway... but 
Doctor UJho on Christmas 
Day is really something!" 


you go." He laughs. "Madge and Reg are very much 
a middle-class couple. 1 mean, their children are 
called Lily and Cyril - fantastic, dated Christian 


names. You don't meet many Cyrils these days, do 


you? Although, you can't move for Lilys. Lily is 
enjoying a bit of a comeback. Lily Allen. Lily Cole. 
All those Lilys. 

In The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe, 
Alexander got to fly a Lancaster Bomber. 
Well, not really. He was pretending, 

The plane never left the ground 
But still 
fly a Lancaster Bomber? It was 


“Who wouldn't want to 


phenomenal!” Those scenes were 
shot at Lincolnshire Aviation 
Heritage Centre, a proper 
old World War Two airfield 

I had to fight a bit of 
claustrophobia for the first 
hour in the cockpit. It was 
more to do with the really 
bulky stuff 1 had to wear, 
including a parachute 
Basically, you sit on the 
parachute. And you've 
got your normal RAF 
kit, with your tie and a 


you've got a sheepskin 
coat. And а Biggles 


aviator hat on your 


head. And you have 
a lifejacket on. 
"In order to 


get to the front 
of the plane, you 
have to climb 
over, sort of, 
waist-height ribs 
across the ‘aisle 
of the plane. 
With all that stuff | 
on, it’s bloody 


hard. The skin 


of the plane is 
incredibly thin. As 
you're walking up the 
middle, if they didn't have 
proper boarding down, you 


could easily put your foot through the 
skin. When I made it to the cockpit, I sat down 
in a sweat. 1 had to open the window and just look 
out, otherwise I'd have had a major claustrophobia 
attack. They're very tight places. 

The experience made Alexander think about 
what actual RAF servicemen would have had to go 
through during the war. "You're up there with fire 
coming at you. You can hear planes.flying in and 
diving you. The pilot can see out, but everybody 
else, including the navigational people, are crammed 
into this tiny space. You're right in the thick of it, 


and if you can't see... I mean, 
I'm not sure how good I'd be at 
dealing with that... As the pilot 
it's Reg's job to keep the morale 
of his men going, so he keeps a 
brave face on things, and only 
allows himself to crumple 
4 when his co-pilot has gone 
y back to tend one of the 
wounded men.” 
Alexander is keen to 
stress that the Christmas 
Special, despite some 
dramatic twists, is 
“essentially reassuring 
viewing.” He says: “The 
right things happen. The 


plot is so well conceived. You | Alexander provided the voice 


for Sarah Jane's Super puter 


the Doctor, this wonderful, Mr Smith. “I need you 
scatty man, but who has 


have this central joker figure 


all this benevolent pow 
and that's a fun fantasy for Christmas Day. The or the past five years, Alexander has 
structure of it is very satisfying, cerebrally. It voiced Mr Smith, Sarah Jane Smith 
has at its heart a real warmth, a really super computer, in Doctor Who spin-off 
lovely humanity to it. Doctor show The Sarah Jane Adventures, also 
Who is a massive deal cameoing in 2008 Doctor Who two-parter The 
anyway, but Doctor Stolen Earth/Journey's End. Sadly, The Sarah Jane 
Who on Christmas | Adventures was cancelled earlier this year, following 
Day is really the death of its star, Elisabeth Sladen. “It’s tragic 
something on so many level: Alexander, “because it 
was a wonderful programme, and - rare amongst 


children’s TV shows - it was really clever, It flattered 


++ 
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the kids watching, It treated them as adults. It gave 
them complex and sometimes quite challenging 
storylines, and really pushed the audience's 


imagination to strange places 


++ ++ 


“Another great achievement was the casting of 
the younger characters. They really grew, and found 
their feet. Tommy [Knight], who played Sarah 

Jane's son, Luke, progressed phenomenally as an 


++ 


actor throughout the es. We were watching 


amazing developments of racter and acting 


They're brilliant actors, But the biggest tragedy of 
all is the loss of Lis, who was just such a formidable 
talent... She was such an utterly brilliant actress 
and - I'm not sure I'm allowed to say this - really 
sexy as well. looked blo great, My God 
she looked absolutely fantastic. Such good acting 
such poise, and such a lovely character at the heart 
of the show 

“Tt was such a lovely mble, and the loss of all 
of those things will be devastawting for an awful lot 
of children. 

И Armstrong with 
bite exa in The 
and Miller Show | 


| 


. If you go down to the woods today, you're 
in For a big surprise! DWM joins the Doctor 
Who team for the recording of this year's 
extraordinary Christmas Special... 


—— O — ES — Feature by 
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0 do you like it, then, Doctor Who? They nod. They're starstruck. 

Do you watch your dad in it? They need a note off the Doctor," grins 

What's been your favourite monster репсег 

that he's been?” “Well, I can legally sign it, so..." To DWM 
Matt Smith is quizzing Spencer “You can write that down. Ben is from Doctor 


Take two! 
ction! 


Wilding’s two children. It’s Who Magazine,” Matt informs George and 
Wednesday 5 October 2011, and Billie Joe, “so who knows, he might write 
George ое are visiting their dad оп the | about you." 
set of thi r's Doctor Who Christmas ò It'd better be good,” chim ce Cole, 
The Doctor, the Widow and the е, at Up /ho plays young Cyril in this b ecial. 
at studios, S s playing the Wooden 4 s the star of this episode,” Matt 
Xf throne s. "I am no longer number one on the 
room. € j 1 lighthouse, Or maybe Ç 
we're lying. S You've been usur] 
yu been in?" Matt asks зу someone far 


п 


cond one,” replies the or. Matt shares a special affinity with children 


Spencer played the Minotaur in 7) pl That much is obvious. Ma why the 
earlier this year, Doctor Who scriptwriters seem to team up the 
e done Harry Potter ll, haven't Eleventh Doctor with kids as of ре doesn't grow up. Не hasn't settled down 
from Amelia Pond in The Eleventh Hc с s just larking about. It just work 
Spencer played the werewolf in The Prisoner of | Elliot in The Hungry Earth/Cold Blood, to young Matt hir 1 hope so, yeah. 11 
Azkaban movie. His kids are very proud. "But it Kazran in A Christmas Carol, to George in Night children. P: as an actor, I like tl 
red them a little bit,” he reveals. Terrors. “There' ning magical both way they judge t xut... like, they 
"I'm not surprised. It scared me." Matt turr about Matt acting with л, and Matt's taste everything, o erything, and judge 
attention back to Geor nd Billi Ë Doctor interactin th children,” concurs the everything for the first 
So you're not at school tc с showrunner, 1 Moffat. “ Matt A for the Dc 
Special day off? with Spencer's kids there - | actively isn't it? Kids are impulsive. Kid ye their 
o them as if they ts hair red or wear an orangutan outfit just because 
saying this is a children's programme,” | they want to. Wher ne our age dyed 
Whether it really is or not their hair red, ү 
w, but there’s no questior 
Doctor а 
vith children 
ge of he pe 
ke me laugh.” A pause. 


of the ba | 


в Тпере 50тей пад magical 
“about Mott's Doctorjinteractirig 
@withiehildren... һе justunstinctively 


аі Һет as if Eheyswere adults.” 
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~The WOOD between WORLDS 


He said that the Doctor has a powerful 
relationship with children partly because the 
Time Lord hasn't grown up himself yet 

"That's interesting. 1 would think that Steven 
how children 
ts biggest fans 


writes for children because he enjoys 


see the world. Am 1 right? This show, 
are children, aren't they? 
you're playing the Doctor, do you have 


So when 


to think back to what you were like as a kid? Do you 
have to find your inner child? 

In many ways,” Matt replies, "acting is that 
anyway - the playfulness, the lack of cynicism, 


the courage that you need to be bold with your 


identity, from day to day, on а film set. It's all 
growing up, it’s all being а kid, so I think I am a kid 
at heart in many ways. But you know what's funny? 
Like, with Maurice, ТЇЇ be completely ridiculous. 
We did a scene in a big house, where І had to, in 

tory terms, take them on a guided tour. ‘Look in 
here! Look at that!’ Before each take, I was going 
to him, ‘Right, so, imagine that inside this room 
there's a fox made of jelly’ and Maurice would just 
look at me as if to say, ‘What do you mean? Don't 
be so daft." Matt chuckles. "Maurice sees straight 
through me. 


ack on set, Spencer is sweating buckets 
under the Wooden King's prosthetic 
head. “Is there a flannel about?” requests 
the Third Assistant Director. 
The King's head is removed, and Spencer's 
eyes light up as he spots make-up artist Barbara 
Southcott bounding towards him with a bottle of 
water spray. "Ooh, that's good!" he gasps. "You're 
getting good at this. 
"Aliens made of wood,” marvels Steven. “It was 
always going to happen." 
“It’s a good concept," nods Matt. "It's a gi 
baddie. This is an interesting episode, becaus 


eat 
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Wood you 
believe it...? 


there's not a conventional villain. There's not a big, 
an Sardick. It’s c 
Earlier this year, in the final episode of Doctor Who 


bad мег" 
Confidential, Matt and Steven were seen taking part 
in a Q&A with the pupils of Oakley Junior School, in 
Basingstoke, winners of the BBC's Doctor Who Script 


to Screen competition. One of the children asked 
how the sonic screwdriver works. “It's a complicated 
process of wibbly-wobbly time-science," explained 
Matt, "It can do anything, the sonic screwdriver 

It can lock doors, make the sun turn blue, make a 


rocket fly off... but it won't work on wood." 


f 


The ever-busy Doctor 
Who team at work. 


What if l 
Steven wondered out loud. “That 


ле meets wooden monsters?" 


would be bad, 
wouldn't it? 

That'd be the worst,” smiled Matt 

Th 


screwdriver's impotency when faced with wood 


must have known. Did the sonic 


inspire Steven to create these wooden monsters? 


"It wasn't just that," he embarks. "It was an old, 


old nightmare. When 1 was a little boy, 1 used to have 


an obsession that if 1 fell asleep facing the wall, as 


opposed to facing the door of my room, something 
dreadful would happen to me. I had all sorts of 
safe; 


aards in case I ever fell asleep facing the wrong 


way. But one time, I woke up... and 1 was facing the 


wall. I was horrified! I spun round, and I was so 


transported by fear that, for a moment, | saw 

a seated, wooden king in front of my bedroom 
door, saying, "Well, you got that wrong, didn't you? 
And I freaked. 

"Obviously, it was just my imagination; there 
wasn't actually a wooden king. At least, I hope 
there wasn't. But that is the Wooden King in this 
episode, seated and looking like wood, but with a 


mobile face... Have you seen it blink? It's terrifying, 
It's that wonderful, counter-intuitive thing of wood 
behaving like flesh, and being fluid. It feel. 


wrong, and therefore so Doctor Who 


For any writer, seeing their monstrous creations 
brought to life must be a special moment, but w 


this not particularly chilling for Steven, considering 
his childhood night terror? 

"Yes. Yes, it was. Neill Gorton [special make-up 
and prosthetics] has | 


yed a blinder. It took a long 
time to get right. We had a lot of conversations 
about what ‘wooden’ actually meant, because Neill 
pointed out, well, it could be anything. ‘Do you 
mean a wooden carving? A wooden statue?” But 


it came out very much as I remember it from my 


dream. It’s an absolute belter of a monster 


They're brilliant," agrees Matt. “The design of 
the King, particularly the face, is so majestic. Hats 
off to the guys who do it. It's proper good work” 
He glances up. “It looks like the Wooden King and 
Queen are just chilling over there. That's amazing. 
That's what they do in their down time.” For the 
benefit of DWM readers, Matt describes the scene 
е us: “Reader, the Wooden King and Queen 
are rocked up оп а lovely blue pillow, and it looks 


bef 


as though they’re lying in bed, smoking cigars. 
No, smoking would be dangerous, wouldn't it? It's 
definitely postcoital, though. Sorry, I've lost my 
train of thought 

Presently, the cast of The Doctor, the Widow and 


Maurice, spotting the Christmas cracker-style gag 


on his Penguin wrapper, “but I don't understand 

it. ‘Name a scary penguin. Um... Count Penguin. 

| How's that funny? 

| Well, y 

to explain 
"]t's not a good joke, Matt," Steven interrupts. 

In fairness, it's not. It's a failed pun. There's 
nothing worse than a failed pun." 


ou know Count Dracula...?" Matt tries 


jokes for Penguins!" says Matt. "Anyone know any 
good jokes?" 
1 can write jokes, but I can't remember them, 
Steven replies. 
Five minutes later, and Matt is acting against a 
balloon on a pole. It's standing in for a CGI thing. 
Over the years, how many Doctors have had to 
pretend to be terrified of a balloon on a stick?" 
wonde: 
grow terrified of the actual balloon?” 
Afterwards, on the deserted TARDIS set, 
Steven tells DWM: “I always feel as though, for 


Steven. “After a while, do you think they 


the Wardrobe is feasting on Penguins. Not the birds. 
The biscuits. [Other milk chocolate-covered biscuit bars 
are available - Ed.) "I'll read you my joke,” announces 


“Imagine the poor guy whose job it is to write the 


“Next series, everyone's expecting 
another year like 2011. But you 
are not going to get that at all.. 


The sonic screwdriver: 
brilliant on most 
locks, but not so 

brilliant on wood. 


budget reasons, we can never do quite enough. 
If we could make Avatar, we would make Avatar. 
‘There are now so many other fantasy shows on 
television, Doctor Who has to be out in front 
It has to be the cleverest, the most exciting, and 
the maddest. If we could, we'd be on an alien planet 
with fantastic mazes and towers, every week, but 
we just can't afford it.” 

The wintery alien world in The Doctor, the 
Widow and the Wardrobe is one of the show's most 
impressive alien landscapes yet 

“It's fantastically well realised,” he agrees. 

Beautifully done, More snow than you" 


e ever 
seen. But audiences recognise the notion of a snowy 
forest. The aliens are quite alien, | suppose, but 
then we know what trees are. If we actually did a 
totally alien world that didn’t have any echoes or 

to 


resonance of Earth, you wouldn't know w! 
think of it. Doctor Who is about what's under your 
bed, or in your closet. It's a redeployment of the real 
world you see around you, Like, you can't get rid of 
those plungers from the Daleks, but who the hell 
knows what they're for? It’s very obviously a piece 
of domestic machinery, and it’s stuck on a bloody 
Dalek. It doesn't make any sense.” 


sked at what stage of pre-production 
he's at on next year's run of episodes, 
Steven saj 
through, of late, just about the most 


Well, I've started. I've been 


gruelling schedule I've ever been through, on Doctor 
Who, Sherlock. 
down for a minute. So I sat down for a minute. But 


It was going to kill me if I didn't sit 


now I'm back at work, and I've started on Episode 
1. Other writers are out there writing. It really is 
a chance for us to get several scripts - quite a few 
scripts, I'd say - in place before we get anywhere 
near actually filming, I’m looking forward to just 
us on the storytelling for a while 


being able to fc 
Once you start filming, there are other demands 
on your time. You feel as though you're planning 
the series falling down a well, ‘Have І remembered 
to do everything in that story? Have I got the right 
cliffhanger? Does she know this yet? Does he know 
that?’ Just, 
Song experiencing it all backwards. This last year 
w 


5 a nightmare. 
Steven says he's scripting at least five episodes 
of the next run. Probably, This could change. “Our 


aargh! Particularly when you've got River 


plans are fluid, because they can be," he explains. 


“We're making mote episodes than ever before, 
we've got other things planned for the big year 


2013, the show's 50th anniversary]... The big 
thing is, nothing in the next run is starting out as 
a two-parter. At this stage, everything is a single 
episode, and the only reason anything will become 


two-parter is if we think it needs to be; not so much 
that the story is too long for 45 minutes, because 


nothing is too long for 45 minutes, but if it feels as 
though there are two distinct stages to the story. 


"Т was looking at the facts and stats," he 
continues, “and it's not true that the two-parters 
ears, They 
don't save us money at all. Not a penny, So what's 
the point in them? The viewing figures always go 
down. The AI [Audience Appreciation Index] goes 
down, even if the second episode is the better one 
The press coverage goes down. The trailers are a bit 


save us money. We've assumed it for y 


boring. I want to be able to say, every week, we've 
got a big standalone blockbuste 
that makes it look like nothing compared to what's 
rm for 


; and then a trailer. 


going to happen next week! That's the f 
пез 


«t year; 
He's talking like a veteran. It sounds as though 
there have been lessons learnt from the 2011 run...? 
It's like. it's not so 

much things we got wrong; I just think, "What 


yes, lessons learnt, but 


haven't we done yet? How do we mix it up?’ 

And questioning our own assumptions, like that 
hardwired assumption, absolutely in my brain, that 
two-parters are essential. They're not. This year, 
we used a lot of cliffhangers and mysteries to pull 
people through, but then I remember the moment, 
at the end of A Good Man Goes to War, when we put 
up the title Let's Kill Hitler. That was so ex 
thinking, 'Can we do that every week?' You can sod 


citing. I'm 


off with poetic understatement 
“What's not to love about that?" weighs in Matt. 
It'll be Year of the Blockbuster: 

“1 want slutty titles and movie-poster plots,” 
Steven. "I want big pictures and straplines. The first 
episode I'm writing is called [Spoiler] of the [Spoilers]! 

It's going to be brilliant!" shouts Matt 

"And it'll feel a bit like Die Hard, that first 
episode,” Steven hints. “Everyone is expecting 
1. You're not 


us to do another year like 201 
going to get that at all. You're going to get the 
biggest, maddest set of episodes ever” ІШІ 


шстопфшно тасаг Е; 


DWM's own festive 
spook unwraps the 

myriad mysteries of 
Christmas past... 


oll out the robot Santas, the Д 
spider queens, the 
Cybershades and the flying 
sharks! Dear reader, we are @ 
living through a magical 

time. In recent years, 

mul Doctor Who's hour-long $ 
asonal spectacular has become as 5 
central a fixture in BBC One's 

Christmas Day line-up as the 

legendary comedy specials 

which dominated the great 

day back in the olden times. 

In fact, in terms of sheer 

staying-power Doctor Who has 

already outperformed many 

of the biggest hitters of 

yesteryear: with The Doctor, the 

Widow and the Wardrobe about to 

notch up our hero's seventh 

successive Christmas Day Special, the 

wandering Time Lord has sailed 

effortlessly past such stalwarts as The Two Ronnies 
and The Morecambe and Wise Show, each of whom 
can boast only five unbroken years on ВВС15 
Christmas Day schedule (had Eric and Ernie not 
taken a year off in 1974, it'd be a different story). 
It goes without saying that Doctor Who will never be 


“And incidentally, 
а Happy Christmas to 


all of you at home!" 
١١ И 


“On every world, 
people are,.in the deepest 
part of the winter, at the exact 
mid-point everybody stops, . 
and turns, and hugs... Back on 
Earth we called it Christmas.” 


ЕЯ DOCTOR jun MAGAZINE 


м 


as Top of the N 


ech, but never 
ather fabulous 


able to overtake such 
Christmas Day perennia 
Pops and the Queen's Sp 


mind, because here 


© 


festive statistic for you: unless you insist on M 
counting the traditional pantomime which ran 

for 12 years between 1962 and 1973, then in terms 
of unbroken Christ Day runs by a fictional 
drama or comedy show, Doctor Who now occupies 
third place in the entire history of BBC One: the 
only programmes currently ahead of it are Only Fools 
and Horses (nine consecutive Christmas Days 
between 1985 and 1993) and that sturdy old 
warhorse EastEnders (20 years and counting since it 
last took a Christmas Day off back in 1991). 

And so, as Matt Smith prepares to link arms with 
Bill Bailey, Claire Skinner and Alexander Armstrong 
in a fresh fandango of festive fun, let's lift the lid on 
Doctor Who's ghosts of Christmas past. Let's unwrap 
some metaphorical parcels, crack a few symbolic 
nuts, chuck some tropological snowballs and steam a 
few figurative puddings. After all, as the old song 
goes, we all like figurative pudding, and we won't go 
until we've got some... so let's bring some out here. 
Merry Christmas one and all! 
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kay, so we all know that there has been a 

tailor-made Doctor Who Special transmitted 

on Christmas Day every year since 2005 

- and that 40 years earlier, back in 1965, 
William Hartnell and his posse enjoyed a Christmas 
Day romp called The Feast of Steven. But what of 
all the other years? What of Doctor Who's unsung 
Christmas Specials? What of the times when the 
series rode roughshod through the festive schedule, 
chucking out a random Episode Three of something 
not particularly Christmassy? For the first and quite 
probably last time ever, DWM is proud to present the 
complete run-down of every Doctor Who episode ever 
shown on BBC television during Christmas week. For 
our purposes, we're defining that as Christmas Eve 
to New Year's Day inclusive. Otherwise we'd be here 
all day. Ready? Hold onto your jingle bells - this is 
going to be stranger than you think... 


1963 


The Survivors 

All of Doctor Who's black- 
and-white seasons ran 
straight through the festive 
period without interruption, 
and on 28 December 

1963 viewers were treated 


to a milestone in the form of our hero's first ever 
encounter with the Daleks. Historic the occasion 
sy - most 


of the episode is set in a prison cell and dwells at 


might be, but it's not noticeably Christma 


length on lan's paralysed limbs, Barbara's terminal 


sickness and the Doctor's anti-radiation gloves - but 


it's a monumental chapter in Doctor Who history, 
so in retrospect it seems rather splendid that it 
became the show's first Christmas episode. 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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PECIAL 1964 L 
Flashpoint қ 4 
Іп another appointment 
with destiny, 26 
December 1964 saw 
the Daleks" invasion 
of Earth trounced 
and the Doctor's 
granddaughter Susan 
leaving the TARDIS 
with only one shoe to 
her name, preparing to 
begin a new life amid the 
rubble of London with 
her rather dull boyfriend 
David. All in all, it was a 
trifle downbeat for Boxing 
Day: as Susan wandered 
off arm-in-arm with her dolly 
Scotsman and the picture faded to 
a field of stars, a generation of children 
wept softly into their turkey sandwiches. 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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PE 1965 
The Feast of 
Steven & Volcano 
This is more like it! For 
many years Doctor Who's 
only tailor-made Christmas 
Special, and the only 
1 twentieth-century episode 
to be screened on the big day itself, part 7 of the 
sprawling epic The Daleks’ Master Plan is quite 
unlike any other instalment of Doctor Who before or 
since, ‘War on Earth and extermination to all men’ 
would have made for a rather un-Christmassy vibe, 
so the monsters are unceremoniously ditched for 
a week in favour of some comedic high jinks in a 
police station and a Hollywood film studio, before 
we pile back aboard the TARDIS for a champagne 
toast to the viewers. The Daleks re-enter the fray a 
week later in Volcano, but the Doctor opts to spend 
New Year’s Day mucking about at a cricket match, 
trading insults with the Meddling Monk, and 
enjoying the celebrations in Trafalgar Square. 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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Тһе Highlanders 
Episodes 2 5 3 

To date the only Doctor Who 
episodes ever to premiëre on 
Christmas Eve and, a week 

later, on New Year's Eve, the 
middle two instalments of this 
historical escapade make for a 
low-key but palatable Yuletide 
treat. The story is best 
remembered for introducing 
B Jamie McCrimmon, but 
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episodes 2 and 3 are 
also notable for some 
full-on panto slapstick as 
the Doctor, adopting the 
guise of a German physician, 
ties up a hapless solicitor and 
repeatedly bangs his secretary's 
head оп a table, before dressing up as а 
washerwoman and hanging around in a pub talking 
nonsense in a high-pitched Pythonesque voice. 
Well, who needs a plot when Patrick Troughton 

is having this much fun? 

Festive Puddingometer: 
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.1967 


The Enemy of the 
World Episode 2 
Further outrageous 
undercover Troughton 
antics hit the airwaves on 
30 December 1967, as the 
Doctor dodges the peril 

of last week's cliffhanger by impersonating a deadly 
Mexican Salamander. No, you misunderstand me. A 
deadly human called Salamander who comes from 
Mexico. In every other respect, this episode is notably 
less light-hearted than The Highlanders: it's all about 
spying, poisoning, blackmail and assassination, and 
it climaxes with thousands dying in a catastrophic 
volcanic eruption. Merry Christmas! 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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AL 1968 


The Krotons Episode One 
It's hard to imagine a more bargain-bin Christmas 
episode of Doctor Who than this one. And that 
last sentence also works if you remove the word 
‘Christmas’. It's 28 December 1968, five years to 
the day since a gleaming alien city in an irradiated 
forest had provided the setting for William 
Hartnell's historic encounter with the Daleks. This 
time, a rubbish alien city in a bog-standard quarry 
provides the setting for Patrick Troughton's historic 
encounter with a hoover attachment. There are 
some useless effects, some decidedly fruity guest 
turns, and some ill-advised dialogue about a 
local legend of ‘silver men’ which raises false 
hopes that the baddies will turn out to be the 
Cybermen. If only. Ah well, some Christmases 
can be a bit deflating, can't they? 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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< CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 1971 


The Demons 
omnibus & 

Day of the Daleks 
Episode One 

After a couple of years 
devoid of festive Doctor 
1971 saw the 


Who content 
advent of a new tradition whereby the Christmas 
week would be graced not only by a new episode 
of Doctor Who, but also by an edited feature-length 
repeat of a recent adventure. On this occasion 
viewers were treated то an omnibus edition of The 
Demons оп 28 December, followed by the first 
episode of the new season's curtain-raiser Day of 


nat 


the Daleks on New Year's Day. Satanic goings 
Devil’s End followed by ghost-hunting at Auderly 


House... spooky Yuletide fare, and a daringly pagan 


1! 


CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 1973 


The Green Death 
omnibus & 

The Time Warrior 
Part Three 

A bit of an odd one, this 
Uniquely among the 


a 


Eleven kicked off in mid-December, so although 
The Green Death immediately precedes The Time 
Warrior in story order, its omnibus repeat on 27 
December actually fell halfway through the latter 
story's original run. Transmitted two days later on 
29 December, The Time Warrior Part Three is a fine 
Christmas episode: it's the one where the Doctor 


Pertwee years, Season 


enlists Dot Cotton to help him trounce a castle siege 
with fireworks and stink-bombs, and Sarah Jane says 
‘Ooh, 1 could murder а cup of tea 


CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 1974 


Planet of the 
Spiders omnibus & 
Robot Part One 

If you thought the 
apocalyptic two-part 
Christmas-schedule- 
straddling colossus of The 
End of Time was a big deal, you should have tried 
being seven years old in 1974, when an omnibus 
repeat of Jon Pertwee's spidery swansong on 27 
December was followed the very next day by the 
unveiling of Tom Baker's brand new Doctor in the 
first episode of Robot. To a generation of seven-year- 
olds, these were pretty much the most exciting two 
d 
from first-hand experience 
Festive Puddingometer: 


yet known to human history. Trust me, I speak 


double whammy for the time of year 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIALS 1972 


The Sea Devils omnibus & 


~~ y s чут 
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Тһе Three Doctors Episode Опе 


Ah 
like that any more. An utterly terrifying 


istmas 19 


adaptation of the spooky MR James classic 


A Warning to the Curious 


Eve, followed by Nigel Kneale’s The Stone 


Tape on Christmas Day. Little Jimmy 


Osmond’s Long Haired Lover from Liverpool 
was perched at Number 1 in the charts, with 


Chuck Ber 
Number 
The Sea De 


Best of all, an omnibus re 


three days later by the first instalment of the 


tenth anniversary classic The Three 


Come on... it doesn’t get much better than that 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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FESTIVE 
SEASONING 


ver the last year or two there's 
been a lot of frightfully earnest 
head-banging in some quarters 
about the naming and 
numbering of the recent seasons of Doctor 
Who. When the show returned to our 
screens back in 2005 there was a certain 
amount of good-natured banter about 
whether Christopher Eccleston was the star 
of Series One’ (as the BBC labelled it) ог 
‘Season Twenty-Seven’ (as many fans 
preferred to see it). This agreeably geeky 
debate has rumbled on ever since, important 
to nobody except to folk like you and me. 
But some time last year, the temperature 
rose considerably. All of a sudden everything 
seemed to be getting far too complicated for 
comfort. It wasn't enough that we had to 
decide whether we thought Matt Smith was 
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They don't make em 


ired on Christmas 


My Ding-a-Ling dangling at 
eat of 
on 27 December was followed 


octors. 


making his début in 'Series Five' or 'Season 
Thirty-One' — some sources were now 
appearing to suggest that Doctor Who was 
rebooting itself and starting from scratch 
with another "Series One'. And on top of 
that, what about those David Tennant 
Specials? Do they bundle up to become a 
season of their own, thus making the 2010 
run ‘Series Six’ (or else ‘Season Thirty-Two')? 
And then, to cap it all, along comes 2011 
with its walloping great mid-transmission 
gap. What's that then? Is that two seasons? 
Or is it one season with, apologies to Amy, a 


mid 59 Break? 


Festive Puddingometer: 


~~ 
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pregnant pause іп the middle? Or to put it 
another way, have we now reached the end 
of Season Two, Season Three, Season Six, 
Season Seven, Season Thirty-Two, Season 
Thirty-Three, or some crazy new thing 
called Season 2.2 (or Season 6.2, or Season 
32.2)? Argh! | can't stand the confusion 

in my mind! 

Okay. Let's just put down the iPad, step 
calmly away from the internet, and ask 
ourselves some very, very basic questions. 
What exactly defines a season of Doctor 
Who? What, in fact, is a ‘season’ anyway? 
It's interesting to note that the use of the 
word 'season' to mean a collection of 
episodes transmitted in a particular clump 
was familiar to Doctor Who fans long before 
it entered common parlance. These days, 
anyone who owns a DVD of The Sopranos, 
The West Wing or The Simpsons is perfectly 
au fait with the term ‘season’, but we Doctor 
Who fans were talking about ‘Season Three" 
and ‘Season Seven’ decades ago, long 
before the Not-We had ever come across 
such a usage. Normal people used to talk 
about ‘series’, not ‘seasons’, but they seem 
to have caught up with us in recent times 
— even though the BBC itself still prefers to 
talk about a ‘series’ of Doctor Who (so do | 
as a matter of fact, but | suppose that's 
neither here nor there). 

Whatever we choose to call it, traditional 
fan lore certainly thinks it knows what a 
Doctor Who 'season' is. It's obvious, isn't it? 
Up until 1989 there were 26 of them, neatly 
packaged up by their transmission dates... 


the time being. Instead, 


It’s a terrific story of course, but 
machine guns, gas attacks, mutations, chemical 
weapons, genocide, Nazis? Ho ho blooming ho! 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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CHRISTMAS SPECIAL 1975 


EXE Genesis of the 

- Daleks omnibus 
With the shifting of Doctor 
Who to the early autumn 
schedules, the days of 

the Christmassy season 
premiëres were over for 
we were treated either 


to mid-season repeats or to random mid-season 
episodes, depending on whether the scheduling 
boffins decided on a Yuletide hiatus. In 1975 they 
did, and on 27 December, during the three-week 
gap between the original transmissions of The 
Android Invas 
treated to an omnibus repeat of Genesis of the Daleks 


m and The Brain of Morbius, we were 


trench warfare, 


or were there? Hmmm. Upon closer 
inspection, complications rear their heads 
almost immediately. 

The 2011 run of Doctor Who is by no 
means the first to have been interrupted by 
a mid-season gap. We can afford to skip 
lightly over a week's break here and there; 
in recent years there have been several of 
these, often occasioned by the Eurovision 
Song Contest. The first was way back in June 
1964, when an extended edition of Summer 
Grandstand necessitated a week's break 
between the second and third episodes of 
Тһе Sensorites. 

But there's more to it than that. No fewer 
than four of Tom Baker's ‘seasons’ were 
interrupted by an extended Christmas break 
lasting several weeks, during which repeats 
from earlier years were often shown in the 
familiar Doctor Who slot. Repeats were a 
great rarity and a delicious treat in those 
days: there were no videos, no DVDs, no BBC 
Three or Dave or iPlayer churning out 
endless reruns. You couldn't just pull an old 
story off the shelf and rewatch it whenever 
you fancied. So although they were out of 
place and out of context, to us old-timers 
those primetime mid-season repeats felt 
almost as if they were part of the current 
Tun. After the original transmission of The 
Android Invasion, the next Doctor Who story 
to air on BBC1 on a Saturday night wasn't 
The Brain of Morbius, but an omnibus repeat 
of Genesis of the Daleks, Likewise, a repeat 
of Robots of Death was slotted in between 
the original transmissions of The Sun Makers 


| МА5 1. 1976 
Ш The Face of Evil 
Part One 

Billed as the start of 

a brand new series of 
adventures after a six-week 
gap following The Deadly 
аз début 


Assassin, 1 


episode aired on New Year's Day 1977. The opening 
scene featured her father being dragged off to be 
eaten alive in a pit of giant bugs, kicking off a cheery 
tale of eugenics, a false religion, an insane god, and 
a civilisation inadvertently condemned to centuries 
of savage barbarism by the Doctor himself. Still, 

it did at least score a festive bullseye for including 


the classic Tom Baker-authored line “Drop your 
weapons, or I'll kill him with this deadly jelly baby.” 
Festive Puddingometer: 
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L1977 
The Robots of 
Death - all of it! 
During the three-week mid- 
season gap at Christmas 
1977, viewers were treated 
to a full-length repeat 


of the previous season's 
four-parter The Robots of 
Death, albeit spliced into 
two 50-minute episodes 
These were transmitted 
on New Year's Eve and New 
Year's Day respectively, and 
the trailers were accompanied 
by The Rah Band's recent smash 
hit The Crunch. If you've never heard 
this amazing tune, put down this 
magazine immediately and go and find it 
on YouTube (it's got to be the original audio 
single, mind, not the dreadful live Top of the Pops 
performance - that's very important), and imagine 
it set against shots of the Voc Robots stalking the 
Sandminer. It was heart-thumpingly exciting. 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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'MAS SPECIAL 1978 


The Power of 
Kroll Part Two 
Pub quiz: what was the 
highest-rated episode of the 
Key to Time season? The 
wildly imaginative Douglas 
Adams one? The spooky 
one with the stone circle? The glossy swashbuckling 
one with the horses and the castle? Nope. Clocking 
up 12.4 million viewers - almost double the 
the most-viewed Key to 


previous week's score 
Time episode by a colossal margin was Part Two 
of The Power of Kroll, which had the good fortune 


to go out on 30 December 1978, there being no 
mid-season gap that year. Britain was in the grip of 
Jim Callaghan's fabled Winter of Discontent, and if 
the truth be told, Kroll Two was a bit of a soggy 
Christm&s treat. On the bright side, it ended with 
a man being dragged into a cardboard pipe by 

a giant rubber tentacle, ensuring plenty of 
contented chuckles as the last of the mince pies 
were polished off. 

Festive Puddingometer: 
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1979 ( 
Тһе Horns of 
Nimon Part Two 
Once again, Season 
Seventeen ran without 
a Yuletide break and 
more by accident 

than by design, the 
episode which ended 
up airing in Christmas 
week was perhaps the 


most festive slice of Doctor 
Who since William Hartnell 

raised his champagne glass back in 
1965. It has long been observed that the gloriously 
heightened style of The Horns of Nimon has a whiff 
of the traditional Christmas pantomime about 


it - and Part Two, transmitted on 29 December, 
features such delights as Tom Baker awarding a 
‘first prize’ best-in-show rosette to K9, a succession 
of outrageously elongated Goon Show sound effects 
emanating from the TARDIS console, and a man's 
trousers splitting when he gets zapped by a monster 
Despite how all this sounds, I'd just like to add that 
The Horns of Nimon is a really, really good stoty, and 
if you disagree you're completely wrong, and that's 
actually a fact. 

Festive Puddingometer: 
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and Underworld. There were по Christmas 
repeats in 1980, but the pregnant pause of 
three weeks between State of Decay and 
Warriors’ Gate occasioned a handy recap on 
New Year's Eve as part of Barry Took's 
retrospective show Pick of 80, helpfully 
reminding viewers of the ongoing story arc 
(the clip they used was actually the last 
scene of Full Circle, establishing that the 
TARDIS was trapped in E-Space). 
The longest of all these Christmas gaps 

came in 1976 after the last episode of The 
Deadly Assassin, which shot its final staser 
bolt on 20 November and was followed by a 
whopping six-week hiatus, during which 
there were omnibus repeats of Pyramids of 
Mars and The Brain of Morbius. 
1 pe When the ‘current’ season 
resumed on New Year's Day 
1977 with The Face of Evil, it 
was trailed on TV and in the 
Radio Times as the start of a 
brand new series, Now, 
let's just pause to 
consider that. The clutch 
of six serials from The 

Masque of 
Mandragora to 
The Talons of 
Weng-Chiang, 
which fandom 
traditionally 
labels 
'Season 
Fourteen’, 


point the idea was to have the gap after The 
Sensorites. What really matters is that the 
first production block rolled on, non-stop, 
until The Dalek Invasion of Earth was in the 
can. That's when the real break happened 
— the break which saw the departure of 
script editor David Whitaker and actress 
Carole Ann Ford, to be replaced after a 
nice long production holiday by 
newcomers Dennis Spooner 
and Maureen O'Brien. The 
fact that the BBC's 
logistical bods had 
decided to schedule a 
few weeks' catch-up 
time and decreed that 
the transmission break 
should fall after The Reign 
of Terror was, artistically 
speaking, neither here nor there. 
And that's by no means the only 
example. You probably know that Terror of 
the Zygons was supposed to be the final 
story of Tom Baker's début season, before 
the decision to move Doctor Who to a new 
autumn time-slot saw it hastily rescheduled 
as the opener of his second. That's why 
Terror of the Zygons ends with a sweetly 
lyrical farewell scene that is far more 'end- 
of-series’ in atmosphere than the abruptly 
blurted-out final moments of its predecessor 
Revenge of the Cybermen, the story which 
became the default finale of what we now 
call ‘Season Twelve’. There are plenty more 
examples of this sort of thing. The ‘Season 
Ten’ serial Carnival of Monsters was made at 


originally and officially sold to us by the BBC 
as two separate series. So if Season Fourteen 
actually stops with The Deadly Assassin, let's 
see what that does to the numbers. Season 
Fifteen is The Face of Evil to The Talons of 
Weng-Chiang, which in turn knocks every 
subsequent year along by one. Horror of 
Fang Rock kicks off Season Sixteen. 
Tom Baker's last year is Season 
Nineteen, Peter Davison's 
first is Season Twenty. Yes 
it is, Stop complaining. 
You started this. You 
can't have it both ways. 
Okay, okay, so I'm 
deliberately rocking the 
boat and making 
mischief, But there's а 
worthwhile point to be 
made here: this whole ‘season’ 
thing is nowhere near as black and 
white and cut and dried as we might like to 
think. In fact, there's a strong case to be 
argued that it's inherently misleading to 
regard those familiar Doctor Who ‘seasons’ 
as discrete chunks of television, separated 
by long breaks in production, and subtly 
different in artistic flavour. Consider, for 
example, the show's first ever series gap, 
back in 1964. The seven-week break in 
transmission between what we think of as 
‘Season One’ and ‘Season Two' was 
determined not by the Doctor Who 
production team, but by the planners and 
schedulers and pipe-smoking heads of 
department in their offices upstairs. At one 


А new companion to 
kick off Series Two? 


not ші КЕТЕ 
he belongs. Я 


the end of the 'Season Nine” production 
block, and the same principle apples to The 
Time Warrior a year later, and to Robot the 
year after that — each was made at the end 
of the preceding block, and each was then 
followed by several months' holiday for the 
cast and crew before production 
recommenced. Now, look at those three 
stories again: in style, mood and execution, 
doesn't each of them feel just slightly more 
of a piece with the previous season than 
with the one in which it was transmitted? 

In the final analysis, it doesn’t really 
matter what we decide to call any given 
batch of TV programmes. As long as we're 
all agreed on what we mean by it, then 
we're simply labelling the jars so we can 
locate them on the shelf. But all the same, 
it's worth shaking the dust off some of those 
long-held, never-challenged preconceptions, 
and reconsidering the rigid fan orthodoxy of 
Doctor Who's ‘seasoris’. There are other 
divisions to ponder, and they're often subtler, 
more revealing and more significant. 
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Friend 


were treated to an impossibly exciting amuse-bouche 
in the form of the first ever Doctor Who spin-off 

K9 and Company is as substantial as tinsel but as 
Christmassy as mulled wine, pine-needles and carols 
from King's College. This is one of those occasions 
when it's best to put common sense on the shelf 
and revel in the camp-as-Christmas opening titles, 
the cuddly niceness of the obvious villains, 


the inexplicably suspicious 
behaviour of the obvious 
red herring characters, the 
acres of baffling verbiage 
about market gardening 
and soil acidity, the 
spectacle of an über: 
sinister Colin Jeavons 
emerging from the mist 
to utter the immortal 
line “I'm Tracey,” and 

th 
of K9 singing We Wish 
You a Merry Christmas 


final coup de grace 


Simply, gloriously 
unreviewably wonderful 
Festive 
Puddingometer: 


سه سه سه سه w‏ 


vw ww ww 


T C 


pF ot every Christmas- 
tinged episode of Doctor 
Who made its premiëre 
=Ë during the festive 
season. For example, William 
Hartnell's snowbound swansong The 
Tenth Planet was transmitted in 
October but is set in December of the 
Futuristic Space Year 1986: this we 
know from a calendar hanging on the 
wall at Snowcap Base, although the 
occupants are far too busy fending off 
Cybermen to think about putting up 
any decorations. Rather more 
obviously festive is the Paul McGann 
TV Movie, which opens in the run-up 
to New Year's Eve 
1999 and sees < 
plenty of Christmas 
lights festooning the 
streets of San 
Francisco. But 
unarguably 
the most ^ 
Christmassy 
of all the 


1L1981 | CHRISTMAS SPE 
K9 and Company: 
AGirl's Best 


With Peter Davison's 
Doctor poised to make 
his début in the New Year, 
on 28 December 1981 we 


CH ГМА$ SPECIAL 1982 
K9 and Company: 
A Girl's Best Friend - again! 

K9! K9! So good they showed it twice! On BBC2 
this time, and on Christmas Eve, which was even 
better. It was particularly good news for viewers 
in the north-west of England, many of whom had 
missed K9 and Company the previous year when 

a fault in the Winter Hill transmitter resulted in 

a complete loss of signal across the entire region 
for several hours. The 1982 repeat was partially 
motivated by the fact that the BBC was aware that 
a sizeable chunk of K9 and Company's potential 
audience hadn't been able to see it the first time. 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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CIAL 1988 
The Greatest 
Show in 
the Galaxy 
Part Three 
Further scheduling 
changes meant that 
Doctor Who barely 
troubled the BBC's 
Christmas week during 
the 1980s. The only 
exception was in 1988, 
when Season Twenty-Five 
made an unusually late 
autumn début which meant 


that its final story ran into the 


М w 


non-Christmas episodes has to be 
2005% The Unquiet Dead, with its 
lashings of snow, lanterns and carol 
Singers, not to mention Charles 
Dickens turning up in person to 
quote A Christmas Carol at us left, 
right and centre. 

A number of other 
mid-season episodes 
have included 
scenes set at 


Christmastime: just after the 
Love & Monsters Doctor bids 
revisits the farewell to Rose, 
events of The Jackie and his 
Christmas tenth incarnation. 


Invasion, while 
Turn Left offers 
alternative and rather — 
less merry outcomes for The 
Runaway Bride and Voyage of the 
Damned. Since we're being 
completist, we'd better include the 
closing seconds of Doomsday (it's 
certainly Christmas as far as 
Donna is concerned), and of 
both Last of the Time Lords 
and Time Crash (likewise as 
the Titanic collides with the 
TARDIS), and if we're 

7 going to be really 

Î pedantic, then 
presumably The Eleventh 
Hour's opening scene, as 
the TARDIS swoops 
across the 
London skyline, 
is still set on 
New Year's 
Day 2005, 


And if you think 
that's going a bit far, 
how about this: for 
significant plot reasons we 
know that the masquerade ball in 
The Girl in the Fireplace marks 
Madame de Pompadour's 37th 
birthday, and thus we know that it's 
set on 29 December 1758! So there. 
Oh, and tempting though it might 
be to assume that the opening scene 
of New Earth follows on directly from 
The Christmas Invasion, the great big 
leafy green trees billowing in the. 
bright sunshine behind Rose as she 
bids farewell to Jackie and Mickey 
betray the fact that it's the height of 
summer, so unless the explosion of 
the Sycorax spaceship has triggered 
some extremely peculiar seasonal 
conditions, we're going to have to 
assume that there's a substantial gap 
in the narrative patiently awaiting 
explanation there... 


New Year. Transmitted on 28 December, Part 
Three of The Greatest Show in the Galaxy had all the 
makings of a surefire Christmas cracker. The Big 
Top! Clowns! All the fun of the fair! Hooray! Oh 
hang on. Robot clowns strangling their suicidal 
creator! Young boy horribly killed in сі 


us ring! 
Bowel-loosening werewolf cliffhanger! On second 
thoughts. 

Festive Puddingometer: 
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> SPECIAL 2005 
The Christmas 
Invasion 

The first of the modern- 
day Christmas Specials 

is roasted to perfection 


î and served up with all the 
МЫЙ trimmings: it's a veritable 
winter wonderland of Christmas trees, satsumas, 
Santas and snow. Admittedly the trees and the 
satsuma both become lethal weapons, the Santas 
are of the murderous robotic variety, and the snow 
is actually the ash from an alien spaceship ruthlessly 
blasted out of the sky by that hard-nosed old nimby 
Harriet Jones, but the prevailing atmosphere is 
unmistakably one of celebration and rebirth. The 
eatures the Doctor Who 

début of Slade's signature song 
ybody, and 
we even get to see the 
newly-regenerated Tenth 
Doctor sitting down to 
Christmas dinner with 

the Tylers. Hooray! 
Festive 


Puddingometer: 
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Merry Xmas 


52006 


Тһе Runaway 
Bride в The Sarah 
Jane Adventures: 
Invasion of 

the Bane & 
Torchwood: 
Series One finale 


2006 brought three Christm 
price of one: over on BBC Three, the first season 


s Specials for the 


of Torchwood reached its climax with Combat 

(aka Weevil Fight Club) screening on Christmas 
Eve, followed by a final double-bill of Captain Jack 
Harkness/End of Days on New Year's Day. Earlier 
that afternoon Sarah Jane Smith returned to BBC 
One for another extra-curricular outing which 
would turn out to have rather more staying-power 
than КО and Company. Invasion of the Bane was a 
spirited appetiser for the best spin-off series ever 
Meanwhile, on Christmas Day itself, Doctor Who's 
seasonal extravaganza The Runaway Bride was a 
high-octane romp with a slightly darker edge 

the robot Santas returned, and new girl Donna 
Noble faced wedding-day blues of an altogether 


unexpected variety as her intended turned out to 


be a treacherous rotter selling planet Earth down 
the river Thames to a giant spider with a toothy 
grin and a definite taste for melodrama. All this, 
and a fab song performed by Neil Hannon too. 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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52007 
Voyage of the Damned s 

The Runaway Bride repeat 

The Christmas schedule for 2007 included a 

repeat of The Runaway Bride on 27 December, but 


gloomier affair 
Assemble the following ingredients: The Poseidon 
Adventure, The Robots of Death, Titanic, Kylie 
Minogue, Geoffrey Palmer, Bernard Cribbins 


the new Special was a decide 


and Russell Tovey. Place in the blender and 


whizz until thoroughly pureed. Spoon into a 
generous 72-minute timeslot and overcook 


slightly. Remove from oven and sprinkle 
with Nicholas Witchell. Guarantee 
unprecedented levels of Christmas cheer 
by including a tragic death scene for 
Kylie's character and a morose ship's 
captain whose reaction to a diagnosis 
of terminal cancer is to agree to 
commit suicide by crashing his 
spaceship into the Earth and killing 
millions of innocent people 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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= here's one Doctor Who 
ы Christmas Special which 
has never received an 

L Ш official airing, and with 
good reason: it's far too naughty! 
During the late 1970s it became 
increasingly common for the cast and 
crew of the BBC's best-known shows 
to record a jokey contribution to the 
Corporation's in-house Christmas 
tape, an annual collection of bloopers, 
out-takes and horseplay which was 
assembled by the VT department for a 
strictly private airing at the seasonal 
staff party. In 1978, Doctor Who got 
in on the act with a loosely scripted 
little sketch performed on the TARDIS 
set by Tom Baker, Mary Tamm and 
John Leeson during the shooting of 
The Armageddon Factor, The minute- 
long scene opens with the Doctor 
offering a bottle of vodka to K9, who 
enthusiastically slurps it up through 
his nose-laser before embarking on 

a rendition of We Wish You a Merry 


enough ball bearings 
to last the series 
through, and fewer 
sill-irons on the 
floors of the planets 
we visit!” (This 
rib-tickling in-joke 
refers to the strip of 
metal which typically 
runs across the 

base of a scenery 
doorway to help 
prevent a set from 
wobbling. Although 
barely noticeable to 
the viewer, and a 
piece of cake for an 
actor to step over, 


2008 
The Next Doctor 


20085 Christmas outing 
3i 


than the preceding year's 


was scarcely less bonkers 


but was markedly more 
festive in atmosphere: like 
some barking-mad mash- 
up of Oliver Twist, Transformers, Memento and Annie, 
it found our hero teaming up with an amnesiac 
impostor-Doctor in a snowy Victorian London to 
rescue some lovably Dickensian workhouse children 
from the horrible Cybermen. In the unforgettable 
climax, the Doctor hops aboard a hot-air balloon 
called the TARDIS in order to confront a giant 
multi-storey CyberKing which is stomping around 
London with Dervla Kirwan at the controls. It's a 
bit like Mecha-Streisand from that episode of South 
ark, only with better production values. There's 

a fine performance from David Morrissey as the 
baffled faux-Doctor, and a lovely coda as the pair 
of them go off together for a spot of Christmas 
dinner. Awww. 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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тһе Епа of Time Parts Опе & Two 

Christmas Day 2009! New Year's Day 2010! 
The Master! The Ood! The Vinvocci! 
The Nobles! The 
Immortality Gate! The Burger Van! 
The Sound of Drums! The Master 
Race! The Woman in White! 
The Timothy Dalton! The 


The Time Lords! 


Chancellor! The Partisan! The 
Visionary! The Time War 

The Whitepoint Star! The 

he Farewell 
arewell Scenes! 


Four Knoc 
Scenes! The 
The Farewell Scenes! 
The Е; 
Regeneration! The New 


Farewell Scenes! The 


Doctor! Geronimo! Phew! 
Well, that was a rollercoaster 
ride and no mistake, But, er 
how Christmassy was it? 


Festive Puddingometer: 
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7 
Christmas (three whole years before 
he sang the same number in the 
closing moments of K9 and Company, 
fact fans!). Swigging on his vodka 
from a BBC paper cup, the Doctor 
asks K9 what he'd like for Christmas, 
eliciting the reply: "I would like 


sill-irons presented a serious obstacle 
اپد‎ _ to the wheels of the robot dog.) K9 
then innocently enquires, "Master, 
what is your desire at Christmas?” — 
a question which Tom Baker pauses 
briefly to consider, before turning to 
look at Mary Tamm with a louche 
expression most unbecoming of a 
Time Lord... at which point the actors 
and crew dissolve into laughter. 

Ah, those were the days. 


Tipsy in 

the TARDIS!, 
Outrageous 
behaviour! 


A Christmas Carol & Specials repeat 
season 

The Eleventh Doctor's first Christmas Special was 
a wintry fable of darkness and light, of loss and 

y hearts melted by the warmth of 


redemption, of 
the Yuletide spirit, of cryogenically suspended opera 
singers, of Frank Sinatra and Marilyn Monroe, and 
of sonic screwdrivers bitten in half by great big 
airborne sharks. Lit up by Michael Gambon's guest 
turn as the Ebenezer Scroogeoid Kazran Sardick 


A Christmas Carol took Doctor Who further than 

ever before into the realms of magical realism, and 
delivered a resounding "Bah humbug! 
who thinks that this is just a show about robots 


to anyone 


and spaceships. It was followed by a welcome feast 


of Christmas leftovers, as repeats 
of every Christmas Special 
from The Runaway Bride 
onwards (plus the Easter 
Special Planet of the Dead) 
were stripped daily 

from 28 December to 

3 January. That's an 

hour of Doctor Who on 
BBC One every day for 
seven consecutive days 


Unprecedented! 
Festive 
Puddingometer: 
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The Doctor, the Widow 
and the Wardrobe 
“Christmas turned up to 12” is how producer 
Marcus Wilson described this year's Special in 
DWM last month - and, with a title that manages to 
evoke both Narnia and Widow Twankey, The Doctor, 
the Widow and the Wardrobe could hardly sound 
more Christmassy if it tried. We're promised “a very 
emotional tale” with "great heart and a great cast" 

a cast which includes seasoned comic actors Claire 
Skinner, Bill Bailey, Arabella Weir and Alexander 
Armstrong. At the time of going to press, nobody 
here at DWM has seen any more of the finished 
article than you have, but the word on the street 

is very exciting and our mince pies are positively 
steaming with anticipation 

Festive Puddingometer: Standing by! 
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TO - 


DWM counts down to the 50th anniversary of Doctor Who 
in November 2013, with its season-by-season celebration... 


The Doctor faced new horrors that 


were the stuff of nightmares. 


Shaking off the final 
remnants of the past, 
the series broke new 
ground, becoming 
darker and drawing on 
our innermost fears... 
Feature by JACQUELINE RAYNER 


| — асс с. 


кетїї waa macaziNe 


hirteen: unlucky for some. But while 
Season Thirteen was undoubtedly 
unlucky for many of the characters 


who appeared in it, viewers could 


count themselves very lucky indeed 


Although conceived as a children's 


programme, Doctor Who was usually 
aimed at a family audience, something that adults 
and children could enjoy watching together. It wasn't 


ar lance to strike. Audience reaction reports 


documented adults bemoaning 


'silliness' while children wandered off bored 
whenever there were no monsters on screen. 


But together, producer Philip Hin 
script editor Robert Holmes were creating a 
perfect recipe to appeal right across the board 
Hinchcliffe has said that he and Holmes decided 
to 'fertilise' Doctor Who by injecting it with rich 
themes borrowed from acknowledged classics; 


their decision definitely bore fruit 


Those science-fiction classics - both literary 


and filmic - ádded new layers to the show. The 


DOUGLAS CAMFIELD 
DIRECTOR 


ouglas Camfield was 
involved in Doctor Who 
from its earliest days. He'd 
long nursed an ambition 
to work for Walt Disney, but upon 
leaving the army signed on to the BBC 
instead. After several years working 
his way up the production ladder he 
became production assistant to Waris 
Hussein on the first ever Doctor Who 
story — although in both this and his 
next credit, Marco Polo, Camfield did 
actually direct some of the action 


scenes. He was full director for The 
Crusade, and would direct some of 
the very best stories over the next 11 
years: The Time Meddler, The Daleks’ 
Master Plan, The Web of Fear, The 
Invasion, Inferno, Terror of the Zygons 
and The Seeds of Doom - all superb, 
He was known for being an 
enthusiastic and energetic director, 
one of a rare breed who was equally 
good at both the technical challenges 
of directing and working with and 
enthusing his acting team — many 
of whom were part of his ‘repertory 
company’ and would appear in much 
of his work. Walter Randall, Kevin 


Stoney, John Challis, lan Fairbairn 

and Sheila Dunn (aka Mrs Douglas 
Camfield) were all regularly cast by 
Camfield. Another membér of the 

‘rep’ was Nicholas Courtney, and it's 
Douglas Camfield who fans have to 
‘thank for the development of the then- 
Colonel Lethbridge-Stewart. 

Douglas Camfield died in 1984, 
aged 52, but his legacy lives — not just 
through his own Doctor Who work 
but in his influence on others, such as 
director Graeme Harper. Harper once 
declared that Camfield “could make 
magic out of nothing.” The man may 
be gone, but the magic still remains. 


“Here boy. Fetch it! Fetch it!” 
(Terror of the Zygons Part Four) 
The Doctor throws the Skar. ty 
titbit 


sends it back to Loch Nes: 


its own signalling device — and 
the only hi 


it has ever known. 


The Brain of Morbius riffed on 
Mary Shelley's Frankenstein. 


first story of the season, Terror of the Zygons, had 


originally been intended to round off Season Twelve 
but its Invasion of the Bodysnatchers vibe fitted in well 
Evil offered a science 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde 


Mummy movies inspired large chunks of Pyramids of 


with its new home. Planet o 


fiction take on horror s 


Mars, and it was back to Invasion of the Bodysnatchers 
for The Android Invasion. Mary Shelley 
often considered to be the first s 


's Frankenstein 


ience-fiction 


novel, played a big role in The Brain of Morbius v 
Ims. 1951's 


many Universal and Hammer horror 


The Thing from Another World probably lent several 
elements to The 5 


eds of Doom 

But having a striking central hook courtesy of the 
classics doesn't guarantee success. The foundation 
was there, but it was how Hinchcliffe and Holmes 
developed the stories that made them classic Doctor 


Who as well. For the younger children, there were 


scary monsters - 2 ons, mummies, Kraals, Morbius 
and Krynoids. There were no returning monsters 


as firmly 


in this season, now the new Doctor w 


established; it was forging its own way forward, 


not relying on past glories - and apart, perhaps. 


from the Kraals, these were fabulous, memorable 


monsters. The villains, too, were memorable 
astonishing and chilling creations such as Sutekh, 
Solon and Harrison Chase who were a triumph of 
both scripting and acting, 

It wasn't just monsters and villains, though 


These multi-layered stories offered further chills 


for the older or more imaginative children - or the 
adults. They spoke to fears deep inside. How can 
you tell friends from enemies? How can you know 


who to trust? The horror of familiar faces sudder 


turning against you, whether a shape-shifting Zyg 
or a Kraal duplicate, means that no-one can feel 
safe. Laurence Scarman couldn't believe his own 
brother had been taken over by an evil entity, a 

fa 
dealing with possession is the appeal to the last 


t that led to his own demise. A staple of fiction 


vestige of the original person somewhere deep 
inside. In the previous season's The Ark in Space, 


the Wirrn swarm leader still had a trace of Noah’s 


humanity and that saved the day. That trick didn't 


“Take off the eye patch and look 


for yoursel 


onaut Guy C 


n lying to him — they didn't kin 


build him, and he has 


ELISABETH SLADEN 
SARAH JANE SMITH 


lot has been said about 

Elisabeth Sladen following 

her tragically early 

death this year; detailed 
accounts of her career can be 
found іп DWM's tribute issue 
(DWM 440). Almost every moment 
of her screen presence in Season 
Thirteen demonstrates why she 
meant so much to so many. Her 
Sarah Jane is a character that the 
viewers can believe in utterly: 
whether she is joking with the 
Doctor or terrified of a monster, she 
is one hundred per cent real. 

See Sarah's reaction on becoming 
blind in The Brain of Morbius Part 
Two. Watch her attempt at courage 
despite her terror as Chase plans to 
turn her into a Krynoid at the end 
of The Seeds of Doom Part Three. 
It's no surprise that in the mid-70s 
almost every little girl (and some 
not-so-little girls — and some boys 
too!) wanted to be Sarah Jane 


"You know, Doctor, | could play all day 
in my green cathedral" 

of Doom Part Three) 

Barmy botanist Harriso 


(The Seeds 
hase takes 
nts' to a n vel as he 


the Doctor his Floriana Recuiem. 


Smith, Before the days of (affordable) 
home video, many fans relied on the 
LPs of Genesis of the Daleks and The 
Pescatons — both featuring Sarah — 
for their Doctor Who fix, and thus she 
continued being the companion in the 
minds of many for long after she'd left 
the show. 

It's unsurprising that Elisabeth 
Sladen was invited to return to the 
programme more than any other 


companion actor. Sensibly, she 
declined to reprise her role merely 
to oversee the Fourth Doctor's 
regeneration — although she did 
return for fan-pleasing moments in 
The Five Doctors and Dimensions in 
Time, as well as for two radio serials 
alongside Jon Pertwee. She returned 
again for twenty-first-century Doctor 
Who, and has had no fewer than 
three spin-offs of her own: K9 and 


Company in 1981, two series of Sarah 
Jane Smith audio adventures for Big 
Finish Productions, and of course 

the incredibly successful The Sarah 
Jane Adventures for CBBC. A show 
for trendy kids in which the lead 
character was a woman in her sixties 
sounded the least likely hit ever — but 
Sladen's skill and warmth meant that 
yet another generation of children 
think of Sarah Jane as their hero. 


work in Season Thirteen of Doctor Who. Faith and 
trust led to death and destruction. 

Planet of Evil may have seemed more subtle 
not as r 


-liant on lumbering monsters or cackling 


villains, but its nightmarish qualities were just as 
strong. There can be few people who haven't woken 
up from a terrifying dream where an únseen killer 
is picking people off one by one, or where they're 
try 

are dragged back towards it 


ng to escape from some horrifying situation but 
These are ideas that 
linger long in the imaginatic 
So many other nightmares. People strapped 
down by opening Krynoid pods. Relentl 


s, tireless 


mummies. Body parts harvested to house a maniac’s 


brain. A friend's face falling off to reveal circuitry 


beneath. This was a programme that was taking 
itself seriously, and so audiences could do so too. 
Add into the mix the wit of Robert Holmes 


that could elevate the humblest script, and some 
brilliant design work (special mention must be made 
of the stunning Zeta Minor jungle sets), and you 


have a winning series. No-one need be embarra 


about watching this show (well, just turn away when 


the Skarasen’s on screen), or be bored, or think 


it too silly. Its success on broadcast was probably 
helped by it being shown through the darkening 
days of autumn and winter (prévious seasons had 
all been partly on air in spring Өг even summer) 
but its continued popularity is solely because it is, 


simply, brilliant. ІШІ 


mr Фшно пасегне 


It's been a year of amazing new Doctor Who 


adventures, but one also tinged with sadness 
and loss. DWM looks back at the year when 


our favourite TV show turned 48 years old. 


Feature by 


e have to acknowledge this 
upfront: 2011 has been, in 
two very important ways, the 
ear for Doctor Who 
fans since the show returned 
to BBC One in 2005. The 
show itself, and its satellite 


saddest 


endeavours, continued to grow and flourish in 

a truly astounding fashion, but out there in the 
rather less appealing real world, two of Doctor Who's 
most enduring and loved icons were taken from us. 
Nicholas Courtney and Elisabeth Sladen, RIP. | 


Britain slips and slides into the New | 


Year, comforted by the knowledge that 
it's more than halfway out of the dark 
It's hard to believe that, a mere 12 
months ago, Matt Smith uttered his 
first lines as the Doctor at | 
the climax of 


The End of Time Part Two 
During 2010, Matt seized the 
role with such joie de vivre and 
mercurial magnetism that he 


is already cemented in our 


brains. So too are Karen 
Gillan and Arthur Darvill. For 
the first time in a while, the 
TARDIS has a team, and 
showrunner Steven Moffat is 


frankly delighted to be seen in slips -ihnotited - 


into a line-up of 
‘tall, cool people 
i 


public with them. ‘I hope my 
big, happy grin isn't too 

fatuous, he'writesin DWM 8 
4305 Produttion Notes 9 
here's me with the three coolest, tallest, nicest people 


Because 


I know, feeling for once in my saddo life like one of 
the in-crowd. Of course, I know it looks a bit 


different from outside - three cool, gorgeous peop! 
with their comedy homunculus - but nothing can 
spoil my mood. 

Matt and Karen give us exclusive interviews, 
gazing back over the whirlwind which has brought 
them here. “I guess it's an experience,” says Matt 
/hen 


that none of us will forget or ever get again.) 
do you ever get to appeal to such a broad range 
of people, in a show that has such diversity and 
possibilities? It's very hard to match. We try to 
appreciate it s that 
we're stood in the coldest castle in Cardiff and it's 


but then we remind ourselv 


minus 15 degrees! 
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There's an Amy Pond coin!" Karen marvels 
I was like, what?! And an action figure. Seeing a 
miniature version of yourself is so bizarre. But I just 


see it as Amy. І see a real distinction between myself 


and the character. I hope other people do, otherwise 
I'm not really acting 

Director Toby Haynes gives our David Bailey a 
jingle bell to discuss A Christmas Carol, describing 


how Steven's brief of making “the most Christmassy 


hristmas Special ever seen, anywhere" turned out 
to be "the most challenging episode of Doctor Who 
I've done. I was a massive Doctor Who fan as a kid, 
I'm doing my dream job. And doing the Christmas 
Special was the zenith of that job. 

A new year brings with it a new Time Team 


Richard, Jac and Peter had experienced every 


instalment of Doctor Who from 1963 to 1996, and 


So it's time for them to go to a Home For The 
Bewildered, muttering about death, unconscious 
regulars and repeated 
incarceration. Before being 
led away, however, they pass 
their long-held baton to 
Chris, Emma, Michael and 
Will, who cor 
viewing odyssey with 2005's 


nmence their 


Rose, declaring themselves 
all a-shiver” and enjoying it 
quite a lot 

Having joined Twitter 
on 9 December 2010 
(as @DWMTweets), DWM 
embraces social media with 
an article gathering 40 
People Every Doctor Who Fan 


hould Follow On Twitter. 


Revisiting it now, we see that @steven_moffat has 
gained over 135,000 followers in the 11 months 
since (enjoying a total of 185,110 at the time 


of writing) and inexplicably failed to contract 
Blocker's Wrist’ along the way. 


So here's the first of 20115 two 
months which can't help but be 
overshadowed by terrible news 
Nicholas Courtney, the legendary 
man who played fictional legend 
Brigadier Alistair Gordon Lethbridge- 
Stewart, passes away on 22 February. 
Twitter and other social media facilitate the 
lightning-fast travel of news good and bad - 


` 
ч пейпсотрац ible and much- 


missed Nicholas Courtney as 
Brigadier Lethbridge-Stewart 


and this bruising information sends Doctor Who 
fans reeling. 


ctly ooze si 


“Tegan didn't Janet Fielding tells 
us of her 80s Who companion, set to finally join the 
Fifth Doctor's TARDIS team for a Big Finish mini 
series starting with Alan Barnes’ Heroes of Sontar in 
April. In Other News, we can't stop thinking, "Janet 
Fielding just said ‘sex’!” Seconds later, she says 
“hardcore”, too, Madness. And of course, she has a 
pop at Matthew 'Adric' Waterhouse, upon learning 
of his Blue Box Boy biography. “What you're saying 
is, he's written his own biography? He's ghosted his 


own autobiography?! I think we've just got to the 
nub of why the boy's a bit strange. He was strange 
back then, too." 

Mark Gatiss talks to DWM this issue, while 


naturally trying to say as little as possible abc 


t 
st until 


his Night Terrors story, which won't broadc 


September. In fact, that title isn't even confirmed - 
Mark and the team have been toying with House Call 
("though that's not very scary, is it?"). Of course, 
there's loads more to talk about, since House Call 
yes, he's right, isn't he) will be Mark's fourth Doctor 
Who TV tale and he is a man of many talents. 

He's candid about his thoughts on the new 
generation of Smartie-hued Daleks created for his 
2010 story Victory of the Daleks: “If it weren't for 
that hump [on their backs], they'd be exactly what 
I wanted: much bigger, their colours are gorgeous 
and 1 believe children like them very much. 1 would 
defend them to the hilt... if it weren't for their hilt.” 

The Doctor Who Experience opens in West 
London, with its interactive walkthrough adventure 
(fly the 


memorabilia and props. Big Finish encourages the 


'ARDIS!) and huge exhibition of artefacts, 


Sixth Doctor to pull up a chair at The Feast of Axos; 
AudioGO's new audiobook The Jade Pyramid sees 
Martin Day whisking the Eleventh Doctor and Amy 
entertain's DVD release 


to medieval Japan; and 2 
of First Doctor story The Ark is one in the eye for 
Monoid haters. 


B Oh, March! Just sling your hook. Are 
you April? Are there any new Doctor 
Who TV episodes in you? No. 

DWM 432 hands Who junkies 


some tasty methadone, as more 


news on Series Two/Six/Thirty-Two/ 
Епагр 1 is revealed in our pages. 
Guest stars David Walliams, Lily Cole and Hugh 


Bonneville ar ed, as are the return of 


announc 


Gareth Roberts and Toby Whithouse's magical 
typing hands, plus those of Series Two (oh, you 


know, one of the other Series Twos, from 2006) 


writer Tom MacRae. 
Toby is interviewed, describing The God Complex 


as “the Doctor Who script I’m most proud of, of the 


three... Not to diminish the experience of doing 
School Reunion and The Vampires of Venice, but they 
were lighter episodes. The God Com} 


lex îs closer to. 
I mean, my favourite episodes of modetn Doctor Who 
are Blink and Midnight. They're extraordinary pieces 
of work 

Steven Moffat describes the run-up to 
transmission as ‘Like a construction site, All around, 


episodes are springing up. There's dubs, and edits, 
and meetings (always meetings), and me blinking 

back the tears, and realising I've still got a script to 
write, and not an idea іп my empty head: He also 
exclusively declares that Episode 1 won't be called 
Year of the Moon (11 really like that title, but absolutely 
nobody else does in the whole wide world’) and 


Episode 2 won't be called Look Behind You. 


It also transpires that there is some Actual Doctor 
Who on our screens this month. On 18 March, 
Comic Relief plays host to two-part mini adventure 
Space and Time, involving Amy brazenly flirting 
with her own timey-wimey duplicate. We approve. 
David Tennant is also involved with Comic Relief this 
year, having filmed his distressing visit to famine 
swamped Uganda. “I didn't want it to Бе mawkish,” 
he rells DWM. "I wanted to react.as truthfully and 
honestly as I could." 

A new AudioGO Eleventh Doctor audioboc 
The Gemini Contagion, emerges this month, dealing 


with a rampant, linguistic virus and written by some 


eejit whose name escapes me. Nicholas Briggs' Big 
Finish play To the Death brings the latest run of 
Eighth Doctor adventures to a shocking close. The 
Revisitations 2 box set collects newly extra-riddled 
DVD editions of The Seeds of Death, Carnival of 
Monsters and Resurrection of the Daleks, to keep us 
going until Doctor Eleven reopens his surgery. 


maven кон | 


DEATH? а p DEATH? 
ік.) 


This should Бе the month which is all к= 
Doctor Who's triumphant return to our 
screens. Tragically, of course, it is also the 
month which shocks us with Elisabeth 
Sladen's passing on 19 April. As the 

news spreads, social media is awash with 
disbelieving, crushed exclamations 


not survive the : sed on opener... 


If we all deny that this has happened, then perhaps 
it might be undone, right? If only. The loss of our 
Sarah Jane Smith is almost impossible to compute, 
and remains so at the time of writing this. It's with 
heavy hearts that DWM begins to plan a tribute 
issue which befits Elisabeth's magnificence, while 
the already-completed DWM Special, The Sarah Jane 
Companion Volume Two, coincidentally hits shelves 
this very month. Lis also features in 1974's TV story 
Planet of the Spiders, which is finally released on DVD. 

DWM 433 comes with four different covers, to 
illustrate the ominous revelation that one of the 
four TARDIS team members will not survive season 
| wager that 


opener The Impossible Astronaut. We'l 
few readers expected that person to be the Doctor 
himself. Millions of viewers’ eyes, ears and minds 
are astonished as this Utah-shot two-parter unfolds 
on 23 and 30 April, with final BARB ratings of 8.86 


million and 7.3 million respectively (‘Dis 
according to the Daily Mail - why, it’s almost as if 
they exist in a universe of their own). The super- 
creepy Silence delight fans, while spawning at least 
100,000 Twitter jokes about how forgettable they are. 
Gallifrey Guardian discloses more episode titles 
including yet another name for Mark Gatiss’ 
episode: What Are Little Boys Made Of?, which 
would have made it the first Doctor Who story title 
to ever end with a question mark. James Corden is 
announced as reprising his role as Craig 
Owens in Gareth Roberts’ as-yet 
untitled sequel to The Lodger. Busy 
Roberts is also set to novelise 


ppointing’, 


Douglas Adams’ ‘lost’ TV Doctor Who story, 
Shada. A trio of BBC Books novels are unleashed: 
Una McCormack's The Way Through The Woods, 
Paul Finch's Hunter's Moon and Dead of Winter by 
James Goss 

And good golly! Tom Baker confirms that he will 
be joining the Big Finish fold, following his work 
with AudioGO on the Hornets’ Nest, Demon Quest 
and forthcoming Serpent Crest serials. Wonderful 
news, following years of speculation as to whether 
the great man would ever sign up with Jason Haigh 


Ellery's crew. 


This month, our telly boxes are 
assaulted by pirates and a spooky 
siren (The Curse of the Black Spot), the 
TARDIS literally personified ( The 


gers 


Doctor's Wife) and gloopy Gan; 
(The Rebel Flesh and The Alm 

As we absorb all that splendour 
DWM 434 tantal 
Cybermen аге set to return this series, while Steven 


t People), 


1s by revealing that the 


continues to fume about a minority of press night 
Hello internet 
'if 1 could turn 


attendees who reveal spoilers online 
forums, he writes in Production Notes, 
you off right now, I would.’ 

DWM scribe Benjamin Cook presents his diaries 
from November 2010, as he joins Doctor Who's 
cast and crew on location in Utah, where they're 
shooting that season opener. Matt Smith is excited 


"We should get some plate shots," he dec 


"then have an episode about dinosaurs!" That 


long-awaited Doctor Who/Primeval crossover feels 
only а hair's breadth away. 


эу! 


постов 


macaz INE 41. 
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Writer Neil Gaimag talks to us about The Doctor's 
Wife, and he's excited too. "There hasn't been 
a TARDIS corridor in the new era,” he shrieks 
and now we have an infinite corridor! Which is 
terribly, terribly cool.” Then there's Hugh ‘Excited’ 
Bonneville, who had such larks during the Black 
Spot shoot ve had to get 
drenched,” he hoots. “It was hilarious! I said, ‘I’m a 


There was a bit where 


47-year-old boy!” 
Author David Fisher's new audio novelisation 
of his 1970s tale The Stones of Blood emerges via 
AudioGO, along with James Goss’ Eleventh Doctor 
audiobook The Hounds of Artemis, which concerns 
ancient evil lurking within a tomb. Not only are 
Frontios and the Mannequin Mania set (comprising 
Spearhead from Space and Terror of the Autons) issued 
on DVD this month, but Gallifrey Guardian notes 
that just 24 stories from the 1963-1989 run have 
yet to hit the format! This means that, by 2013, 
fans will finally have got their paws on sought-after 
gems like Terror of the Zygons (CGI Skarasen option, 
anyone?) and The Deemons, which is one of the rarest 
VHS rel 


leases. Magisterial 


Argh! Just one episode 
of Doctor Who this 


cro ШІ 


- month, in the shape of 
ا‎ [j| battle royale А Good 
ans! Man Goes to War, which 
Т» 


finally reveals River 


COURTNEY 
- Song's relationship 


not the Doctor, but Amy and Когу. “Even 


to... well 


once we know who River is,” Alex Kingston tells 
DWM 435, “I don't think we've lost her potential 
for adventure. I suspect Steven has a lot more cards 
in his hand.” 

Splitting this year’s run of episodes in two is 
already paying off: this properly feels like the end 
of a series, and yet there's another series to come 


this year! More season closers and openers for your 
Doctor Who hasn't had to 


wrestle with Summer for the hearts and minds of 


licence fee. It's nice tha 


potential viewers, or attempt to sculpt a dark, scary 
atmosphere while sun blazes through windows onto 
ГУ screens. 

New Torchwood's on the way, to bridge the three 
month gap. Russell T Davies makes a welcome 
return to DWM'5 pages, in order to explain exactly 


how difficult it's been to get American actors to 


ronounce the name 'Geraint' And, indeed, English 
actors, "This series is both bigger and more intimate 
than before," he tells us in a Venice Beach bakery 

уегуопе has pulled together to make something 
special and I'm really proud of what we achieved." 
He then swans off to make a hilarious Three Doctors 
esque reappearance in Production Notes. 

Suranne Jones describes how you go about 
preparing to become the TARDIS. “At first, I just 
thought, no, Idris can't be. Then I just read the 
script, and Neil's writing just kind of leapt off the 
really helped me. With previous 
nt time with a murder squad team 


page, so tł 


Гуе 


in Manchester... but you can't research being the 
TARDIS” A remarkable month for the blue box, 
this - the cliffhanger of Jonathan Morris’ DWM 
comic story Apotheosis sees it transformed into a 


1 


temporalacceleration 


еоиз orfanic plant thing, thanks to pesky old 


Dan Tostevin reports from the set of The Rebel 
Flesh/ The Almost People and learns about grim 
goings-on which ultimately hit the cutting room 
floor due to excessive nastiness, “There were 
some scenes involving the Doctor apparently 
beheaded,” cackles writer-fiend Matthew 
Graham. “And the Jennifer creature held up a 
severed head of the Doctor's. In fact, she had 
three severed heads - Amy's, Rory's and the « 
Doctor's. In a bag." Don't know about you, reade 
but that bag strikes us as the element which tips 


this scenario into unacceptable terror. Brrrrrr. 
DWM 436, our second issue this month, is a 

gloriously shiny tribute to Nicholas Courtney. The 

great and good of Doctor Who, including Tom Baker, 
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Colin Baker, Sylvester McCoy and David Tennant, 
line up to pay their respects. "We should hope,” say 
Tom, "that when it's our turn to be eulogised, some 
might say of us, ‘He was good to be with’. Nick was 
wonderful to be with. 


pr 


Some people's company is so 


ious. Nick was one of them.” 

Gallifrey Guardian breaks the top-notch news that 
Matt Smith will return for his third series of Doctor 
Who. The BBC has guaranteed 14 more episodes. 
including the 2012 Christmas Special. *Doctor Who's 
future is absolutely secure at the BBC,” says Steven 
while running about, detonating party poppers, 


‘and in fact there's more than we've even told you 
about so far.” The show’s ratings continue to hold 
strong, averaging out at an excellent 7.5 million 
viewers per episode, just as it has since 2005 

Big Finish releases the third series of Jago & 
Litefoot, the Who spin-off which catalogues the 
further adventures of The Talons of Weng-Chiang's 
sublime double act. This time, it features Louise 
J la. A new flock 
of Eleventh Doctor novels flutter into existence: 
Jonathan Morris’ Touched By An Angel, Naomi 
Alderman's Borrowed Time and Paradox Lost by 
George Mann. From the world of DVD comes the 
Earth Story box set, combining 1966's The Gunfighters 
with 1984's The Awakening, which are both, er, set 


Jameson, reprising her role as Lee 


on Earth. And are stories. 

On 8 June, we lose one of Doctor Who's unsung, 
heroes, Roy Skelton, who not only voiced the Daleks 
for over three decades, but played roles alongside all 
of the first seven Doctors. RIP, Roy 


"Immersive Doctor Who Adventure 
The Crash of the Elysium premieres in 
Manchester. Aimed at children aged 
6-12, it's based on an idea by Steven 
scripted by Felix Barrett and Doctor 
Who's own Tom MacRae, 
and features an | 
introductory filmed sequence 

performed by Mr Matt Smith 
»rchwood: Miracle Day 
launches this month, in a flu 


of gunfire, rocket launchers and 


Torchwood: it ain't 
over till it's over. 


STEVEN MOFFAT 


exploding helicopters. Just this once, everybody 


» 


lives! Mind you, many of them wish they 
could die, John Barrowman swings by 
in DWM 437 to talk about this US co: 
( 
stuff. Blowing things up. The fighting 
and blowing things up"), along with his 
fellow co-stars, and freely admits hed 
like Captain Jack to return to Doctor Who 
Why, he's even thought about 


funded serie: 


"1 love doing all the driving 


how it could happen. "The 


beautiful thing about Doctor Who is, it's time travel. 
Matt's Doctor could go back to before Jack met his 
Doctor. Or Matt's Doctor could meet a darker Jack? 
That's fine, too." That scribbly, scratchy noise you 
hear is surely Steven Moffat making frenzied notes. 

We interview all five of the Team Doctor 
members who aided our hero during the Battle 
of Demon's Run in A Good Man Goes To War. Neve 
McIntosh is blown away by fan reaction to silver- 
tongued Madame Vastra and her partner in crime- 
fighting, Jenny (Catrin Stewart): "I've gone on the 
internet to have a little look at what people are 
saying, and... it's extraordinary. People are writing 
whole stories, and pictures... it's wonderful!" Not to 
mention slightly filthy at times, we'll wager 

Big Finish announces a new companion for the 
Sixth Doctor in the shape of Flip Jackson, while 
releasing Robophobia, Nicholas Briggs' sequel to 
1977's The Robots of Death; a brace of those lovely 
old Target novels are re-issued by BBC Books 
1987's Paradise Towers brings gang warfare to DVD. 
Darren Jones conjures up lizards and nineteenth 
century rain forests in AudioGO's Eleventh Doctor 
audiobook The Eye of the Jungle; and the first half of 
this year's TV run hits DVD and Blu-ray. Geronimo! 


Achtung! Let's Kill Hitler swoops onto 
screens on 27 August, launching the 
series' second half in flamboyantly 
brain-bashing style, while its author 
Steven is forced to rearrange his 
mantelpiece yet again, as the recipient 
of a fourth prestigious Hugo Award 

We interview Matt Smith and The God Complex 
guest star David Walliams together. Or at least try 
to, as the pair bicker over who's interviewing who 
and slander each other mercilessly. They eventually 
settle down long enough for Matt to ask David 
whether he might prove his successor in the role. 
“Тһе Twelfth Doctor, yeah," David says. "I was 
told at one point, I was on a very long list to be the 
Doctor. I mean, probably a list of all actors, alive 
and dead." 

Torchwood/ Buffy/ Battlestar Galactica/everything 
writer Jane Espenson tells DWM 438 about her 
work on Miracle Day and her approach to genre 
writing: “You have to believe these are real people 
If aliens landed on Earth tomorrow, would we 
suddenly act and speak like sci-fi characters? 

No, мей act and speak like us, so that's what sci-fi 
characters should sound like.” 

Big Finish reaches its 150th ‘main range’ release, 
Recorded Time and Other Stories, starring Colin Baker 
and Nicola Bryant. DWM quizzes the company 
about its past, present and future. Nick Briggs 
admits he temporarily locks his inner fanboy in a 
cupboard while working with the iconic likes of Tom 
Baker: “You have to put your head down and get on 
with the job... because if 1 didn't, Id just be going, 
*Woo-hoo-hoo, Tom Baker!’ and Id never get any 


work done. 


A month involving four episodes of 
new, hot, steaming TV Doctor Who? 
Sheer delight, even though the 
Doctor is walking to his death. Mark 
Gatiss’ Night Terrors prompts every 
WED FETE 4 

“DEAD? | child across the country to lock its 

dolls in the nearest available 

wardrobe; Tom MacRae's The Girl Who Waited 
succeeds in making even glass eyes cry; Toby 
Whithouse's The God Complex dispenses chills and 
chuckles while making old-school fans punch the air 
at the mention of the Nimon; and Gareth Roberts’ 
Closing Time gloriously reunites the Doctor with 
Craig Owens (James Corden) for a spot of Cyber- 
skullduggery. 

Steven’s DWM 439 Production Notes bid a teary 
farewell to exec producers Piers Wenger and Beth 
Willis, while warmly greeting new producer Marcus 
Wilson (who isn't that new, having been on board 
since The Impossible Astronaut) and exec Caroline 


Skinner, Steven is already engaged in meetings with 
writers for 2012 series and thinking about the 
shape of it. He says it's unlikely to repeat this year's 
ongoing-arc structure. “The Impossible Astronaut was 
a departure from the norm, and that's good, that 
makes it exciting, but that’s never going to be the 
paradigm. Never, ever. The fact that we're making 
people wait weeks for the story to play out is 
exciting to do once, but not every year.” 

David Walliams talks to us again, confirming 
long-held suspicions that he’s a proper Doctor Who 
fan, by talking about old stories and foes, “Davros 
is so terrifying, because he's, like, dead. It’s like a 
dead man, isn't it? To 
think, when they made 
Genesis of the Daleks 
[1975], the show had 
already been running for 
12 years, and we'd never 
met the Daleks’ creator... 
That's what's so special 
about the show. It sort of 
unfolds.” 

Day of the Daleks gets an 
extra special DVD release, 
featuring an optional 
updated edition of 1972's 
Third Doctor TV story, 
complete with new CGI 
and even additionally- 
filmed scenes. The third run of Paul Magrs' Fourth 
Doctor AudioGO stories kicks off with Serpent Crest: 
Tsar Wars, while the same company presents Oli 
Smith's Eleventh Doctor audiobook Blackout, which 
sees 1965 New York plunged into darkness. And 
BBC Books issues hardback Ice Warriors novel As the 
Silent Stars Go By, penned by noted science-fiction 
author Dan Abnett 

Just one Doctor Who episode to go on TV. 


emm 


„апі what a doozy it is. The Wedding 
of River Song's opening minutes are 
audacious enough to toss yet another 
Big Problem on the pile of Big 
Problems which has accrued during 
this series. A stunning finale, awash 
with wit, imagination and verve 
Then comes a similarly triumphant episode of 
Doctor Who Confidential, but one tinged with sadness, 
because the series has been cancelled after seven 
years. Practically everybody, from the fans to Steven 
Moffat himself, voices their disappointment at BBC 
Three's decision. 

DWM 440 is our tribute to Elisabeth Sladen. 
Anyone who's anyone in Doctor Who stands up 
to applaud her within these pages. It's inevitably 
bittersweet to see the final six episodes of The Sarah 
Jane Adventures rolling out across BBC One and 
CBBC. “1 don’t think anybody will be disappointed 
by the way it ends,” predicts the show’s lead writer 
Phil Ford, “apart from the fact that it has had to 
end at all.” 

BBC Books publishes both the self-explanatory 
Brilliant Book of Doctor Who 2012, packed with official 
fiction and non-fiction alike, and an updated edition 
of Gary Russell's Doctor Who: The Encyclopaedia 
(now for iPad too!). 1971's Colony in Space mines its 
way onto shiny disc, as does the second half of this 
year’s series. Doctor Who: The Adventure Games ignites 
Sontaran fireworks in The Gunpowder Plot - and it 
can be downloaded for free, of all the crazy ideas. 


Producer Marcus Wilson talks to us 
in DWM 441, all aglow about 
handling his first Christmas Special, 
The Doctor, the Widow and the 
Wardrobe. “It's more of an ensemble 
than last year,” he says. “More of a 
family. It’s got very young characters 
in as well. Matt is so good with kids, and the way 
that Steven has written the kids is very witty.” 
Marcus drops tantalising hints about next year’s 


— 


E 
епа: + 
and loved forever. 


series: “We've got a couple of 
returning monsters, some old fan 
favourites... but we're going to 
move them on a little bit." 

The Complete Sixth Series DVD/ 
Blu-Ray box set is released on 
21 November, complete with 
five new mini scenes written 
by Steven and other delights 
like Death is the Only Answer, 
the winning mini-episode in 
Confidential's Script to Screen 

competition. We attend that same mini-episode's 


David Walliams: 
scared of Davros. 


Basingstoke premiere this issue, and speak to 
Confidential's senior producer Zoe Rushton and 
series producer Gillane Seaborne about the show's 
untimely end and many glories. "Doctor Who, to me, 
was the classic Saturday night out," reflects Zoe, 
"with Confidential the banging after-show party. 
It's gonna take a while to get over this hangover. 
Elisabeth Sladen: The Autobiography is published 
this month through Aurum Press, while AudioGO 
releases a final pair of Sarah Jane Adventures 
audiobooks, in the shape of Martin Day's Children 
of Steel and Scott Gray's Judgement Day. Good lord, 
speak of the Devil - Mr Gray will also be returning 
to writing the DWM comic strip from December 
after a sterling arc from Jonathan Morris, which 
comes to a tumultuous end this issue 


Peeking out of the TARDIS, I take a 
good look around, make notes, then 
travel back through the Time Vortex 
to November, when I'm actually 
writing this. Oh, the things I could 
tell you about December, but writing 
š those words might warp Reality Itself 
like a vinyl record left in the sun, and we certainly 
don't want that 
Suffice it to say, then, that December will be 
packed with joy and goodwill to everyone, partly 
thanks to releases like Paul Magrs' final two Serpent 
Crest instalments, Big Finish's Army of Death, written 
by me, and The Five Companions, written by Eddie 
Robson - the latter being a free gift to the range's 
subscribers (the audio play, not Christmas dinner 
with Eddie), Oh, and the little matter of an absolute 
cracker of a Doctor Who Christmas Special on TV. 
(Turns to camera, raises sherry.) A merry 
Christmas to all of you at home! 


Just one of this 
year’s Doctor Who 
Christmas presents... 
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THE ABOMINABLE | 


[ 


R Buddhist monastery in the Himalayas is the staging ground 
for an invasion of Earth by a formless evil intelligence... 


Feature by ALAN BARNES 


егез a coincidence for you: 
the very week after this Fact 
of Fiction was commissioned, 
a Russian expedition claimed 
to have collected "irrefutable 
evidence" of a Yeti at large in 
the Siberian hinterland; and, far 
less likely, Kinda author Kate Bush (not really) 
released the track Wild Man, an empathetic 
paean to one fabulous, rarely-seen, otherworldly 
creature from another. 'Lying in my tent, | can 
hear your cry echoing round the mountainside, 
she sings (ooh, just like Professor Travers at the 
beginning of Episode One, we note); and when 
she goes on to croon about a Yeti ‘loping down 
the mountain' and 'banging on the doors' of a 
monastery, we've just cause to wonder if The 
Abominable Snowmen didn't make a very big 
impression on a certain nine-year-old girl sat in 
front of a black-and-white TV set in Welling...! 
But the mostly-missing Abominable Snowmen | 
is every bit as elusive.a beast as the Yeti itself, 
overshadowed in fan affection by its noisier, gun- | 
toting, Underground-set sequel The Web of Fear. 
A pity, since the story (its distinctly pointless, | 
time-serving third episode aside) has far more | 
charm and no less horror: the Great Intelligence's 
possession of the 
Doctor's old friend 
Padmasambhava 
breaks new 
ground for 
the series. 


| Abominable Snowmen would be the first serial into 


| claimed, the exact same location that would double 


FIRST BRORDCRST: 30 SEPTEImBER 1967 


Night: on a bare mountain stands a two-man | 
tent. Professor Travers (Jack Watling) is woken 
by the sound of fellow explorer John screaming 
from outside. 

W Mervyn Haisman and Henry Lincoln wrote The 
Abominable Snowmen thinking its Himalayan 
mountainside exteriors would be realised entirely in 
studio - as was the case with Quatermass creator 
Nigel Kneale's eerie BBC Sunday-Night Theatre Yeti 
drama The Creature, first broadcast live on 30 
January 1955. But with The Tomb of the Cybermen 
(1967) having been made in June and July 1967 as 
the last of the series' fourth recording block, The 


production following a long summer break - 
enabling a lengthier, more far-afield location shoot 
than usual, ahead of the week-on-week grind of 
studio recordings. 

W All the Himalayan exteriors were found around 
the Nant Ffrancon Pass, in Snowdonia - that is, the 
AS road between Bethesda in Gwynedd and Llyn 
Ogwen in Conwy - which wasn’t, as has often been 


for the Khyber Pass in Carry On Up the Khyber (shot 
at the Pass of Llanberis - ie, the A4086, a couple 


of miles to the south, in May 1968), 
nor which had also stood in for the 


Himalayas in the 1958 Ingrid Bergman 
missionary drama The Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness (filmed in and around 
Beddgelert and Nantmor, several miles 
further still) 

№ Seasoned film actor Jack Watling 


A chilly location 
in North Wales. 
p 


they would have to turn back, the expedition a 
failure? Here, Dicks names Travers’ companion 
‘Mackay’ - ‘his oldest and best friend, the only 
man who had agreed to join his expedition'; in his 
novelisation of the sequel, Doctor Who and the Web 
of Fear (Target Books, 1976), Dicks gives Mackay a 
different forename - ‘Angus’. 


Collecting his rifle, Travers exits the tent. A shot 
rings out, and the bloodied Travers rushes away 
from the scene - while his monstrous assailant 
casts his twisted rifle to the ground... 

W A scene in which a Yeti terrifies an explorer left 
alone by his fellows in their mountainside tent »- 


ENTIAL 


FO 


was father to regular cast member № The second story of Doctor Who's | № In developing а ‘more earthly’ 
Deborah, who recalled: “When I read fifth season came about after idea about something ‘which 

the script, I saw this part and thought, — former Emergency Ward 10 actor people knew but which had never 
‘Hang on - Dad could do that!’ He was | Henry Soskin, who was at the been proved, a bit like the Loch 


out of work at the time, so I suggested 
him to Innes [Lloyd, producer]. ‘What 
a good idea; Innes said. ‘When you get 
home for tea tonight, why don't you 


| ask him?’ So I did...” 


W According to Terrance Dicks’ 

prose adaptation Doctor Who and the 
Abominable Snowmen (Target Books, 
1974), Travers’ ill-advised Himalayan 
sortie is now coming to its end: ‘Soon 


-bumped into Second Doctor 


time writing with Mervyn Haisman 
under the name ‘Henry Lincoln’, 


Ness Monster’, the writers hit upon 
“the Himalayan Yeti, On Tuesday 2 
actor Patrick Troughton, an old E и 
acquaintance — who reportedly | } e эе 
told him: “I'm a bit pissed off with ! "v zi 4 
mucking about in space, frankly. г а E 
Why don't they do something a bit 
more earthly?” 


Шм Аё” 
5 


May 1967, their outline, initially 
submitted to BBC Head of Serials 
Shaun Sutton, became the first 
script to be commissioned by 
incoming story editor 
Peter Bryant, under 
the title Doctor Who 
and the Abominable 
Snowman 


W Following three 
days' pre-filming at 
Ealing (over 23-25 
August), new director 


ША six episodes were recorded 
at Lime Grove Studio D. The first 
two, unusually, were committed to 
tape on subsequent days — Friday 
15 and Saturday 

16 September — so 
Episodes Two to Six 
could be recorded 
on Saturday nights 
three weeks ahead 
of transmission 
(rather than just one 
week in advance, as 
had occurred during 


Gerald Blake was granted six days' production of Season Four). 


filming at the Nant Ffrancon Pass 
in North Wales over 4-9 September 
— the series” longest, furthest-flung 
location shoot to that point 


№ The production team was so 
sure of the Yeti's success that its 
‘more frightening’ sequel, The 


Web of Fear, was commissioned 
from Haisman and Lincoln on 
Wednesday 27 September — three 
days before the first episode of The 
Abominable Snowmen went out! 


№ The original two-inch videotapes 
for all six episodes were wiped by 
the BBC Engineering Department 
in the summer and early autumn 
of 1969, 16mm off-screen 

film recordings made by BBC 
Enterprises for overseas sale 
aired in Australia (several times, 
between 1968-70), Hong Kong 
(in 1969), Singapore (in 1970), 
New Zealand (1970-1), Gibraltar 
(in 1973), Zambia (in 1973-4) 
and finally Nigeria (in 1974). 


Enterprises’ last surviving prints 
are presumed to have been junked 
in 1974 — but a telerecording 

of Episode Two ended up in the 
possession of a BBC projectionist, 
nonetheless; this 
was eventually 
loaned back to 

the BBC Film and 
Videotape Library in 
February 1982 


W Two tiny clips 
from Episode Four, 
both of which 
featured in the 25 
November 1967 edition of BBC2's 
Late Night Line-up, also survive — 
along with fan-made soundtrack 


recordings for all six episodes, 

subsequently released on CD, and 

a full set of off-screen 'telesnaps', 

Still available to view at 

www.bbc.co.uk/doctorwho/classic/ 
photonovels/ 

E | snowmen 

| index.shtml 


W The 

Abominable 
| Snowmen, which 
© | оп its original 
transmission 
opened to ап 
audience of 6.3 
million arid ended with 7.4, ranked 
a solid 59th in DWM's Mighty 200 
poll of 2009, 


ET 


постой unn MAGAZINE rz; 


DEN 


< - reaching inside for | 
features in The Abominable Snowmen (1957), Hammer | 
Film Productions’ cinematic adaptation of Kneales | 
| 
| 
| 


е team members’ rifles - 


The Creature, both of which starred big screen ‘Dr 
Who’ Peter Cushing as botanist John Rollason. 


Via the TARDIS scanner, Dr Who (Patrick 

Troughton) is delighted to see that his Ship has | 
landed in the Himalayan mountains, in Tibet. | 
№ “I don't fancy another tangle down the | 
Cybermen's tomb,” says Jamie - suggesting that 


| 

| 
The Abominable Snowmen follows on directly from | ф 

| 

| 


the events of The Tomb of the Суреттеп, even though 
the TARDIS interior set has changed entirely in 
the interim. 


He asks companions Jamie (Frazer Hines) and 


Victoria (Deborah Watling) to help him search | 4 


through a chest for a ghanta - íe, a Tibetan bell. 
№ The Doctor's seemingly bottomless box of stuff 
last featured in The Power of the Daleks (1966). 


Pulling on a fur coat, he heads out for a 

“scout around.” 

W The Doctor was scripted to don a fur cloak - but | 
swamped by his huge shaggy coat, with his bow tie | 
showing, he's the very image of music-hall comic | 
Bud Flanagan (1896-1968), one half of the then- | 
hugely popular double act ‘Flanagan and Allen’. 
W The Second Doctor continues to wear the same | 
coat in the following serial, The Ice Warriors (1967) 


Jamie and Victoria 

defy the Doctor and 

leave Ше TARDIS 
Tto explore... 


THE YERR OF THE YETI IS...? 


n'Episode Four, Thonmi tells 
Victoria that Detsen's holy 
ghanta disappeared "three 
hungred years ago" — at the 
~ time of the attack of 
1630, the Doctor 
has already. 


previously! 


та тї Ший MAGAZINE 


important than most: in the story's 
sequel, The Web of Fear (1968), Victoria 
will confirm (albeit rather vaguely) to 
Travers’ daughter Anne that she first 
met the Professor in 1935... “over 

40 years ago”, by the aged Travers’ 
reckoning, thereby fixing a baseline 


told us, date of no later than 1975 for the of its production, in 1968. But, on 

meaning the beginning of the entire “UNIT era'. being informed that he'd just broken 

year is now However, Radio 4's Torchwood UNIT dating (!), Goss suggested, 
circa 1930. play Golden Age (first broadcast 2 not unreasonably, that Yeti spheres 


July 2009) has it that the Delhi-based 
“Torchwood India’ collected "the Yeti 
spheres of the Himalaya” in or before 
1924, when their cache was brought 
back to Britain... from which we infer 
that The Web of Fear actually occurs 
sometime between 1964 and 1973; 
any later, and the Professor would 
surely say he met Victoria 50 years 


and is clad in fur once more in The Five Doctors (1983); 
in Time and the Rani (1987), the Seventh Doctor tries 
on the same item (or at least, a very similar one) while 
rooting through the TARDIS' clothes store. 


Victoria is still looking for the bell when Jamie 
sights a “great hairy beastie” on the scanner... 
W When the TARDIS first landed, the scanner 


| showed a howling blizzard outside - but there's 


not a snowflake to be seen in the Nant Ffrancon 
location footage here! 


It's the Doctor... who clambers over a rock to 
obtain a view of a monastery in the valley below. 
E The Doctor's POV shot, looking down on a model 
monastery, was filmed on Friday 25 August, the last 
of the serial's three-day Ealing shoot. 


Meanwhile, Victoria has found a bag labelled 
‘Ghanta of Detsen Monastery’. 

Ш Like many of the names in the serial, the 
monastery takes its name from a significant figure in 
the history of Tibetan Buddhism - in this instance, 
Trisong Detsen/Detsan, Tibet's Emperor from 755- 
97. One of the three chosgyal, or ‘Dharma Kings’, 
who helped bring Buddhism to Tibet, Detsen is 
supposed to have invited several Indian gurus to 

his kingdom - among them Padmasambhava (of 
whom, more later) - after it became plagued by 'evil 
mountain deities’... or so some traditions have it! 


Returning to the TARDIS, the Doctor examines a 
massive footprint - unaware that a monstrous 
figure is watching from behind a tree. Back at 
the Control Room, he says he'll go on to the 


Golden Age author James Goss 
has confirmed to The Fact of Fiction 
that he'd indeed intended to suggest 
that the Yeti spheres were collected in 
the aftermath of the Detsen incident, 
probably circa 1923... thereby setting. 
The Web of Fear around the time 


could have been “dotting around the 
Himalayas for years" - in Episode Six, 
we learn that Padmasambhava has 
been building the Yeti et al for a good 
two centuries, so it's “not impossible” 
that Torchwood India might have 
picked up a few examples before the 
Doctor returned to Detsen. 

Phew — UNIT dating crisis averted! 
As you were, continuity cops... 


monastery alone - leading Jamie to suspect he’s 
“seen something.” Outside, the Doctor follows 
the footprints... 

Ш Here, stage directions indicated: ‘we see the foot 
of a Yeti hiding behind a tree. Slowly, the camera 
starts to pan up the side of the body. A large hand 
comes into view. 


|... soon coming across Travers’ tent - and 


John's corpse. 
№ Lofty Reg Whitehead, who'd been hired to play 
a Yeti (and who'd been three times a Cyberman 


| hitherto), stood in for poor dead John. 


№ As scripted, ‘marks in the snow’ led the Doctor to 
John's body - but what trail did the Doctor follow 
in the snowless location film? (One location still of 
the scene shows the corpse lying face-down in tall 
grasses.) 


Victoria, meanwhile, persuades Jamie to leave 
the TARDIS. Footprints encircle the Ship; Jamie 
goes to fetch a sword from the Doctor's trunk. 

W In the Target version, Victoria is already familiar 
with the history of the Yeti, telling Jamie: "People 
have been trying to find the Abominable Snowman 
for ages. Scientific expeditions and everything..." 
Quite how a young woman from the mid-nineteenth 
century might know of a term that (as we'll see) 
wasn't in use before 1921, or of expeditions that 
(again, as we'll see) weren't mounted before 1954, is 
anyone's guess! 

Ш Off-screen 'telesnaps' show that the TARDIS prop 
wasn't correctly assembled on location: its ‘PULL 
TO OPEN’ panel is on the right-hand door, rather 
than the left. 


Carrying Travers' haversack, the Doctor walks 
into the monastery's inner Courtyard - and soon 
finds himself surrounded by warrior monks led 
by Khrisong (Norman Jones). 

@ Khrisong also takes his name, it seems, from 
[King] Trisong Detsen - transcribed as 'khri srong 
Ide btsan' according to the Wylie transliteration 
system (written Tibetan being notoriously difficult 
to Romanise!). Like Khrisong, Detsen was as much 
a warrior as a disciple of Buddhism - going to war 
against China from 763, for example. 


Travers is with the monks; seeing his haversack, 
and the Doctor’s fur coat, he tells Khrisong that 
the Doctor must have been the ‘beast’ that killed 
John. Khrisong orders his monks to seize the 
Doctor - who soon finds himself thrown into 

a cell. 

lil Monks named Khedron and Khedru escort the 
Doctor away, according to the camera script. 


Jamie and Victoria arrive at the entrance to a 
cave - "where the beastie lives," thinks Jamie. 
He and Victoria venture inside... but something 
monstrous on the outside rolls a rock across the 
entrance, sealing them in. 


са 


-- " 
How to keep warm in ТІМ 
2- = 


Detsen monastery 


е 


Thonmiram 


'Everest's conqueror Edmund Hillary 


himself led a Yeti-hunting expedition in 
1960 - debunking many previous claims.’ 


W All of the Cave interiors were pre-filmed at 
Ealing, probably because they featured two major 
visual effects: the collapse of the roof in Episode 
‘Two, and the foaming pyramid in Episodes Four 
and Five. 


Travers addresses the Doctor through the Cell 
door, accusing him of being “one of those 
wretched newspaper men.” Journalistic jibes 
about “Travers, the mad anthropologist” 

caused Travers’ own Society to refuse to 

finance his expedition in search of the Yeti — 

or ‘abominable snowmen’. 

№ “Twenty years I've been searching," says Travers. 
If he's to be believed, and if The Abominable 
Snowmen indeed occurs in 1935 (see The Year of the 
Yeti...?, page 46), he must have been well ahead of 
the pack - for, although earlier accounts do exist 
(such as the footprints sighted by traveller Laurence 
Waddell, as reported in his 1899 book Among the 
Himalayas), the existence or otherwise of the Yeti 
wasn't widely reported in the West before 1921, 
when Lieutenant-Colonel Charles Howard-Bury of 
the Everest Reconnaissance Expedition described a 
set of mysterious footprints that his Sherpa guides 


| 
claimed had been made by a creature called a metoh- | 
kangmi - suggesting ‘man-bear’ and ‘snowman’ | 
A Calcutta-based stringer then mistranslated metoh | 
as ‘filthy’, and came up with the journalistically | 
colourful ‘Abominable Snowman’ - and so a legend | 
was born. (Уей, meanwhile, supposedly comes from 
the Tibetan yeh-teh - meaning ‘rocky | 
area’ and апипа!.) 
№ “Wretched newspaper men” didn't set 
out on the Snowman's trail before 1954, 
when Daily Mail journalist Ralph Izzard, 
fresh from reporting on the successful E 
1953 ascent of Mount Everest, persuaded ЖЗ ще 
his bosses to sponsor a Himalayan 
Expedition solely for the purpose of 
identifying the yeti - and came back only 
with a record of yet more footprints, 
and news of a supposed Yeti scalp held 
at the Pangboche monastery. But the 
Daily Mail wasn't alone in its delusions: the Everest 
reconnaissance and ascent appears to have sparked 
by far the largest wave of interest in the creature(s), 
so much so that Everest's conqueror Edmund 
Hillary himself led а Yeti-hunting expedition in 
1960 - debunking many previous claims en route. 


хому 
align 


T (2007), the elderly Bea Nelson-$ 


Trapped by the Yeti! 


E Terrance Dicks names Travers’ ‘Society’ in a scene 
right at the top of his novelisation: twisting and 
muttering while he sleeps in his tent, the Professor 
recalls 'addressing a scornful and hostile audience 
at the Royal Geographical Society (‘Gentlemen, 

I assure you - the body of evidence that has 
accumulated over the years is undeniable. The 
Abominable Snowman does exist”), then the ‘hated 


| voice of his old rival’, one Professor Walters: “If 


you're as sure as that, my dear Travers, I suggest you 
go and look for the beast!” 


| 8 Dicks continues Travers' dream, remembering 


his 'desperate struggle to raise money for his 


| expedition; the final, half-scornful agreement of a 


Fleet Street editor to back him. 

W Travers isn't the only foreigner to 
go in search of the Yeti: in the Sarah 
Jane Adventures story Eye of the Gorgon 
anley 


(Phyllida Law) recalls meeting a 
certain Sultan, who claimed to have 
seen the creature. 


Unable to shift the rock, Jamie 
searches the depths of the cave. 

In the Courtyard, Khrisong tells 
young monk Thonmi (David Spenser) 
that he is less concerned about the death of 
Travers' companion than the recent killings of 
four of the brothers... 

№ Thonmi is named after Thonrhi/Thónmi 
Sambhota, supposedly sent by King Songtsen 
Gampo (of whom, more later) to India in order to ® 
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UN 


< master Sanskrit - andiwho's said to have devised the 
complex Tibetan script. (One of the non-speaking 
Lamas was named ‘Sambhota’, after the same man.) 
Ш In Dicks’ novelisation, Thonmi becomes 
Thomni' - an adjustment made on the advice of 
then-producer Barry Letts, himself a Buddhist, 
who reportedly fretted that Haisman and Lincoln's 
wholesale swiping of names from the history of 
Tibetan Buddhism might cause offence. 


killings they had ascribed to the Yeti - as the 
ama Rinchen (David G 
Ш Rinchen is named after the monastery-builder 
(Lochen) Rinchen Zangpo (958-1055), 
translator of ancient Buddhist texts into Tibetan. 


) reminds him 


a prominent 


But since the Yeti are timid, counters Khrisong, 


tm 


led lamas - by 
Only ti 


the lama 


Abbot can approve such measures, 
Sapan (Ra 
Ш Sapan takes his name from a common alternative 
for Sakya Pandita (1182-1251), a scholarly Tibetan 
lama whose writings included Discrimination of the 
Three Vows and The Entrance Gate for the Wise. 

Ш The Abbot's name is a matter of debate. In 

the script (and also the synopsis issued by the 


ond Llewellyn) tells Khrisong 


Royal National Institute for the Blind), it's spelled 
"Songtsen' - and the cast, more often than not, 
place the 't' before the 's' when pronouncing his 


name. Bur the closing titles for Episodes Two to Six 
give 'Songsten; with the 's' before the ‘t’ - so which 
to believe? 

8 The character is named after either Namri 
Songtsen, 32nd king of Tibet in the sixth and 
seventh centuries, or (more likely) his son and heir 


- = 
The holy ghanta. 2 Hand ball! 
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Songtsen/Songtsán Gampo, another of the three 
great ‘Dharma Kings’ 
brought Buddhism from India to Tibet 

W In the circumstances, then, the title-credited 
Songsten' was very possibly a typo; so this writer 
prefers to revert to the verbal evidence, choosing 
Songtsen’ (as Dicks does in his novelisation, too) 


supposedly the one who 


but when the lamas file out to take t 


prayers, Khrisong orders Thonmi to bring hi 
the Doctor. 

E The chanting heard here (and again in Episodes 
Two, Three and Five) was Morning Prayer, a BBC 


library recording of the Monks of Sakya Set. 


anwhile, Jamie comes to a chamber containing 


a pyramid made up of stacked silve 


spheres - 


but Victoria calls him back. The rock covering the 


cave mouth is rolled aside to reveal a Yeti 


Ш Dicks’ Yeti is rather different from that shown on 
screen: “The huge hairy hands, and the black snout 
were gorilla-like. The little red eyes, and the yellow 


fangs were those of a bear. 


Jamie tries to ward it off - but the Yeti breaks his 


sword in half, and lumbers towards them 


FIRST BRORDCRST: 7 OCTOBER 1967 


Jamie pushes at one of the wooden supports 
propping up the roof - and so buries the Yeti 
Victoria sees the glowing spheres... one of 

ich Jamie puts in his satchel. As they exit 


the cave, the 'dead' Yeti begins to claw itself 


out of the rubble. 


Thonmi arrives at the Doctor's cell 


Ш... as the Doctor is tooting the eighteenth-century 
French melody Ah! vous dirai-je, maman on his 
recorder - better known in the English-speaking 
world, from 1806, as the nursery rhyme Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star. 


" the Doctor tells him, 
seems to be in some sort of 
the 
oly 


and wonders abou 
630, when th 


® Dicks elaborates further, with the Doctor telling 
Thomni [sic] that there was trouble the last time 
he visited Det-sen [sic]; “Something about a 
threatened attack by Chinese bandits.”” What's 
more, according to Thomni, “there is a legend that 
[the ghanta] was given to a mysterious stranger for 
safe-keeping. One known only as - 
where this is going, can’t you?) 


(You can see 


about 


ns to take to thi 


ow Tho 


Abbot wh 
take 


Doctor dr. 


he m 


wo monks t 


arrives, ord. 
to the 
Thonmi's 
Thonm: 


where 


While the recovered Yeti 


finc 


e moun 


th Khrisong, who r 


the Master, 


the San 
ll Where the original Padmasambhava 
supposedly helped 


tum beyond. 
or ‘Guru 
Rinpoche’, ‘the Lotus Born’ 
rid Trisong Detsen's kingdom of evil mountain 


spirits, helping to establish Buddhism ín Tibet, here 


or hard boiled? 


‘Where did Travers’ 
rifle come from? 
The weapon we 
presumed to be his 
got mangled by a 
Yeti, back at the top 
of Episode One!’ 


Padmasambhava has brought an evil mountain 
spirit inside Khrisong's monastery of Detsen! 
Likewise: in The Search for Shangri-La (Little, 

Brown, 1999), traveller Charles Allen describes 

how the building of Samye, Tibet’s first Buddhist 
monastery, was disrupted by malevolent spirits who 
ensured that ‘whatever was built during the day 

was torn down... the following night’. Overseeing 
construction, the Bengalese sage Shantirakshita ‘had 
to accept that he was no match for the powerful 
demons of Tibet and sent for the most powerful 
tantric yogi of the age, Pandit Padmasambhava of 
Uddiyana 
great wizard subdued and won over the evil spirits.’ 
No wonder, then, that Letts feared heresy - and 
suggested Dicks change his name to the tongue- 


Using his formidable yogic powers, the 


twisting ‘Padmasambvha’! 

№ Padmasambhava's features won't be seen before 
the end of Episode Four, but Wolfe Morris’ face will 
have been familiar to viewers of The Creature and 
The Abominable Snowman - since Portsmouth-born 
Morris played cowardly Tibetan guide Kusang in 
both... a fact that makes his casting here seem а 
most unlikely coincidence! 

ВА high Lhama [sic] also featured in both The 
Creature and The Abominable Snowman - to whom 
an object that disappeared from the monastery 

of Rong-ruk many years previously (a silver flask 
holding a Yeti’s tooth) is returned at the outset 


“Two hundred years or more [the ghanta] has 
been lost to us. How came you by it?” asks the 


voice 
Doctor has returned 
@ The camera script indicated no change in 


becoming harsh when it deduces that the 


Padmasambhava's tone 


Outside the gate, the Doctor has been 
suspended, his hands tied above his head. 
Khrisong orders Ralpachan (David Baron) to keep 
watch 

® The original Ralpachan (often Ralpacan) was a 
ninth-century king of Tibet (d 838) - the last of the 
third Dharma Kings, in fact. In Dicks’ novelisation, 
his name becomes 'Rapalchan: 

№ As a stage actor, the playwright Harold Pinter 
(1930-2008) worked under the name ‘David Baron' 
.. [dramatic pause] 
that, contrary to some accounts, he wasn't the same 
David Baron who played Ralpachan: this David 
Baron can also be seen as Charles Spalding in the 
Hammer horror The Reptile (1966) and as Metcalfe 
in Love All, an episode of The Avengers (1969), 


between 1954-9, meaning 


THe ABOMINABLE SNOWMEN | 


“| would like a 
hat like that. 


Jamie and Victoria seem to have shaken off the 
Yeti when they run into the rifle-toting Travers, 
who is back on the Yeti's trail. 

№ Where did Travers’ rifle come from? The weapon 
we presumed to be his got mangled by a Yeti, back 
at the top of Episode One! Dicks has it that it was 
actually Travers’ companion Mackay's rifle that 

got wrecked, and that Travers’ own survived... but 
no-one other than the Doctor can have been to 

the campsite since the Yeti's attack, or they'd surely 
have recovered Travers' possessions and covered 

up John's corpse. (The rifle can't credibly have been 
loaned to Travers by the monks, either - since their 
armoury consists of swords and staves.) 


Jamie promises to show Travers the cave where 
the 'beastie' lives... but only after he's led them 
to the monastery. 

Inside the Sanctum, Padmasambhava tells 
Thonmi to order Khrisong to release the Doctor, 
but on the Abbot's instructions: "You will forget » 


РА quick downhill jog 4 
2719 the то 


^ ets 
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ve spoken to me.% 


1 Victoria rush to the monastery, 


followed by Travers 
borah Watling falls out of shot in an out-take 
thought to be the earliest surviving 


of this scene 
Doctor Who out-take, in fact. 


who tells Khrisong that the Doctor did not 
attack him, after all. Thonmi relays his orders to 
Khrisong - and the Doctor is freed 

Later, in the Courtyard, Jamie shows the Doctor 
the sphere he collected - and describes the Yeti 
W Rather than de: 
covered with hair, like a sort of bear; 
script had Jamie refer to 'a sort of ape 
since cryptozoologists struggle to agree on exactly 
this point: is the Yeti bear-like, or ape-like? 
B At this point, Dicks has Thomni [sic] serve а 
truly splendid meal' to the Doctor, Jamie, Victoria 
, covered with 


-ribing something "huge and all 
the camera 


interestingly, 


and Travers: ‘The pile of yellow ric 
strange meats and vegetables, had been palatable 
[but] the milkless, unsweetened tea with 


enough 
Yak [sic] butter floating in it had been too much 
for [Jamie and Victoria]. Travers, meanwhile, is 
surprised to discover that the Doctor has been to 
Det-sen before: “1 thought I was one of the first 
white men to reach here, 


he says. 


The Doctor ponders the purpose of the sphere, 
which he places at the foot of a statue of Buddha 
W In the Target version, the Doctor hides the sphere 
under a pillow in his quarters. 


Sighting three Yeti on the mountainside, Ralpachan 
the alarm. The Doctor wonders if one of 
Yeti could be captured. Jam an idea.. 
The Doctor and Victoria repair to the Meeting 
Room, where Songtsen has been addressing 

the lamas. 

Ш Dicks relocates this scene to the monastery's 
Great Hall - which he fills with ‘long tables and 
benches, enough to hold hundreds of monks when 
they gathered for food and prayer’. 


raises 


Outside the gate, Jamie and several monks 
prepare a net trap - and soon bag themselves one 
of the Yeti, which suddenly ceases to struggle 

Ш Hammer's Abominable Snowman also contains a 
scene in which the intrepid Yeti-hunters try (and 
fail) to snare a Yeti in a net. 

W In the Target version, Jamie goes up the mountain 
path to bait a dormant Yeti with a blazing torch: 
‘Jamie summoned up all his courage, and yelled 

at the top of his voice, “Garn, ye great hairy loon. 

ГП have you for a doormat, so I will!" Its whiskers 
singed, the Yeti comes to life and chases Jamie back 
down the path to the monastery - where the monks 


are waiting to net it 


The Yeti on the mountain retreat. Jamie and the 


monks drag the captive creatur e the gate, 


g that another of the silver spheres is 


not noti, 


bedded in the ground... 


The Doctor's new зсай 
is too much for Jamie, 


Travers accuses 


the Doctor of 
murder! 


"The radio-controlled | 
prop spheres were 
put together using 
parts cannibalised 
from the Cybermats 
as seen in The Tomb 
of the Cybermen.' 


W In the camera script, one of the monks treads the 
sphere ‘deeper into the mud 


Later, in the Meeting Room, the Doctor examines 
the inert Yeti. 

ША fault on the original videotape, faithfully 
preserved on both the 16mm telerecording and 
fan-made off-air audios, caused the Doctor's 
opening line here to go part-unheard: “[You were 
toria. This creature 
certainly doesn't seem to be flesh and blood...” For 
the Lost in Time DVD (2004), Restoration Team 
member Mark Ayres used extracts from other 


right about one thing, Vic-] .. 
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Troughton-starring episodes to reconstruct the lost 
section word by word. 


“It's metal,” he announces - “like a robot." 

№ Travers’ seeming familiarity with the term ‘robot’ 
(“А robot? My dear chap, don't let your imagination 
run away with you") may be a minor indicator of 
the date: playwright Karel Capek's R.U.R. (1920), 

in which the term was first used, had its London 
premiere in April 1923. (See also The Year of the 
Yeti...?, page 46.) 
He rolls back a fur flap, exposing an empty cavity 
in the Уей chest - where something has been 
Simultaneously, the sphere outside the gate tries 


to free itself from the mud; likewise, the sphere 
beside the Buddha begins to beep and roll away 
of its own accord. 

W The radio-controlled prop spheres were put 
together using parts cannibalised from the 
Cybermats, as seen in The Tomb of the Cybermen. 


| | 


FIRST BRORDCRST: 14 ОСТОВЕН 1967 


Nhen Jamie captured the Yeti, he must have 
dislodged its control unit, asserts the Doctor.. 

ША version of this line was scripted to be spoken at 
the end of Episode Two. 


in search of the 


who is prevented from gı 
missing unit by Khrisong, who tr 
leave the monastery. 


sts no-one to 


A Yeti is given а 
ostile reception. 


K 
Ф; hat 


competition 
finalists. 


Victoria realises that one of the silver spheres 

would fit inside the Yeti's cavity. The Doctor goes 
in search of th 
W The Doctor's entreaty to Thonmi to let them 
"Oh now, please, Thonmi 


sphere he left by the statue. 


pass Please" - featured 


nowhere in the camera script 
but finds it gone. Sentry Ralpachan informs 
Thonmi that only Khrisong and Travers have 


passed through the Courtyard, but neither took 


the sphere. Tra it transpires, tricked Ralpachan 
into letting him out of the gate. "Co 
one that's doi: 


е be the 


g it?" wonders Vi 


Meanwhile, Khrisong and Songtsen see that 
Rinchen and Sapan have made a 'ghost trap' of 
threads around the chained Yeti, in order to ward 
off evil spirits. 

W in the script, the lamas’ trap was described as ‘a 


framework of wood surrounded by coloured threa 
Rather like the native American ‘dreamcatcher’, a 
Tibetan spirit trap is more usually nailed to a tree 

or placed outside a dwelling: the trap is burned once 


an evil spirit has been caught in it 


Seeking guidance from the Master, Songtsen 
goes into a trance. The Doctor, Victoria and 


Thonmi arrive, telling | ers has 
gone; Khrisong and the Doctor lepart. Victoria 
follows the entranced Songtsen to the Inner 
Sanctum, where Padmasambt 
map of the monastery and the mountains - and 
ves one model Yeti to stand with two others. 
Outside, Travers sees one Yeti join another pair... 
B The majority of this episode takes place at night, 
meaning the Yeti are here lumbering about in the 
dark. They're hard to make out in the off-screen 
telesnap of this scene. 


ava looks over a 


so one wonders if they were 
given glowing eyes in the Underground-set Web of 
Fear as a direct consequence! 


Thonmi halts Victoria: it is forbidden to enter 

the Sanctum, or see the Master. In the Sanctum, 
Padmasambhava tells Songtsen that there is a 
chance the Doctor will oppose them - and moves 
two model Yeti. Simultaneously, two Yeti lumb 
towards Khrisong as he goes to retrieve the lost 


sphere; the Doctor, Jamie and Ralpachan go to 
Khrisong's aid, but one of the Yeti succeeds in 
taking the sphere 

W “They 
Doctor - a line that only came about in rehearsals, 


ame to get their ball back," says the 


and didn't feature in the final scripts 
Padmasambhava gives Songtsen a glowing 
pyramid: ” 
Intelligence will focus upon this planet. Soon it 
will begin to grow and at last take on physical 
form. At last its wanderings in space will be at 
an end..." 

E Songtsen places the pyramid inside a pouch on 


Take it to the caves. Then the Great 


his belt, or so the camera script suggests 

W Tradition has it that the original Padmasambhava 
concealed terma, or ‘hidden treasures; in places such 
as caves, so they might be rediscovered by future terton, 
or ‘treasure-finders’ - including his Bardo Thodol, 


otherwise known as the Tibetan Book of the Dead. 


The sphere from the cave contin to make 

its way through the monastery corridors. 
Meanwhile, the Doctor ponders on the fact that 
Khrisong heard the sphere make а bleeping 


^ The final 


sound. With equipment from the TARDIS, he 
could track the signal to its source. 


WB Various Yeti accounts have Зее its 


screeching or whistling call: in The Abominable 
Snowman Adventure (Hodder and Stoughton, 1955 


Ralph Izzard reported that Tromo Rinpoche, a lama 
of the Chumba Valley, had often heard the Yeti's 
strange whistling cry’ when ‘away in the mountains 
in a meditation shack’. Was this the origin of the 
spheres’ high-pitched wheedling (produced by the 
BBC Radiophonic Workshop's Brian Hodg 
his new VCS Ш monophonic synthesiser) 


json on 


In the Meeting Room, Sapan suggests that 
Victoria follows Thonmi to the Courtyard 
she makes for the Sanctum ir 
Rinchen brings Victoria to Khrisong, saying 
found her near the Sanctum 

While Travers follows the Yeti that retrieved 
the sphere, Songtsen entrances sentry R. 
e can pass through the gate unseen. 

Victoria has been placed in the Cell – but 
sneaks out after the trusting Thonmi leaves to 
etch food. 

The Doctor and Jamie pass by the three 


but 
ad. Soon after, 


so 


vitched off 
up, raising the pyramid; 6 
escort I 


Yeti. Seconds later, Songtsen walks 


switch on', and 


away. 

Finding Victoria gone, Thonmi rushes to raise 
the alarm. Victoria approaches the Sanctum - but 
Padmasambhava's ethereal voice warns her off. 
№ Dicks removes most of the Episode Three 


narrative involving Victoria. Rather than making 
repeated efforts to breach the Sanctum, causing 

the lamas to lock her up, she simply wanders, lost 
ound the largely d 
he remembered Thomni telling her that most of 


an 
( 
the monks had been sent to other Monasteries for 


serted monastery corridors 


safety’) 
Hall, where the dormant Yeti is bound 


before finding herself back at the Great 


The sphere finally makes its way to t 
Ro Moments after, Victoria arr 
to notice as the sphere sets itself into the inert 
Уей chest cavity. 

W In Dicks' version, Victoria is compelled to replace 


e Meeting 
s - and fails 


the sphere (as both Jamie and the Doctor will be, up 


YOU WANT TIBET...? 


Sarah (Elisabeth Sladen) in a trance, 
$0 she might survive a spell trapped 
in a decompression chamber. But 
the Doctor's fluency in Tibetan. 

yak appears to have 
deserted him by 


he Doctor's travels 
in Tibet have been 
referenced in several 
subsequent adventures... 
In Planet of the Spiders Part Five 
(1974), the Third Doctor (Jon 
Pertwee) greets the lama K'Anpo 
Rinpoche (George Cormack) 
in Tibetan, apologising for 
not bringing him a cotton 
scarf — a ceremonial gift 
symbolising friendship. 
Then, in Terror of the 
Zygons Part Two (1975), 
the Fourth Doctor (Tom 
Baker) uses "a trick... 
picked up from a Tibetan 
monk” to place companion 


A crowd PE a 
conduct a TV interview | 
with'a man in айлаа, 


on the mountain in Episode Four). Here, she picks 
up the sphere from the floor, whereupon it pulses 
with light and emits a high-pitched signal: ‘Victoria 
felt as though the sphere was moving her hand, 
rather than she the sphere. Before she knew what 
was happening, she had slipped the silver ball into 


the little space on the Yeti's chest. 

In the corridor, Thonmi hears Victoria scream... 
as the Yeti breaks free of its chains, and lumbers 
towards her. 


EE Wie 


FIRST BROADCAST: 21 OCTOBER 1967 
Racing in, Thonmi shoves Victoria out, then 


tries to ward off the Yeti with an incense 
burner, Victoria runs into Sapan; they rush to 


find Khrisong as the Yeti exits into the corridor, 
followed by a battered Thonmi 

@ Here, the camera script suggested crossing 
between a close-up of the face of the Buddha in the 
Meeting Room to a shot of the face of the Buddha 
in the Courtyard. > 


the time of The Creature from the Pit 
Part Two (1979) — where, seeking to 
climb out of the titular Pit, the Fourth 
Doctor pulls a book titled Everest in 
Easy Stages from his pocket, only to 
discover "It's in Tibetan!" ... meaning 
he has to consult another book in his 
coat library: Teach Yourself Tibetan, 
of course. 

Later, in the Adrian Rigelsford- 
authored audio drama The Roof of 
the World (Big Finish Productions, 
2004), the Fifth Doctor (Peter 
Davison), together with companions 
Peri (Nicola Bryant) and Erimem 
{Caroline Morris), encounters yet 
another acorporeal horror in 
Himalayan Tibet, circa 1917 — 
this timesa mysterious black 
cloud that masks the hideous 

Great Old Ones... 


p MAGAZINE Ej] 


The Doctor discovers 
the three wise Yeti. 


ж A ты 


an warns Khrisong of the 
ors 


< In the Courtyard, 
Yeti's revival; several of Khrisong’s ми, 
attack the oncoming Yeti, to no effect. Thonmi 
arrives, and - together with Victoria 
gates, allowing the Yeti out. 
Meanwhile, two Yeti approach the cave. The 


opens the 


Yeti who retrieved the sphere remains on guard, 
while the other heads off downhill, watched by 
Travers — who then sees Songtsen arrive, flanked 
by three other Yeti 

lll Here, in one of two seconds-long clips preserved 
in an edition of Late Night Line-up (both included 
on the Lost in Time DVD), the four Yeti costumes 
made for the serial are gathered together for the 
first time: standing nearly seven feet high, and 
costing £100 apiece, they were made by laying fur 
over a bamboo framework. 


Taking the sphere, Songtsen enters the 
cave alone... 

The Doctor and Jamie approach the TARDIS - 
ducking for cover when they see a Yeti beside it. 
IB The second of the two surviving clips is a (rather 


dynamic) crash zoom into the TARDIS' Yeti sentry. 


Songtsen sets the spheres in a circle around 
the glowing pyramid 


mountain with his Yeti escort, Travers then 


then returns down the 


approaches the cave... 
The Doctor bungs a rock at the TARDIS' Yeti 

* š 
guard - proving that it's either switched off, or 


not receiving. Using a screwdriver to open its 
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А... a Yeti's chest 
557 


chest cavity, һе passes its controlling sphere to 
Jamie, then enters the TARDIS 

№ In the Target telling, the Doctor borrows Jamie's 
little dagger' to open up the Yeti's chest. 

Ш “Would you walk up to a creature like that with 
just a screwdriver in your hand?” the Doctor asks 
Jamie. What the Doctor needs, obviously, is a special 
sort of screwdriver... Is this the start of the train 

of thought that leads to his unveiling his sonic 
screwdriver for the first time in Fury from the Deep 
(1968), just four advencures hence? 


Inside the cave, Travers approaches the pyramid, 
which begins to emit a piercing hum - ther 
cracks open, disgorging a mass of ooze. Horrified, 


Travers crawls away. 
№ Just as well Travers suffers something like a 
breakdown at this point: if he had the wherewithal 
to empty a couple of cartridges into the pyramid, 
the story would be over now! 

Dicks seizes the opportunity to expand further on 
the Intelligence’s cosmic origins here: “Тһе thought 


flashed through Travers’ confused mind that the 
pyramid was really a sort of gateway, a channel 
between some other alien universe and this one 
And that the other universe was pouring this evil 
substance through to this one. Pouring and pouring 
and pouring endlessly...’ (Like the magic porridge 
pot in the fairy tale, thought this writer when he 
read it first in 1970-something!) 

lB Remarkable that foam should become a locus 


for horror at this point in the series’ development 


е 
The sphere # 


joes my 
bum look 
big in this?” 


what with the Cyberman’s 


purting innards in 
The Tomb of the Cybermen, the Intelligence's 
incarnation here, the spume-swamped seaweed 
creature in Fury from the Deep and the Ice Warriors 
bubbling fungus in The Seeds of Death (1969) .. 

all realised courtesy the Visual Effects Department's 
fire-fighting foam generator! 


Jamie's sphere begins to bleep, pulling him 
towards the inert Yeti. Exiting the TARDIS with 
a case of equipment, the Doctor helps pull his 
compani but ends up struggling with 
the sphere himself. Jamie sets a rock into the 
Yeti's chest cavity, cutting 
that the 
tried to reach the captive Yeti, the Doctor and 
Jamie rush off - J. 
In the Mee 
of reviving the Yeti; in defending her, Thonmi 
alf. Khrisong orders them 


on back. 


off the signal. Realising 


st sphere in the monastry may have 


nie carrying the sphere. 


accuses Victoria 


ing Room, Rinchen 


casts suspicion on hir 


locked up. 
On the mountainside, Jamie's sphere begins 
signalling... to the Yeti flanking Songts: 
who continues on alone. The Doctor seizes the 
opportunity to try and trace the main transmitter 
In the Cell, Victoria tells Thonmi that the Doctor 


en, 


is the same mysterious stranger who took the 
ghanta for safekeeping three centuries previously; 
he travels in time and space, she admits. 

W in the original top part of this scene 
recorded, but cut for time - Victoria apologises for 
getting Thonmi into trouble with Rinchen, but the 
young warrior tells her she isn't to blame; Rinchen is 


which was 


| afraid, and ‘fear makes a man act strangely’. Thonmi 


to him, either 
‘No, whispers 


refuses to query Khrisong's ruden 


*... does a child question its father’ 
the orphaned Victoria 


achan opens the monastery gate to 


Songtsen, who again entrances the sentry: 


"You have not seen me 
Padmasambhava tells Songtsen that the 


Inte 


n the Sanctum, 


ligence must expand - meaning the brothers 
must leave the monastery. 

№ Here, a short filmed sequence in which the 

three Yeti formerly with Songtsen split up while 
descending the mountainside (ie, so they can then 
surround the Doctor and Jamie in the next scene), 
was cut for time in the edit 


On the mountainside, the Doctor and Jamie find 
themselves surrounded by the three Yeti. The 
Doctor tells Jar 


ie to run... 


Victoria at re 


остовфшно MAGAZINE 


anm 


à invites us in, just say 
We've got a train to catch.” 
. % 2 > 


Jamie - when | say run, run,” instructs the 


Doctor. This is the fifth and final time the 
Second Doctor uses his catchphrase.’ 


W “Jamie - when І say run, run,” instructs the 
Doctor. “Run like the wind...” This is the fifth and 
(surprisingly) final time the Second Doctor uses his 
presumed catchphrase ‘When I say run... after The 
Power of the Daleks (1966), The Faceless Ones, The Evil 
of the Daleks and The Tomb of the Cybermen (all 1967); 
besides the Third Doctor trying out a “When I tell 
you to run...” in The Three Doctors (1973), it won't be 
heard again until the post-regeneratively traumatised 
Fifth Doctor calls upon it in Castrovalva (1982). 


».. then rolls the sphere down the hill; the Yeti 
follow it. 

Ralpachan brings food and water to the Cell. 
Victoria takes a sip of her drink - then complains 
of a "funny taste," and collapses. Ralpachan 
rushes off... 
®... to “fetch some water" - when the water's 
poisoned, or so Victoria wants them to think! Does 
Ralpachan want to finish her off?! 


... whereupon Victoria shows Thonmi that she's 
been shamming - and exits the Cell, shutting 
him in. 

In the Meeting Room, Songtsen tells the 
assembled monks that Padmasambhava wants 
them to desert the monastery, since the Yeti are 
invincible. The warrior Khedru tells Khrisong 
that the Doctor has returned; declaring that he 
means to stay and fight, Khrisong heads to the 
Courtyard... 
№ Intriguing to note a rather startling plot point 
buried oh-so-discreetly here. After Jamie's “Yes, but 
is Victoria all right?" Khrisong addresses (it seems) 
the Doctor, saying: "I did as you asked. She is 
locked up." So the Doctor conspired with Khrisong 
to have Victoria imprisoned - in order to keep her 
out of harm's way, we presume! This can only have 
occurred in the previous episode, following directly 
on from the Courtyard scene in which the Doctor 
proposed fetching the tracking equipment from his 
TARDIS - meaning that Jamie might well have been 
in on it, too. The sly dogs...! 


A deranged Travers arrives at the gate, muttering 
about a pyramid before passing out. 

W In Dicks’ novelisation, Travers is ‘ragged, dirty 
and bleeding’, having ‘tumbled down the mountain 
like a falling boulder’ in his eagerness to escape the 
horror in the cave. 


Rinchen arrives, announcing that the "devil 
woman" Victoria has escaped. 

W The Fact of Fiction believes that Rinchen's fear of 
devil women, perhaps with evil on their minds, may 
be shared by other religiously-devoted celibates, too. 


Songtsen communicates Khrisong’s refusal to 
leave to Padmasambhava, who tells him that 
the warriors must therefore be driven from the 
monastery. Songtsen dismisses the sentry at the 
gate; Padmasambhava then moves four model 
Yeti to just outside the monastery walls – but 
detects Victoria’s presence in the corridor. The 
Sanctum doors open, and Victoria looks upon 
Padmasambhava's eerie face: "Come in," he tells 
her. "You have no alternative..." 


FIRST BRORDCRST: 28 OCTOBER 1967 


Padmasambhava places Victoria in a trance, so 
she will not remember seeing the model Yeti... 
four of which he places in the Courtyard. 

In the Cell, Travers describes to the Doctor 
a blinding light and a piercing noise... but can't 
recall anything else of his experiences on 
the mountain 
W The Doctor has now taken his fur coat off, but 
his leaf-patterned scarf - first seen draped over his 
shoulders after he removed his coat in Episode 
‘Two, last seen before he put his coat back on late 
in Episode Three - has now disappeared. It seems 
unlikely he put it on in the TARDIS in Episode One; 
nor does it appear to be the traditional Tibetan white 
silk khata, a ceremonial piece symbolising purity. So 
where did it come from, and where did it go? 


| The Yeti have broken in; as the brothers try to 


barricade themselves into the Meeting Room... 

W Odd that the moment of the Yeti's break-in occurs 
off-screen! 

W In his novelisation, Dicks describes how: ‘the 

Yeti raged unhindered through the Monastery. 
Dormitories were wrecked, statues cast down, 
priceless treasures mutilated and destroyed'; in the 
storage cellars, the Yeti 'smashed open food barrels, 


burst water tanks so that the food cellars were 


flooded, and mixed fuel, food and clothing into one 


| unusable pile’ 


. Khrisong and Ralpachan go to find Rinchen 


| - who's in the Courtyard, crying out to the "She- 


devil" Victoria to call off the monsters. Two Yeti 
overturn the statue of Buddha, crushing Rinchen 
beneathát. All the Yeti then exit the gate. 

W Rather than pushing over the huge Buddha prop 
‘as live’, the death of Rinchen was accomplished 

by the camera moving in fast onto the statue; 

then, after a recording break, setting David Grey 
underneath the overturned prop. 


In the Cell, the Doctor translates a reading 
from his tracking device into a bearing marked 
on a plan of the monastery, drawn by Thohmi; 
one more bearing will show the source of 
the transmissions. 

Bearing the ghanta, Victoria enters 
the Courtyard - where, speaking with 
Padmasambhava's voice, she tells the assembled 
monks that Detsen must be abandoned 
W Stage directions indicated that Victoria's lips 
'do not move' while Padmasambhava is speaking 
through her. 


Soon after, Ralpachan releases the Doctor, Jamie, 
Travers and Thonmi. In the Meeting Room, the 
entranced Victoria repeatedly tells the Doctor 
that "You must take me away..." 

№ Victoria “was certain that Padmasambhava would 
recognise the Doctor," claims Thonmi - but this 
doesn't accord with anything Victoria told him in 
the previous episode! 


Padmasambhava must be the same man he met 
three centuries earlier, realises the Doctor... 

W In the camera scripts, the Doctor follows Khrisong 
into the corridor, where he asks the warrior why 
he's now ready to leave Detsen, rather than fight 

the Yeti: 'Do you want to save the monastery or 
not?' Khrisong explains that his vow of obedience 
requires him to do as his Abbot commands - but 
hints that what he does ‘outside the monastery...!' is 
another matter. This sequence was simply omitted 
on recording, but the reason why is unrecorded; 
certainly, it doesn't seem to lead anywhere - unless, 
perhaps, Haisman and Lincoln had at one time 


| intended that Khrisong, rather than Travers, would 


lead the Doctor up the mountain later in the episode, 
so he might fix the location of the Yetis’ controller? 
(That'd explain the accent on how Khrisong can 
only help the Doctor outside the monastery walls.) 


He heads to the Sanctum... where his "old friend" 
confirms that he has been kept alive for many 
years by the formless Intelligence, which he made 
mental contact with in an astral projection. 

lll “Come in, Doctor," says Padmasambhava 
to look upon your face again. So many years... 
Taken together with Thonmi's line above about 
Padmasambhava recognising the Doctor, this 

would appear to imply that the Doctor was in 

his same Second incarnation when he last visited 
Detsen - and the fact that Jamie wasn't there on that > 


"Good 


Yes, darling, but 
what's my motivation?” 


МА 


WHERE ELSE HAVE I 5ЕЕП...? 
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include Danger Man: The Traitor 
(1960) as Rollo Waters; Jason King: 
1:5 Too Bad About Auntie (1972) as 
Geoffrey Winters. Film appearances 
include The Nanny (1965) as 
Dr Medman. 


< occasion means that unseen adventure could only 
have occurred between The Power of the Daleks and 
The Highlanders (both 1966), when the Doctor was 
travelling with companions Ben and Polly. 
W On the other hand, a High Lama ought to be 
well-versed in the ways of reincarnation - so perhaps 
Padmasambhava recognises the Doctor regardless? 


Padmasambhava 'dies' without telling the Doctor 
why the monks are being driven away... but 
comes back to life once the Doctor has left. 

Jamie is attempting to startle Victoria out of 
her trance when the Doctor returns. 
Ш Here, Jamie bangs a stool on the floor in an effort 
to break Victoria's reverie - but in rehearsals, 
Hines dropped a box full of props instead, scaring 
Deborah Watling witless! 


zer 


Realising that Victoria has been entranced on 
order to get him away from Detsen, the Doctor 
himself hypnotises Victoria out of it. 

Travers agrees to go back up the mountain 
with the Doctor. They soon find two Yeti... which 
Travers 'stirs up”, so the Doctor can obtain the 
bearing he needs. 

In the Courtyard, the monks are ready 
to depart. Songtsen has gone to ask 
Padmasambhava for "a final blessing" when the 
Doctor and Travers reappear. The Doctor tells 
Khrisong hat the control centre is іп Detsen itself 
— and points out that Padmasambhava is the only 
monk nót present. Songtsen is in great danger, 
thinks Khrisong - and rushes off. Mention of 


"it's silver, БА 
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Songtsen prompts Travers to recall what he 
saw in the cave: the oozing mass, which is now 
pouring out onto the mountain... 


Ë 


Qi 1 я 4 


FIRST BROADCAST: 4 NOVEMBER 1967 


Songtsen took the pyramid to the cave... meaning | 
Khrisong's the one in danger, Thonmi realises. 
Outside the Sanctum, Khrisong informs Songtsen | 
that their Master controls the Yeti... and the voice 
of Padmasambhava compels Songtsen to strike 
Khrisong down with his own sword. 

W The camera scripts had Songtsen clubbing 
Khrisong with his own staff. 


| Jamie, Thonmi, Travers and the Doctor arrive at 


the scene to find Khrisong mortally wounded; the | 
warrior asks the Doctor not to blame Songtsen. 
W Dicks kills Khrisong instantly, giving the warrior 
no last words 


In the Courtyard, the repossessed Songtsen 
attacks the lamas - proving himself ‘a puppet’. 
Padmasambhava, too, is controlled, says the 
Doctor, telling the brothers to leave as planned 
- excepting Thonmi. Travers tells Ralpachan 

that the evil is actually in the cave - and asks 
for help in his plan to shoot the pyramid. The 
Doctor questions Songtsen, learning that 
Padmasambhava spent nearly 200 years building 
the Yeti to the Intelligence's instructions; the 


ssessed Padmasambhava 


lc 


m4 and Victoria 
меге unimpressed 
with the new 
TARDIS interior. 


machine that controls the Yeti is in a room hidden 
behind the Master's throne. 

№ In the Target version, Songsten [sic] tells the 
Doctor why the Yeti were created: “Their purpose 
was to frighten all travellers and pilgrims from 
Det-sen, lest they hinder the Great Plan." It's surely 


something of an oversight that this wasn't spelled 
out on screen! 
W Likewise, Dicks ups the narrative ante by giving the 


Doctor ‘a sudden horrific vision of the whole Earth, 


hanging in space, one heaving, pulsating mass. And 
what then? Suppose it travelled through space. All 
е could be under threat 


the planets in the univers 


Meanwhile, Padmasambhava moves two model 
Yeti towards the monastery... whose counterparts 
pass by Travers and Ralpachan on the mountain. 
The Doctor details Jamie and Thonmi to smash 
the Yeti controls... and asks Thonmi to teach 
Victoria the 'Jewel of the Lotus' prayer, so she 
has some defence against Padmasambhava. 
Outside, Travers and Ralpachan see that the 
mass of the Intelligence now threatens to engulf 
the monastery. 
№ According to stage directions, the model shot 
here showed that “the entire peak is a heaving, 
pulsating, glowing mass’. 


The monks at last leave the monastery... 
whereupon four Yeti take up position outside 
the gates. The Doctor leads his friends towards 
the Sanctum. 

№ “Hey, we might all be blown to smithereens,” says 
eighteenth-century Scot Jamie, readying to attack 
the control room... using a nineteenth-century 
term, most likely derived from the Irish smidirín. 


Outside the Sanctum, the voice controlling 
Padmasambhava levitates an incense burner to 
warn off the Doctor's group - which the Doctor 
dismisses as a childish trick. 

№ Again, Dicks expands on the Intelligence's origins, 
suggesting that ‘it’ is one individual menace when 
the disembodied voice tells the Doctor: “1 come from 
what you would call another dimension. 1 was exiled 
into yours, without physical substance; condemned 
to hover eternally between the stars. Then I made 
contact with the mind of Padmasambvha [sic]... 

I tempted him, promised him knowledge and long 
life. Gradually I took him over..." The Doctor's 
response, too, is interestingly direct: “You are evil 
You are what men once called a demon? 


Ka-Boom! | 


А 
9 day in the Welsh hil 


№ Several 1990s spin-off novels, among them 
Andy Lane's New Doctor Who Adventures novel, All- 
Consuming Fire (Virgin Publishing, 1994) and Craig 
Hinton's Missing Adventures novel, Millennial Rites 
(1995), named the Intelligence ‘Yog-Sothoth’, after 
one of pulp horror writer HP Lovecraft's ‘Great 
Old Ones' - whose 'shocking' form was described 
in Lovecraft's The Horror in the Museum (published 
1941) as 'a congeries [aggregation] of iridescent 
globes... stupendous in its malign suggestiveness 
Hence the sphere 
extraterrestrial Mi-go, incidentally, were named 


presumably! (Lovecraft's 


after an alternate word for 'Yeti'.) 


The doors open, and t 


only 


о cry out as the Inte 


1 its mental powers, 


howl through the Sanctum. Eye 


with Padmasambhava, 


Thonmi in... who go to attack the hidden controls 


п Off-screen telesnaps show all-but-nothing of the 
Control Room set - which, according to Haisman 
and Lincoln's stage directions, was “bare and very 
small': a bank of *weird electronic equipment with 

a strange looking control panel' ran along one wall, 
with a 'tangled mass of wires' attached; against 
another wall stood 'a simple altar' with 'a large 
featureless metal pyramid about two feet high' upon 


it; and a similar altar was sited on the opposite wall, 
this with a ‘large sphere’ 
1 


Padmasambhava moves the model Yeti towards 


the Sanctum - but Victoria is unable to knock 
over the models as the Doctor asks. 

W According to the current (14th) Dalai Lama, each 
of the six syllables of the ‘Jewel of the Lotus’ prayer 
‘Om mani padme hum’, chanted here by Victoria 

- has a particular meaning: Om symbolises ‘the 
practitioner's impure body, speech, and mind’; mani, 
meaning jewel, symbolises the ‘intention to become 
enlightened’; padme, meaning lotus, symbolises 
wisdom; and hum symbolises indivisibility. Victoria 
is therefore seeking to transform her 
‘impure body, speech, and mind into 
the pure exalted body, speech, and 
mind of a Buddha’. (Apparently.) 

W The mantra is heard again - 
many, many times - in Planet of the 
Spiders (1974) 


Wait 
andR 


follow the Yeti in 


te, Travers 


g out 


pac 


W Travers’ scripted dialogue was 
omitted: “Thought that might 
happen,” said the Professor. “Right 
Let's go in after them!” 


ona 


units ех 
rs collapse. Tra 


oting at Padmasan 


who catches his bullets 
Doctc 


r reminds Jamie that 


d in the cave 


pyran 


ramid, Jamie smashes 


The floor trembles; 


Padmasambhava withers 

W A cast of Wolfe Morris' face was 
chemically dissolved in a filmed 

shot later dropped from the finished 
episode, apparently judged too 
horrible to be shown - this at a 
moment when the series found 
itself under extra scrutiny following 
criticism of (particularly) The Tomb 
of the Cybermen's 'innard' shots in 
the first edition of viewer feedback Deleted/Out 
programme Talkback, which aired on 


novetis 


Tuesday 26 September 1967 


and the mountaintop explodes. 


“At last, peace," murmurs the T 
dying Padmasambhava p 


In the Courtyard, Ralpachan 


nas 


sounds the y gong as [ 
the Doctor and friends bid Thonmi 
farewell 

Ш The Monks of Sakya Set are here 
heard chanting another BBC library 
recording, Offering to God of Sakya. 

WB “Bye, Thonmi,” says Victoria, as 
the TARDIS travellers take their 
leave of the monastery; but she's not 
seen the last of him - nor, indeed, 

of Detsen itself! In the Missing 
Adventures novel Downtime (Virgin 
Publishing, 1996) - Marc Platt's own 
adaptation of his script for Reeltime 
Pictures' independently produced 


494 Radi 


Ltd/Target 
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Yeti-starring spin-off of 1995 - an older Victoria, 
long since settled in the twentieth century, is lured 
back to Det-Sen [sic] by a dream of her late father. 
Many decades after the events of The Abominable 

and, 
in the monastery’s Inner Sanctum, Victoria breaks a 


Snowmem Thomni [sic] is now Det-Sen's Abbot 


spirit trap and (unwittingly) releases the Intelligence. 
Now incarnated in the form of the long-dead Travers, 
the Intelligence compels Victoria to act as Vice 
Chancellor of the sinister New World University, to 
further its dreams of universal domination 

IB A sequence set in Det-sen [sic], in which Victoria 
encounters a blind Lama (James Bree), opened the 
original video version of Downtime - which featured 
both Watling père et fille, plus Nicholas Courtney 

as the Brigadier and Elisabeth Sladen as Sarah 


Jane Smith $ 


s escorts them up the mountain, past the 
remains of a Yeti 


B "Well, at least you'll have something to take home 


from your expedition, Mr Travers,” says the Doctor. 
Is it really so wise to be giving ‘Travers 
such an idea - since The Web of Fear 
would never have settled over the 
London Underground had Travers’ 


recovered Yeti not been installed 

in Julius Silverstein’s museum of 
curiosities! (Far better to leave this 
sort of thing to the professionals - as 
the Torchwood radio drama Golden Age 
suggests: see The Year of the Yeti...?, 
page 46.) 


from Episode 


Victoria sights a real Yeti close by 
Ш Camera scripts indicated that the 
real Yeti, true to its timid reputation, 
should be ‘cowering with fear’, On 
location, a standard Yeti costume was 
used - albeit one minus its internal 
bamboo frame, so the actor inside 
could actually flee the Professor! 

№ Dicks describes the real Yeti as 
‘taller and less bulky. The fur was 
longer and silkier, and had a more 
reddish tint. Above all, the face was 
different, rather like that of a lemur, 
with dark, soft eyes. 

Ш Another species of ‘real’ Yeti 
appear in Yonder... the Yeti, a Doctor 
Who Weekly comic strip (issues 
31-4, 1980) written by Steve Moore 
and illustrated by David Lloyd 
Introduced by the Fourth Doctor, the 
story tells of a trio of Yeti-hunters in 


Collection 


Nepal, who've ‘heard a tale about a 
group of Yetis attacking a monastery 
in Tibet, back in the 1920s’ - some 
60 years before. The lama Gampo 
tries to warn them of the danger, but 
sure enough one of their number is 
soon attacked by a Yeti carrying a Web 
of Fear-style ‘web gun’ - and taken 
over by the Great Intelligence, so it 
can lure the other two to its lair in a 
nearby monastery. The lama saves the 
and day, however, blowing a great horn 
iblishing (as his father's uncle did in the distant 
past) to summon a savage horde of 

20) native Уеп down from the mountains 
to trash the imposter Snowmen. 


Travers takes off after it - "Mustn't 


lose th while J 


mie 


complains about his frozen knees 


"Could you not land us somewh 
warmer next time?" 

W He won't - the TARDIS next 
materialises beside the frozen 
Britannicus base, there to meet 


The Ice Warriors! 


The travellers trudge on to a tune 
from the Doctor's recorder. ІШІ 
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THIS ISSUE 


It's Chriliiist-maaas! And the Time Team is ready | 
for the best Doctor Who festive treat in 40 years! 


Compiled by PAUL LANG | Artwork by ADRIAN SALMON 


them happy again." Emma, by now slightly tired and 
emotional after that third big gin, is also sympathetic. 
“1 hope she's not going to cry into her tinsel,” she 
sniffs. “The last thing we need is her with panda eyes. 

1 love that Mickey and Jackie have had weeks since 
they last saw Rose and the Doctor, but it's only been 
she left them 

to do her magic Рае she adds. “It 
hadn't struck me before how different their experience 
of linear time was. It’s a really nice but subtle way of 


t may be only October, but your ever-diligent 
Time Team are chez Emma, polishing 
off a three-course Christmas dinner in 


preparation for the feast of Doctor Who they 
are about to enjoy. “We need to be in the 
right frame of mind,” she insists, shovelling 
more sprouts onto Michael's plate. “Well, 
if you insist,” he replies. “I'll have that last pig in a 
blanket if it's going, too." Chris seems dismayed that 
he's missed out on some sausage, while Will looks 
like he wouldn't say no to a bit more stuffing, but 
eventually the four admit defeat and waddle to their 
comfy chairs, ready to face The Christmas Invasion. 

It's the intro from Rose!" says Will, as the familiar 
view of the Earth appears on screen. "A really strong | 
message that, even with a new Doctor, it's still the 
same show. Especially with Jackie at the end of it!" 

Yes, it hasn't taken long for the Team's very 
special favourite to make her appearance - a vision, 
as ever, in pink velour. | 

"Seeing Jackie sadly placing her decorations on 
the tree really gets me thinking about just how a 
companions choice to travel with the Doctor affects 
much more than what we see on screen," says Chris. 
“Sure, Rose is off having lots of fun and travelling 
the universe, but here's her mum carrying on with 
life. Makes the prospect of an entire episode with 
Jackie and Mickey that much more rewarding 

it's about time Rose came home to make 


a couple of hours or so for Rose since 
enocide tric 


plugging into the audience's wait between episodes." 
Jackie doesn't get the chance to finish hanging her 
baubles, however, as a familiar sound fills the air - 
a sound also heard by Mickey, several streets away. 
“They must have super-hearing,” marvels Will. 
“Or are they the only people bothered by an 
incredibly loud wheezing, groaning noise?” 
Michael has a theory of his own: “Maybe only 
they can hear it? Nobody else seems 


= 
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to notice. Come to think of it, Mickey heard the 
materialisation in The Parting of the Ways as well. 
I sense those old telepathic circuits at work, alerting 


| the people most likely to help the Doctor and Rose. 


Is that terribly geeky of me?” Will seems quite taken 
with the notion. “No, that kind of works!” he says. 
“I love the inventiveness of fans to fix things that 
don't quite make sense at first,” Emma agrees. "It's 
definitely A Thing. Even if it is a plot device, I like it." 
Today, the TARDIS is not doing its usual trick of 
landing undetected on a street corner. It's several 
feet up in the air, clattering around the Powell 
Estate in a calamitous fashion. "The attention to 
detail in the episode is already making it feel special 
This effects sequence of the crashing TARDIS 
is terrific" marvels Will. “A lot of the events in 
Rose echoed Spearhead from Space, and so does 
the Doctor's first appearance here,” says Michael 
"And he's very pleased to see Mickey and Jackie 
so something has very clearly changed with the 
regeneration! Mind you, Rose doesn't seem quite 
as happy...” Rose rarely does. “Stroppy teenagers, 
eh?” tuts Emma. “ТА send her to her room without 
any chips. Also, what on earth was she doing in 
there for a whole minute after the Doctor came out? 
Looking for the handbrake?” 
Something's not quite right with the 
whole regeneration thing, though - a 
fact made obvious when the Doctor 
suddenly burps out a load of 
energy. “Gold glowy stuff 
I wish my sick looked like 


that!" marvels Chris 
"It's much less messy." 
Rose might be worrying 

about the Doctor, but Chris 
is thinking of the children. 
"What is this like for all the kids watching 
this episode? They've had no answers, no 
re 


surance. We're really wondering what has 
happened to him, and if he'll be okay. Mind 
you, at least he's not gadding around in a big 
white coffin for several episodes.” Good point 
“It takes a real good approach, accepting that 
the audience might need convincing so having 
Rose and Jackie go through the same doubts,” 
says Will. "When Rose says ‘I thought I knew 
him; she's speaking for ай of us. There's also a 
nice boyfriend parallel. ‘And then he goes and 
does this” 

In between fretting about the unfamiliar 
face she has to deal with, Rose spots a familiar 
one on TV. “Harriet Jones! Nice to see, 
hidden in the scrolling news text, that she’s 

saved cottage hospitals after all,” says Will. 
Harriet's talking about the British Guinevere 
One space probe, which is due to land on Mars 
at any moment, but is about to attract some 
unwelcome alien attention.. 

With the Doctor lying flat out in Jackie's 
spare room in a pair of stripy pyjamas, Rose 


and Mickey take 
pop to the shops, wh 


dvantage of a lull in the action to 


once again things are not 


all they appear to be 

“Rose is so aware now, noticing that the brass 
band wasn't right, and then the tree. Or maybe she's 
just not very festive?” wonders Emma 


‘1 used to play carols in the street with a brass 


band at Christmas,” says Will. “We were less tuneful 


than these robots, but also less flamey." Robots! 
Flames! The brass band are in fact murderous 
robot Santas, sent by some unknown force to 


and Mickey. Obviously 


dispose of Ro: 
The pair manage to escape, but there's 
more danger back at Jackie's 


killer Christmas tree! How 
wonderfully weird!” boggles Chris 
“What sells it for me is how our 


heroes think it's stupid too - right up 


The 


until the point it becomes a danger 

The danger being that it's spinning. A 
lot. And very quickly. 
The 21 


Really well realised 


too. ags left in the wall are a nice 


touch,” says Will. “It’s a fantastic moment in the 


story and gives Jackie the best line. “I'm going to b 


killed by a Christmas tree!’ It also shows Rose's selfish 


side as she demands that the Doctor wake up to 
save her,” adds Michael. "I don't think it's selfish, 
it's pretty sensible given the situation,” complains 
Emma. Selfish or not, it works, and the Doctor 
wakes from his slumber for long enough to stop the 
he robots fly 
the muses at the end of Xanadu; 


tree and send the Santas packing, 
off into space lik 
notes Will 
Michael is by now as many as several sheets to 
the wind and clapping with joy 
delighted to see Jackie back and she's on great form 
“I absolutely love her in this 


"As ever, I'm so 


in this story,” he says. 
scene with the Doctor when he collapses and she 
asks him what he wants to eat. ‘A little soup and a 
sandwich?' Camille Coduri doesn't miss a beat and 
it's nice to see her concerned for the Doctor 


Buzzing with 
eneo А 


The TV news reports about Guinevere One 
continue, with one of the project's scientists, 
Llewellyn, trying to remain upbeat about the fact 
that they ve lost contact with it. This is enough 


that 


to confirm Rose and Mickey's suspicions 


Something Very Bad is about to happen. And it does 


s contact with the probe is re-established and a 


terrifying alien face is transmitted across the Earth 
This worrying turn of events means a busy 
night for UNI 
the Actual Tower of London! Best UNIT 
ver," says Will 
turned into a p: 
PM 
confident now 


secret lair. "It's only 


T at their to 


base Harriet Jones has 


'r power-dressing 


F 
nma. 


marvels E She's super 


I'm guessing that 


helping to save the world can do 
she adds as the MP for Flydale 
North struts confidently into UNIT 
HQ to take charge 
her back 


an edge this time. UNIT is a real class 


that 


un) 


Dorian I'm very pleased 


to se and she's got more of 


act too, with a lot of people and a fantastic 
high-tech base! The Brig would have loved that; 
says Michael. 

Seeing such a confident, headstrong Harriet, 
who is a world away from the shy and bumbling 
MP we met before, illustrates just how much 
time has moved on since we last visited," claims 


Chris. hy and bumbling’?” splutters Will. “For 


shame! Yes, she's kind of homespun, but she's quite 


assertive with it even back then." Emma's on Will's 


side. "I love that she's still seems a bit awkward 


in her deci she says. “It's a remarkable 


reness 
performance by Penelope Wilton." This time 
around, Harriet's even got her very own attractive 
Hell-o, Alex!" Calm down, Will 

I feel like we're watching a completely different 
show when we're in the UNIT bunker,” says Chris. 
"Experts and scientists dashing around, military 


young assistant. 


strategists debating the best course of action. It just 
goes to show how remarkable the Doctor is - he 


could solve this in ten minutes or less, on his own. 
As it stands, things are about to get a lot worse. 
"This 


into a trance and walkir 


ene with all the people suddenly falling 
з outside is quite creepy 
d sleepers, thankfully; 
n with such a dark premise 


запу extras! No nak 
says V Е 
Russell T Davies keeps throwing in such fun lines. 

! Ha! That isn't 


an act of treason, is it?” wonders Chris. 


Vill, relieved 


The Royal Family are up on the re 


So, we have a big chunk of the population on 
the rooftops, ready to jump, and a rather large 
alien ship heading towards Earth at speed - full 
of Syc 


гах. Harriet’s attempts to negotiate with 


them come to nothing, so she's left to make a 


desperate TV plea to the Doctor, begging him 


to come forward and save the day, before being 


unceremoniously transmatted up to the alien ship. 


This mix of medieval visuals, magic and high 
tech devices give the Sycorax an ancient and arcane 


ме the bone helmets,” says Emma, “You сап 


vibe. 
tell this is a Christmas episode with an appropriate 
budget The Sycorax 


»-up is brilliantly nasty, and ће zappy whip 


Will nods in agreement 


mak 
effect is wonderfully horrible.” 

Rose decides the Doctor would be safer in 
the TARDIS, but it seems there's no chance of 
her being able to fly it like she did last episode. 
“The knowledge of how to fly the TARDIS being 
wiped from Rose's mind is a bit like what ! 


ppened 
to the Third Doctor when he was exiled on Earth 
says Will. All that's left for them to do is wait 
possibly have a little cup of tea from the emergency 
flask Jackie has prc 
on the console. This proves unwise - the Sycorax 
detect the TARDIS and beam it on board, finally 
transporting our heroes into the thick of the action 


ided, and jab at a few buttons 


“Тһе slow introduction of the new Doctor is very 
nicely done, giving Rose a chance to prove that she 


isn't just a selfish madam. Her standing up to the 
Sycorax and bluffing frantically is worthy of the 
ays Michael 

Rose trying to be the Doctor shows so well 


Tt seems a bit 


Doctor himself, 


how far she's come," agrees Will 
odd to have him out of it so much in his first story 
but it works - Billie Piper and Penelope Wilton are 
carrying the story brilliantly.” »- 
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“Tennant is captivating from the off! 
Lots of hints of what's to come.’ 


4 They can't carry it all the way to its conclusio 


though - it’s time for the Doctor! 

"The Sycorax suddenly speaking English is 
brilliant, leading up to one of the best entrances in 
Doctor Who ever - and by this point you've totally 
accepted that this man is the Doctor so you can 
completely go with the scene,” whoops Will, 
Doctor makes his extremely dramatic entrana 
he fact that tea brings the Doctor bai 
says Michael 


as the 


to life is 


a glorious Doctor Who moment and 
let's not forget that Jackie made the tea. She saved 
him. Hooray! 

"What a return! 


is captivating from the off; not quite the Doctor 


cheers Chris. "David Tennant 
yet, but lots of lovely hints of what's to come 

The Doctor is soon right in the thick of the 

Has the 
age of the Man of Action returned? Not keen on 


action. "Sword fighting?" Will splutters 
him mimicking the Sycorax or the ‘fightin’ hand 
American accent but I imagine eight-year-olds 
clapping their hands with glee 

“For me, Tennant still steals the show, and Russell 


début adventure. 


has excelled himself in writing h 
Watching the birth of a new Doctc 
quite so exciting!” says Emma. “This new Doctor 


has never been 


is more proactive already than the last one 
was over a whole series,” agrees Michael 
“He's stood up to the villain, had a sword 
fight, grown a new hand and toppled lovely 
old Harr 


et in the space of about half an 
hour. That's impressive 


I love tke decision to have Harriet 
blow up the Sycorax ship, following 
the glint of steel we 
see when she first 
tells the Sycorax that 
humanity won't 


More sprouts for 
the rest of them. 
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der, says Will. “The story could’ve ended with 


the gang celebrating the Doctor's vic 
sang 5 


sur 


y but it giv 


the whole thing so much more depth.” Chris agrees: 
The tone shifts to a darker place now. It's almost a 
happy ending, bur then there's a sad, bleak look to a 
potentially dangerous future” 
The new Doctor has really hit the ground 
says Will 
do his dirty work - and 


running No more getting other people to 


he's angry when Harriet does. 
Her ai 


ment with the Doctor is great - and both of 
them have fair points to make. It's all very well the 
Doctor saving the day but sometimes he isn't there. 


What I get most out of this episode is watching 


the Doctor interact with the humans," adds Emma 


"It's not about how alien he is, it's about seeing him 


in a dressing gown, and wearing a Christmas hat 
Just one last thing for the new man to do - get 


out of those pyjamas! “Hurrah for the wardrobe 


room!" says Michael. “Never the same twice 
Ma 1 like 
like something the Doctor would wear 
hrilled. 
lots of sweeping into rooms and running away from 
Which 


fferent from Christopher Eccleston's Doctor 


vellous his outfit, it seems much more 


Emma is 


also 


That coat is glorious! I expect to see 


monsters while it billows about!" she says. 


is so d 


adds Will, "always in his leather jacket, ready to 
This 


move on straight away at the end of a story 


wj Doctor is definitely new - the Ninth Doctor would 


r have had dinner at Jackie's 


All in all, it's a fun adventure which shows 


ат has 


how confident the new production 
become after just one series. І can't wait to see 
what else is in store!" says Michael 

“This was a great opener with a 
satisfyingly substantial story,” adds Emma 
as she emerges from the kitchen with 
a large plate of her homemade mince 
pies. "The show has clearly found its 
voice - even the new Doctor seems to be 
comfortable and worn in after only one 
episode. Rose's character has evolved, and 
Jackie almost seems to have taken her place 
as the audience's identification point’ 


A spectacular. 
зап 


Will doesn't necessarily a: “I think Rose is 


still the audience's eyes and ears but the audience 
has been through everything and learnt about the 
universe with her,” he says. “Jackie's like ту mum on 
Christmas Day, asking the basic questions about the 
Doctor and the show! 

Emma's not giving up, though. “I can't really 
empathise with Rose anymore," she insists 
“To me she feels more distant, untouchable even. 
She's not the kid I can identify with now. It'll be 
interesting to see how that plays out.” 

Scrooge M 
of the festive season, is surprised by how much he 


‘hris, who has never been a big fan 
liked his Christmas present. “An amazing episode! 

I enjoyed it from start to finish - a compelling story, 
wonderful performances, suitably scary baddies, a 
clear and creepy threat - and of course it was bloody 
Christmassy! I've found a reason to get excited for 
the 25th! I hope this becomes a tradition." 

We'll just have to wait and see, Chris; But before 
we can even think about next Christmas, there are 
many more delights to come 

"Anthony Head! The Face of Boe! Queen Victoria! 
K9! Sarah Jane Smith! СУВЕВМЕМ!" shrieks Will 
"And unlike Christopher Eccleston, David Tennant is 
[һе Doctor’, not ‘Doctor Who'" 
It’s a whole new era - and the Team, like the 


credited as 


Doctor, seem sure it's going to be fantastic. ІШІ 


DON'T BE - 


SCARED... 
YOU LOOK 
AMAZING! 


GREECE 410 ве 
NOW WE'RE COOKING! 


"OUT YOU COME, POND, TASTE 
THAT CLASSICAL AIR!" 


RED HAIR, POUTY MOUTH, 
LEFT EYE 0.64 MILLIMETRES 
WIDER THAN THE RIGHT. THE USUAL. 
BETTER QUESTION: HOW NO, WAIT -- HAVE YOU 
DO f LOOK? POLISHED YOUR ELBOW 
PATCHES? WHY THE 
BIG EFFORT? 


GOTTA 
LOOK My BEST. 


NO... 

ACTUALLY, I LOOK LIKE 

FRANKIE HOWERD'S 
UNDERSTUDY. 


ч 

WHY DOES HE 
GET TO STAY IN 

THE TWEED WHILE 
WE HAVE TO GO 


BECAUSE, 
RORY POND,1 
HAVE THE UNCANNY 
ABILITY TO BLEND 
INTO ANY POINT IN 
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COLOUI 
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DITI 


MANNS 


IN 
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АРЕР SCIENTIFI 
METHOD... 


селе | 
THE GENIUS WHO 
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Se m 
ouch | ү Beware Y 
“a | OF GREEKS 

| BEARING | 


YOU'VE ALWAYS SAID 
THAT IT CAN NEVER BE 
RIGHT TO RETURN AN INJURY/ 


YOU'RE RIGHT, BOY. 


MASTER, WHAT 

ARE YOU DOING?/ 

YOU PROMISED 
ME, NO MORE 
BRAWLING/ 


N 
W 


yt À \ 
7% | 


А 


RIGHT... ОКАУ... WANDER OFF. ENJOY 
YOU KNOW HOW І YOURSELVES, HAVE A NIGHT 
ALWAYS SAY NEVER, ОМ THÉ TOWN. I NEED TO 


EVER WANDER WORK. OUT WHAT'S 
? HAPPENING HERE. 


Z T ар ca 
S m чи P A FROM | E ~ 


THERE ARE 
PLENTY 


т 

SKULL, DIMITRIS, 
SHOW SOMI 
RESPECT. 


| 
| 


2 


UT 
> Е боор, 
i GREAT, SMASHING, 
М J EXCUSE ME, I HAVE 
d WITH TH' PUNCHING..- TO GO АМО INVENT 
yY'RE А REAL рем"... Ў THE BREATH 
TH' BEST... MINT... 


Love 
тіз TOWN, 


MY MASTER 15 
4 WELL, HE'S THE WISEST MAN IN 
F| NOT EXACTLY WHAT I ATHENS, PERHAPS THE 
WAS EXPECTING, WORLD/ HE ALWAYS 
SEARCHED FOR TRUTH -- 
HE WOULD QUESTION THE 
'EXPERTS' OF LAW, 


WHAT YOU RELIGION AND SCIENCE 
SEE 15 NOT THE AND EXPOSE THEIR 
TRUE FACE OF IGNORANCE... 


SOCRATES... 


| НЕ SPOKE 
ONLY IN THE STREETS, 
TO THE PEOPLE, AND 
THE YOUNG LOVED нм. 
HE HAD SO MANY 
N FOLLOWERS... 4 
ит "M 


зо ном ор Y RIGHT. SO HOW IT'S ALL ARISTOPHANES'S FAULT. 
HE END UP LIKE DID... PLATOP/ HE MADE MASTER SOCRATES A 
THIS... SORRY, REALLY? CHARACTER IN ONE OF HIS 
WHAT WAS YOUR - WOW... WRETCHED PLAYS... 
NAME AGAIN? 


"HIS ENEMIES BEGAN TO 
QUOTE THE PLAY, IN SPEECHES 
AND WRITINGS, AGAIN AND AGAIN, 
THE MOCKERY SPREAD LIKE 

A SICKNESS. HE WAS MET 
ONLY WITH RIDICULE. 


"IT WAS AS IF SOCRATES THE 
MAN HAD BEEN SUPPLANTED 
BY SOCRATES THE FICTION..." 


МУ MASTER WAS ACCUSTOMED ТО NOW HE DRINKS LIKE HIS WIFE LEFT BUT EVEN 

THE SNEERS OF THE ELITE, BUT THE DIONYSUS, AND NOTHING HIM LAST THAT HASN'T 

LAUGHTER OF THE ATHENIAN YOUTH I SAY CAN ROUSE MONTH... CHEERED 

WOUNDED HIN. HIM FROM HIS HIM UP, 
DESPAIR. 


MEDIA 
ASSASSINATION, 
ATHENS REALLY 
15 AHEAD OF THE 
CURVE... 


HIS SPIRIT... 
FALTERED. 


HEKTOR, 
DON'T TALK LIKE 
THAT! WHAT ABOUT 


BOY, WHEN 


STOKE THOSE COALS, CALIDORA'S WARNING? v YOU'VE BEEN WORKIN! 3 / 
СЪМ HEPHAESTUS S. WE'RE TEMPTING м AS ME YOU LL Now ' 
THE FURY OF THE э THE TRUTH: ONE HUNK v7 


BACKSIDE N 


/ 
THERE! осе; 


O' AAETAL'S NO 
DIFFERENT FROM 
THE NEXT. 


UNLESS IT'S A SOLID 
GOLD HUNK, O' COURSE! 
DOWN SHE GOES... 


Ф 


он 
B-BLESSED 
ATHENA, 
FORGIVE 
Us.. 


| 
МИН | 
До: 


у 
А — 
1 MERCIFUL 
7 ATHENA, 

SAVE US/// 
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CAROLINE JOHN, PETER 
DAVISON, LOUISE JAMESON 
and REECE SHEARSMITH 
The Devil of Winterborne has 
been exorcised but when the 
body of its last victim reappears, 
and a book of magic spells is 
stolen from a local museum, 
Liz Shaw begins to wonder if 
the ghosts of the past have 
really been laid to rest. 


Starring CAROLINE JOHN, 
PETER DAVISON, LOUISE 
JAMESON and TERRY MOLLOY 
When Liz Shaw is summoned 

to investigate the savage murder 
of a retired headmaster, she is 
disturbed to find evidence of 
satanic rites near the scene of 
the crime. The Devil of 
Winterborne is at large and 

only Liz can stop it 


Written by Mark Gatiss Written by Mark Gatiss 
н А Cert 12 £15.99 POST FREE Cert 12 £15.99 POST FREE 
dese or Nt ЖАШПЫ Jan/FeB 2012) (Due Jan/Feb 2012) 


PROBE. 


т ШШ hm м во 
Еш н жа T us Ёш 


НЕВЕ 


ом № вы 
Starring CAROLINE JOHN, 
LOUISE JAMESON, GEOFFREY 
BEEVERS and MARK GATISS 
The discovery of several oddly 
mutilated bodies alerts Liz to a 
closed down secret evolutionary 
project. With a crack team at her 
disposal, Liz desperately attempts 
to track down the perverted results 
of the project. But just who or 
what is hunting whom? 

Written by Mark Gatiss 

Cert 12 £15.99 POST FREE 

(Due Jan/Feb 2012) L 


Starring CAROLINE JOHN, COLIN 
BAKER, SYLVESTER McCOY, 
MARK GATISS, JON PERTWEE 
Former UNIT luminary Liz Shaw is 
investigating a bizarre series of 
murders, all committed near a 
soon-to-be-closed psychiatric 
hospital. What is the centuries 

old horror hidden in the grounds? 
And exactly what is the secret 

of room zero? 

Written by Mark Gatiss 

Cert 12 £15.99 POST FREE 

(Due Jan/Feb 2012) 
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Is it right to 


Or CRN NO-ONE EVER 
REPLRCE THE ORIGINRLS? 


TOBY HADOKE SAYS: 
I've no doubt you could 
augment an earwig to the 
point where it understood 
nuclear physics, but it 
would still be a very stupid 
thing to do. 
So said Patrick 
Troughton, the Second 
Doctor - 


ле original you 
might say. Not the original 
Doctor, though. The 
original Second Doctor 


(who was different to 


the First, not an imitation of him). And that was 


in The Two Doctors, where due to his grey bonnet 


and acquiescence to Time Lord manipulation, he 
was the Second Doctor, Jim, but not as we knew 
him. We were prepared to accept the 
glitches though, because PATRICK 
TROUGHTON WAS BACK 
PLAYING THE SECOND 
DOCTOR! 

That will never happen 
again though, because, sadly, 


Troughton is no longer with 
us, so there is no reason to 
accept any glitches. 

Don't get me wrong. 
I don't object to the casting 
that occurred in Big Finish's 
fabulous Doctor Who Unbound 
series. By their very nature, 
these stories were “What if's, 
postulating a circumstance 
where Doctor Who 


took a different path. It was also rather fun seeing 
how mooted potential Doctors like Davids Warner 
and Collings fared, but they weren't replacing or 
replicating Doctors who had already taken refuge 
in our hearts. In the same series, Geoffrey Bayldon 
did indeed play the 
giving us a tantalising glimpse of something that 
almost happened anyway (by dint of him nearly 
assuming the role of an ersatz Hartnell in the 20th 
Anniversary Special) 

Peter Cushing on the other hand, wasn't 


irst Doctor, but he was only 


supposed to be William Hartnell. His incarnation 


was a reimagining of the series where ‘Dr Who 
was a potty inventor, the Daleks shot people with 
fire extinguishers, and Roy Castle arsing about was 
considered comic relief 
I like Cushing's Doctor 
he was a sublime actor 
whose unique 
interpretation 
never tried 
to mimic 
Hartnell’s. 
Wie Indeed, when Doctor Who needed to 
3 ШЕ continue after Hartnell's departure, 
it was decided to go in a completely 
different direction rather than follow 
the man himself - and that's the point 
Of course, by the time The Five 
Doctors came along, Hartnell had 
passed away. I thoroughly enjoyed 
Richard Hurndall's performance as a 
er, because all 1 had to go on was 


young; 
my memory of Hartnell from The Five Faces 
of Doctor Who repeats. Today, however, we 
have almost every episode on DVD, and if the 
memory tries to cheat we a have a shiny 
disc or ten to remind it of the rules 
Really - who could replace the 
Three Who Ruled first? 
And why would you do 
it? For a convoluted 
multi-Doctor knees 
up? Well, surely not 
being able to get 
the Doctors is one 
reason not to do 
such a thing. And 
forget the dead, what 
about Eccleston? He 
seems unlikely to 
don the leather 
coat once again, 
so who are you 
going to get to 
replace him? 
This is getting 
ridiculous. 


Geoffrey Bayldon's 
First Doctor: a glimpse of a 
Five Doctors that never was? 


воре often mention Troughton and Pertwee's 
sons as potential replacements, as if sharing a 
surname somehow irons out every other difference 
Nonsense. You can see they are father and son but 
one playing the other on screen? No chance. You 
may as well cast Cheryl Baker as Colin and Bernie 
Ecclestone as Christopher (at least then 99% of 
internet spellings of his name would become correct 
overnight). I'll be intrigued and delighted to hear 
David Troughton attempt to be his Dad on audio, 


but for me it will only ever be something I'll delve 
into out of curiosity. I'll be detached 
from the drama as I assess the 
merits of this experiment 
And when I'm experiencing 
Doctor Who, being taken out 
of the drama is something 

I don't want. 

For me, every Doctor is 
irreplaceable. Each one is 
someone's favourite and 
each has something unique 
they bring to the role. Accept 
no substitutes. With Doctor Who 
there's really no need, the format of the 
series allows us to have new people playing the role 
without them having any limitations. You wouldn't 
photocopy Van Gogh's The Sunflowers, or play 
Stairway to Heaven on the Bontempi. So why accept 
an imitation of the inimitable? 

Or if you do, then go the whole hog, and do Ten 
Meets Eleven but with Neil Tennant as the Tenth 
Doctor and Maggie Smith as the Eleventh. 

Now that I'd really like to watch (but it'd still be a 
very stupid thing to do). 


In the last Battle of Wits 1 put 
forward the argument that 
for the 50th anniversary 

in 2013 there should be, in 
rand tradition of all 
the previous milestones, 

a multi-Doctor story and 
that every effort should 

be made to include all 

= . thes 
ha 
History will show that 
everybody thought that 
my side of the argument was well thought out, 
anks History! But 
ifa multi-Doctor story wa 


the 


urviving actors to 


played the lead role 


to the point and handsome. Th: 


surel 


going to happen it 
rst through to the 
Eleventh? They are, after all, the star of the show! 
Sadly, the actors who played the first three Doctors, 
William Hartnell, Richard Hurndall, Patrick 
Troughton and Jon Pertwee have all passed away. 


should involve all the Doctors, 


Apart from some unsatisfying use of archive footage, 


surely the only way to make a story featuring all the 
Doctors would be to have new actors play 


the roles of his first three incarnations? 


Now, you are probably reading this 


sentence from a distance as you've 
just flung the magazine across 
the room but bear with me. 

Doctor Who has become more 
than just a television series 
Nearly half a century old, 
the concept from its humble 
beginnings in 1963 has thrived 
and continues to do so through 
so many different types of media 
From comics to audio drama, video 
games to novels, stage plays to feature 
films, it’s gotten to the point where the 
television series, while obviously the parent to all 
these exciting and different offspring, is just another 
way that we experience and enjoy Doctor Who. 

Like characters as enduring and loved as Tarzan 
and Sherlock Holmes before him, the Doctor has 
transcended the medium that spawned him. Like 
Holmes and Tarzan, the Doctor has been played 


Peter Cushing: giving his 
own interpretation of 
William Hartnell's role. 


by many people across those 


media. From Hartnell to Smith 
Imay bela Genius, Бот 


зигейне сап find other 
people to play Dr Who!” 


on television to Peter Cushing 
playing the First Doctor in the 
19605 Dalek films. Although 
at the time there wasn't any 
knowledge that Hartnell's 
Doctor would be the ‘first’, 
Cushing is playing a version of 
the First Doctor in those movies 
a little bit doddery, prone 
to tetchiness, but in essence a 
warm and loving grandfather. 
Basically (barring tweaks, the 
Doctor being human. Ha - good 
luck with making him even half 
that!) Cushing’s Doctor was 
what we had on television at 


the time. He wasn't copying 
Hartnell, but 
luvvie acting phrase - he was 


to coin a slightly 


giving his Doctor. 

Toby, you mention the recent 
Crest, іп 
which David Troughton 
takes on his father’s 


AudioGO series Serpent 


role, and how the idea of someone 
“Expecting someone 


else playing the Second Doctor е 
else, Omega? 


takes you out of the story. I'm 
taking that as a testament to 
the way Patrick Troughton 

created his 


Doctor in such a 
way as it’s impossible to accept 
anyone else ever playing his 


role, But by that rationale, have 


you watched every post-Se 


n 
Connery Bond film with a wry 


smile and a ‘why bother?’ attitude? 


To some fans, the concept of recasting 
the first three Doctors is always 


going to 


be seen as heresy and a slap in the face to the 


actors who played them. To me that seems as crazy 


as refusing to accept an actor taking on the role of are forever set in stone as the building blocks c 


Hamlet after you'd particularly enjoyed someone Doctor Who. My argument isn't - and never would be 
- to гер 


we wipe them from the mind and start again. My 


ace what they achieved. I'm not su 


else in the role years earlier! 


esting 
Hartnell, Troughton and Pertwee, along with so 
sty that for the 
тес 


take оп 


many others both on screen and behind the scenes, | point is that would it be such a trav 


sake of an epic multi-Doctor exravaganza to 
good, talented actors involved to give their 


the First, Second and Third Doctors? 


Obviously, casting the Doctors’ sons because 


ey 
share a surname with the original actors is, as Toby 


That would only ever work with 


says, ridicul 


Christian names. In 2013 I look forward to William 


Fichtner as the First Doctor, Patrick Duffy as the 


Second and Jon Bon Jovi with big hair, ruffled shirt 


and a cape before he goes to change into costume to 


play the Third 


HAVE YOUR SAY! 


о now you knov at Toby and Johnny have to 
what do YOU think? 
to bring back the first three 


in the role 


y = but Would it be fun 
Joctors by casting 
new actors Or do you think that no 


one will evel Ме to recapture the essence of Hartnell, 


Troughton and Perty 
your vote on our Fa 


2e's original performances? Register 
;ok page. Just ‘like’ the page, visit 


the polls section, and you can have your say 
y yt y 


www.facebook.com/doctorwhomagazine 


And why not write to y Forum to add your own 


thoughts to the debate? ( 


page 12.) E-mail us 
dwm@paninico.uk, or send us a m 

In DWM 439 we asked whether all the 
added to 
disaster of the highest 


ye Ма Twitter. 

nissing episodes 
nystery, or if their loss clysmic 
order. Unsurprisingly, most of you 
desperately want all those old stories back 


NEVER OH MY 


MIND, GOOD GOD, 
EH? NOOOO!!! 73% 
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“Steven Moffat ties up all his |. strands with 
Scary monsters, some welcome returnees, and 
ab eathtaking non-linear narrative that keeps 


you guessing till the very last moment...’ 


reviews The Complete Sixth Series 
та [Т WHO ИР A 


бд 
В 


REVIEUJS 


DUD 


18 The Complete Sixth Series ...........75 
№ The Sarah Jane Adventures; 

The Complete Fourth Series 78 
№ Torchwood: Miracle бау... 79 


CDs 

№ The Many Deaths of Jo Grant... 80 
№ Serpent Crest: Aladdin Time 80 
№ The Elite. B0 
Е The Scarifyers: The Magic Circle... 80 


BOOKS 

18 The Big Finish Companion: 
Volume 1 

№ The Flight of the Budgerigar......... 8 


COMING soon... 


DVD 
W UNIT Files 


CDs 
№ Army of Death 
W The Lost Stories: 
The Children of Seth 86 


№ The Companion Chronicles: 
Beyond the Ultimade Adventure 86 


STOCKING FILLERS A 


У 2\entertain 


A Christmas Carol, The Impossible 
AstronautiDay of the Moon, The Curse of 
the Black Spot, The Doctor's Wife, The Rebel 
Нез Те Almost People, A Good Man Goes 
to War, Let's Kill Hitler, Night Terrors, 

The Girl Who Waited, The God Complex 
Closing Time, The Wedding of River Song 
Matt Smith (the Doctor), 
Karen Gillan (Amy), Arthur Darvill (Rory) 
and Alex Kingston (River Song) 
Steven Moffat; Steve 
Thompson; Neil Gaiman; Matthew 
Graham; Mark Gatiss; Tom MacRae; 
Toby Whithouse; Gareth Roberts 
Toby Haynes; Jeremy Webb; 
Richard Clark; Julian Simpson; Peter Hoar, 
Richard Senior; Nick Hurran; Steve Hughes 
25 December 2010, 
23 April — 1 October 2011 
£51.05 (DVD) / £61.27 (Blu-ray) 
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REVIEUJ 


A PREVIEW OF UPCOMING RELEASES 


es proper. On rewatch 
t/Day of 


wcases Toby Haynes 
n of place and 


Ben Willsher 


"ови 


LICE 2° ВОХ Mus 


постой Фшно MAGAZINE 523 


THE Феелеш 


rendered atmospherics. From the dusty 
saffron plains where the Doctor gathers 
his friends, to the haunting children's 
home with its long shadows and 
nightmarish wall scrawl, it is epic and 
claustrophobic, exciting and spooky. The 
Silents are a terrific creation, besuited 
Edvard Munch/Roswell Grey hybrids 
with contorting faces and rattling 
sound accompaniment, bewitchingly 
half glimpsed in the background. That 
they are forgotten once we turn away 
is a flourish typical of Moffat's genius. 

If | were to argue that he's the greatest 
writer in the show's history at finding 
inventive science-fiction concepts 

with rich storytelling possibilities and 
maximum potential for nightmares, 
they'd be Exhibit Number One. 

The prosecution, however, might 
counter that his predilection for 
timey-wimey manipulation and clever 
structuring requires more rigour. The 
big, emotional slo-mo cliffhanger 
involving a shooting is unforgivably 
dismissed with a throwaway "I missed, " 
and the Doctor abandons an imperilled 
іше girl in 1960s America as if he's 
aware she's part of an overarching 
plot. These gripes are not to ignore the 
story's individual moments of brilliance 
though: the self-administered Silence 
counters etched onto our heroes' skin, 
River's brazen dive into the TARDIS 
pool, Mark Sheppard's grouchily cool 
Canton, and Kerry Shale's marvellous 
cameo as the nutty Dr Renfrew. The 
little girl's plaintive voice on a direct 
line to the President to warn him about 
alien infiltration is Exhibit Number Two 
Ultimately the story suffers from being 
a vehicle for the season arc, which 
centres on the shocking premise that 
the Doctor most definitely dies. Actually 
the Doctor most definitely doesn't die, 
because, as it turns out, the Doctor lies. 

The Curse of the Black Spot 
combines Doctor Who with pirates and 
fails to be either funny or terrifying 
enough. It is another father/son story 
which is resolved by us conveniently 
forgetting that the happy ending is 
bestowed upon a mass murderer and 
his mutinous crew of killers, none of 
whom has really earned redemption 
(though Hugh Bonneville does well with 
thin material). The early atmospheric 
stillness is the best element of the 
episode, but after Lee Ross' Boatswain 


"Have you come 
to take me away?" 


па шетовфшно MAGAZINE 


Наз vanished Кот the story without 
explanation, it becomes a dull retelling 
of The Doctor Dances, albeit one 

with the pleasing visual of Lily Cole as 
an Ambulance Siren. Когу5 twenty: 
thousandth on-screen death is well 
directed, with slow motion and swelling 
music until the reveal that... he isn't 
dead. Oh. Apparently the director lies as 
well. As does the conductor, Hmm. 

The Doctor's Wife is an instant 
classic: funny, strange, and touching 
Making Nephew an Ood, rather 
than whatever Ме! Gaiman originally 
envisaged, harms to story not a jot and 
is the sort of cost-saving compromise 
the series has always had to make, 
no matter how much the press tried 
to suggest otherwise (the papers lie). 
Suranne Jones’ personification of the 
TARDIS - gabbled diction, hair asunder 
and bedecked like a bride dragged 
through a hedge backwards — gives 
winning life to the show's most 
enduring 'character'. To tell a story 
about a man' touching relationship 
with his vehicle and make this non- 
driver cry is no mean feat, and the final 
scenes with Smith at one with his Heath 
Robinson 'er indoors, demonstrates 
magnificently how this batty 
programme makes the odd beautiful 
Matt Smith manipulates the console 
like no other, gleefully conducting the 
ship's controls like a dancing Sorcerer's 
Apprentice. Gorgeous 

The Almost People/The Rebel Flesh 
is a curious beast. It is like the second 
episode was made by unstable copies 
of the people who made the first. A 
novel concept, a visually impressive 
setting, and a strong ensemble cast, 
are wasted in an unsatisfactory 
conclusion where everyone behaves 
as if they know they're in a television 
show. Amy's repeated rejection of the 
Ganger-Doctor is so blatant and out- 
of-character that it spells out the story's 
moral less subtly than an Inspector 
Gadget safety lesson. Having set up the 
idea that all life is sacrosanct, the script 
calls for the supporting characters to 
sacrifice themselves happily so long as 
the actor who plays them is still alive 
across the room. It's almost as if having 
two doppelgdngers survive to the end 
would have thrown up less convenient 
resolutions than the script wanted, 
which rather undermines its pretentions 


i; 


‘Let’s Kill Hitler is the start of a run 
that puts paid to any notion that 


this is a show in the doldrums 


, 


to profundity. If that weren't enough 
the Doctor then melts a “properly 
scared” Amy Pond after a series of 
lectures about the sanctity of avatar life. 
I've since seen it explained by Steven 
Moffat, sort of satisfactorily, that while 
‘our’ Amy's consciousness was in the 
Ganger' body, her mind then returned 
to her real, pregnant body – meaning 
that the Doctor wasn't really killing 
anyone, just a husk. But that was on 
Twitter. A week or so later. There's a 
timey-wimey and a placey-wacey for 
important plot clarifications. That was 
neither-weithery. 

Mid-season climax A Good Man 
Goes to War is a terrific, exciting, funny 
episode that ramps u е action and 
Sees our hero take the fight to Frances 
Barber's deliciously leather-clad, lipsticky 
Madame Kovarian, who with one snarl 
is proof that Russell T Davies didn't take 
Doctor Who's camp with him when 
he left. Like a humanised TARDIS, if 
you'd told me that a Welsh Sontaran 
Nurse and a lesbian Victorian Silurian 
samurai would be two of the most 
winning creations this year | wouldn't 
have believed you, so all credit to the 
deadpan Dan Starkey and dignified 
Neve Mcintosh who are both excellent. 
Madame Vastra and Jenny are begging 
for a Jago and Litefoot-esque spin-off 
('Sapphic and Steel'?). The clever reveal 
of River's identity via the forest people's 
language and the sickening twist that 
Amy's baby is a Ganger are Exhibits 
Number Three and Four. 

Having the audacious Let's Kill Hitler 
bang next to that action adventure 
(rather than months apart) on one 
disc emphasises what a change in 
style this breezy episode is. Setting a 
knockabout comedy in the office of one 
of the most evil men in history takes 
some cojones, but Moffat pulls it off. 


His sleight of hand is so assured that 
this viewer was totally banjaxed by the 
episode's key reveal despite the fact that 
Nina Toussaint-White's character was а 
gobby party animal whose name was 
Mels. ! didn't even begin to put two 
and two together, although we do get 
(Exhibit Number) four in the form of The 
Teselecta. It is an episode of astonishing 
bravado that wins you over with its 
sheer cheek, and seems the best place 
to mention Alex Kingston's River Song, 
who grabs this episode with both hands 
and as ever takes us on a giddying ride 
from heartbreak to hilarity with gusto 
one of the series' true icons 

It's the start of a run that puts paid 
to any notion that this is a show in the 
doldrums, even if every story comes 
with a little dose of déjà vu for free. 
Night Terrors is a terrific, minimalist 
piece which remakes Fear Her with 
a better child actor, a parent-eating 
wardrobe and a giant malevolent 
dolls’ house. Mark Gatiss channels 
a childhood of teatime terror into 
an atmospheric adventure with a 
heart, and his vision is superbly 
served in the evocative photography 
and art direction 

These dark urban shadows find 
a complete contrast in the stark 
and clinical The Girl Who Waited, a 
showcase for Karen Gillan's superb 
portrayal of an Amy worn down by time 
and robbed of hope. It's an intelligent, 
mature performance: the blunt, cold, 
abandoned Amy sharing screen time 
with her sharper, warmer self, thanks 
to Nick Hurran's stunning direction 
involving a clever use of fades and 
picture composition. As his Girl In The 
Magnifying Glass stays behind to die, 
Arthur Darvill reinforces that he's got 
more than just killer comic timing. His 
heroic everyman — obliged to make 


Dressing for the occasion; 
if he's going to die, 
the Doctor's going to 


bow out in style 


Rory's Choice - is very impressive here, 
wringing every last drop of emotion 
from the uncompromising denouement 

In The God Complex, Hurran 
again shows what a find he is with 
his woozy tracking shots along the 
hotel corridors flitting between black 
and white security camera POVs and 
abstract, quick cuts as the victims of the 
Minotaur Undead alternate between 
screams, grins, and the printed Praise 
Hims. Having the necessary exposition 
relayed in a scene which is all snatched 
reflections or shots through running 
water and a bulbous fish bowl epitomes 
the perfect symbiosis between beguiling 
script and abstract but comprehensible 
realisation. Toby Whithouse piles on the 
mystery and jeopardy but his characters 
aren't ciphers and yet another strong 
ensemble flourishes, The plucky and 
intuitive Rita's final moments are among 
the most moving I've seen in a lifetime 
spent watching the series (and Amara 
Karan more than holds her own against 
the season's bigger names). 

Detractors may rue the Doctor 
getting all domestic again in Closing 
Time (the sequel to last year's delightful 
The Lodger) but the genius of this 
approach is that the more mundane 
the surroundings, the more oddball 
this Doctor is. James Corden 
again bounces well off 
our hero and amidst 
the adventuring there 
are plenty of laugh- 
out-loud moments (“just 
because | don't know the 
names” being the pick of a 
particularly strong bunch). 
The Doctor speaking 
baby makes absolute 
sense in terms of what 
we know of TARDIS translation 
software and is a charming conceit 
that allows Smith to be both loveable 
and melancholic. The episode is a great 
showcase for the Eleventh Doctor: an 
offbeat scamp, slightly askance at both 
the universe and social convention, with 
a haunted wisdom deep inside those 
busy, hooded eyes. Smith's not put a 
foot wrong all season. 


And so it all comes to a head with 
a wedding - just like last year. I'm not 
sure the Doctor needed to marry River 
Song, but it seems kisses are how big 
moments are signified in Doctor Who 
nowadays. Having hidden the Teselecta 
in plain sight, Moffat again ties up 

most of his various strands in an action 
packed finale with scary monsters, some 
welcome returnees and a breathtaking 
non-linear narrative that keeps you 
guessing till the very last moment. Like 
many episodes this year, though, it 

isn’t a story in its own right. The series 
should try to do new things, and the 
urge to spin a web of mayhem and 
intrigue throughout the whole season 
was worth indulging, but on both 
viewings the arc has got in the way 
more than it has helped. 

I'm pleased that the Doctor has been 
rebooted as an anonymous adventurer, 
but too much of the drama of this 
season relied on characters simply being 
dishonest with each other and the 
viewer. The best lies have an element of 
truth in them, but some of these were 
barefaced. There's a difference between 
misdirection (which is dramatically 
satisfying) and dishonesty (which isn't). 

So, what about the received wisdom 
that made me dread writing this? Was 
the continuing story too convoluted? 
No, it's pretty straightforward once 
the finale has played out. Is there 
a malaise in terms of quality? No. 
Behold Moffat's unparalleled ability to 
meld the scary and the imaginative, 
Michael Pickwoad's versatile, handsome 
production design and Murray Gold's 
sterling orchestrations, shifting from 
inspiring anthems to minimalist mood 
pieces, as well as a bevy of directors 
amongst whom, this season, there isn't 
a weak link. 

I'd urge doubters to watch these 
episodes again. You might just find that 
the doubts are lies. 


"D'you wanna buy 
соте Сар scent 


There's a disc of cut-down Doctor Who 
Confidentials: the best episodes teach 
us something we never knew, and in 
years to come these behind-the-scenes 
chronicles will be invaluable, There's 
fun to be had watching Corden and 
Smith horsing around making Closing 
Time and the Almost People actors 
joshing with their doubles, whilst the 
technically-minded will find fascination 
in the explanations of the tricks of the 
trade. That said, surely there was more 
to The Girl Who Waited than to provide 
an opportunity for Karen Gillan to do 
Top Gear? 

The Monster Files are nice mini- 
packages showcasing the creation of 
The Silence, The Gangers, The Anti- 
Bodies, and The Cybermats. If their 
aim is to make the viewer watch each 
episode with a fresh appreciation of 
the levels of hard work and creativity 
that go into the series then they are a 
resounding success. They're made by 
the Confidential team and I'm with the 
mourners of the passing of this show. 

I think the fans who tune in to find 
out how to conjure the magic are the 
ones whose creativity will be harnessed 
for the long haul. For this generation, 
the names ‘Neill Gorton’ and 'Danny 
Hargreaves' will be as evocative as ‘Matt 
Irvine’ and ‘Jack Kine’ were to mine. 
These positive DVD packages 
occasionally have the feel of an 
electronic press kit, so it should be 
no surprise that there's nothing 
controversial in the commentaries. 
The tracks are all good fun and 
informative though. Along with 
amiable chats on The Impossible 
Astronaut and The Almost 
People, we get a delightful, 
enthusiastic solo turn from Neil 
Gaiman carrying his episode 
alone. Arthur Darvill and Neve 
Mcintosh guide us through 
A Good Man Goes to War 
alongside star find Tim Barter 
(on-set VFX supervisor) who 
sweetly admits that he asked 
to be excused from the floor 
of his dream job when not 
needed for a scene, so that 
he wouldn't be exposed to 
a spoiler before broadcast. 
Not until the finale do we 


get Steven Moffat, who is a natural at 
this stuff, and the wonderful sound 
of respected actress Frances Barber 
recalling her thrill at appearing in a 
show she's a huge fan of. 

We also have the Comic Relief 
snippets (timey-wimey, yaddy-waddery) 
the moody and welcome episode 
'Prequels' (which aren't, strictly 
speaking, prequels) and the odd trailer, 
but the selling point of this release 
is Night and the Doctor. These mini- 
episodes muse on what our hero gets 
up to when everyone else is asleep. 
They're terrific: Bad Night finds the 
Doctor in a knockabout, fishy tale 
involving the Queen, and is daft but 
funny. Good Night is a touching musing 
on the Time Lord's busy schedule 
righting wrongs big and small (he does 
a locum shift at a busy Brixton hospital 
in between saving the universe). It 
addresses those concerns | outlined 
earlier about the timey-wimey business 
most successfully. The way the Doctor 
articulates the memory's propensity 
to cheat is a convincing explanation 
for ever-changing time and rewritten 
histories. River Song features in the 
segments which bookend her first night 
in prison and last encounter with the 
Doctor (before our first encounter with 
her). The latter is terribly moving and 
these four adventures are essential, 
not disposable in the way that 
their predecessors have been. The 
anomalous Up all Night is actually a 
teaser for Closing Time and so unlike 
the so-called 'Prequels' it ironically 
actually is a prequel, even though it's 
not billed as one. 

This box set is a pretty good package 
compared to what most television 
series get, but | can't help missing 
the commentaries we used to get on 
every episode, the individual episode 
trailers, deleted scenes, video diaries 
and Doctor Who at the Proms. Perhaps 
these DVDs, which will sell by the 
bucket-load anyway, don't need quite 
the level of love that the show gets in 
other spheres. | could be diplomatic and 
say that because I'm spoiled elsewhere 
1 should accept market forces’ reality 
and declare myself entirely happy with 
this selection of material. But | wouldn't 
want you to go away thinking that the 
reviewer lies. 
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It seems odd to discuss the Extras first, 
but then again, it's odd for this series to 
have any DVD extras worth mentioning 
But this box set, well... it only comes 
with Pyramids of bloody Mars! Whoever 
decided upon this should be knighted 
immediately. Modern viewers are 
supposed to be incapable of coping 
with something that doesn't boast CGI, 
references to EastEnders and snogging. 
Well my brood watched this and didn't 
bat an eyelid. The youngest hid and said 
he was scared. Healthy, containable, 
conquerable fear is A Good Thing, 

and never did me any harm (quiet at 
the back). The eldest grinned with 
guilty pleasure at the rather gruesome 
death of Ibrahim Namin as if he was 
watching something he shouldn't. The 
middle one just watched transfixed. 
They took an old Doctor in their stride 
and enjoyed watching Sarah Jane from 
all those years ago adventuring in a 
terrific showcase for her undeniable 
charms, There she was, dancing about 
the TARDIS and ribbing the grouchy 
Time Lord, hiding in abject fear in the 
crunchy undergrowth whilst stalked 

by Egyptian mummies, and being both 
scared and brave at the same time 
(which is what won her the role in the 
first place). With its small but well- 
chosen cast, its showcase villain and 
comparatively minimal but well placed 
and convincing effects, its shared DNA 
with The Sarah Jane Adventures and 
the current incarnation of Doctor Who 
is never in doubt. It's even got a fez. 


^| think | вап go on forever.” 

Elisabeth Sladen died this year. Those 
words still look wrong as | type them 

She was still on the telly. When 
| first watched the contents of this box 
set | had all the time in the world with 
her. There they were, recorded on my 
set-top box, the latest episodes of a 
show for which another half season 
was already in the can. A thrill for kids, 
a guilty pleasure for adults, a ratings 
success. Oh, there'd be plenty more 
where they came from 

And then Elisabeth Sladen died. 

And so the episodes on this DVD 
take on a whole new significance. 
Sadly, the resonant themes across these 
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Elisabeth Sladen: 
Sarah Jane Smith. 


‘Sadly, the resonant themes 
across these adventures seem 
prescient in hindsight...’ 


adventures seem prescient considering 
the events that followed, The stories 
seem geared to prepare us to face up 
to loss and appreciate the precious 
moments we have with people we love. 

“It'll seem strange not being 
with them." 

The opening adventure, The 
Nightmare Man, taps our primal 
dread of nightmares, Joseph Lidster's 
script hits the ground running with a 
portentous video diary promising the 
end of the world before a knowing 
post-titles mini adventure, Mother 
and son discuss domestic issues whilst 
contending with an alien menace which 
is resolved with an explosion of goo 
that coats our cast. The latter is a trope 
so knowingly replayed it bypasses its 
blatant childishness and to skirt on the 
verges on the genius. 

The frivolity dissolves pretty quickly; 
this is, after all, the adventure in which 
boy genius Luke gets sent packing 
to university. Clyde throws a security 
blanket of bolshiness around himself, 
Stating that Luke "needs to get used to 
us not being around." Oh yes, sudden 
departures just hurt too much. Before 
his heroic return at the end of the 
series Luke pops up now and again via 
video link, but whilst he was no Adric, 
a synthetically-produced alien brainbox 


is inevitably going to be stiffer than his 
perky mates so his sabbatical isn't too 
keenly felt. Much as all the mother/ 

son stuff makes us adults well-up or 
nod with approval that the show is 
highlighting teenage issues, all the kids 
really care about is the explosions, aliens 
and jokes. 

The story proper is terrific, and 
it's astonishing just how creepily this 
is presented. Director Joss Agnew 
doesn't flinch with his bleak depiction 
of the horrific nature of subconscious 
imaginings bred from fear of loneliness 
and the pain of teenage self-doubt. 
The nightmare vision of a grotesque, 
dead-eyed parody of the school 
disco is particularly alarming: no 
more so that when infested by Julian 
Bleach's eponymous villain. He's an 
extraordinary creation with the aspect 
of a malevolent clown from the 
Underworld: a slumber vampire with 
a voice carved from pure Halloween. 
It's difficult to imagine this horrific 
creation presented any differently in 
the parent series. 

“My mission is terminated.” 

The Vault of Secrets contains the 
most child-friendly (or perhaps adult 
unfriendly, I'm not sure) material. The 
broad comedy of Gita and Haresh's visit 
to BURPSS brings with it a cloud of gags 


that seep out as frequently as possible, 
and keep repeating. Angus Wright does 
good work as teatime Terminator Mr 
Dread, even if this homage sometimes 
wavers perilously close to blatant theft. 
Still, we adults enjoy the references, 
whilst the kids are none the wiser, 
laugh at the gags and enjoy the laser 
hands. There could have been more of 
an emotional wrench at his sacrifice, 
but he's rather coldly cajoled into it 
by our heroes, whose empathy for 
former abductee Ocean Waters is 
also a tad wanting. Mark Goldthorp's 
Androvax gets a deservedly meaty 
role, though it's fair to say the regulars 
aren't at their best when infested by 
the body-hopping alien. In fact, Mina 
Anwar, usually relied on to submit the 
least subtle comedy moments, fares 
best in this department, lending her 
stricken alien an air of feral desperation. 
Phil Ford's script admirably rejects 
straightforward goodie/baddie morality 
for something more complex and it 
is fitting that Androvax lives to fight 
another day. 

"The universe feels darker tonight.” 

One of Elisabeth Sladen's great 
strengths as an actress was that, 
throughout her time on CBBC, she 
never begged for approval by acting 
overly mumsy or zany. In Death of the 
Doctor, Sarah Jane treats news of the 
Time Lord's death with the same prickly 
resistance she'd give an alien invasion. 
Russell T Davies' peppy script hits the 
ground running with a military incursion 
into Bannerman Road and a dramatic 
announcement than unleashes an 
outbreak of the emotional drama he is 
famed for. A brief, touchíng moment 
between Rani and.her Dad emphasises 
that we will all, one day, lose someone 
special and that we should grasp them 
tight while we can. It's not a mawkish 
wake of an adventure though – you 
can almost hear Davies guffawing as 
he types out the machinations of his 
evil space vultures and their dominatrix 
UNIT cohort. He is fluent in Matt Smith's 
Doctor, who takes everything a different 
timeslot throws at him in his ungainly 
but determined stride. There are also 


Old friends reunited in 
The Sarah Jane Adventures 


plenty of references decipherable 

only by people way too old to be 
watching this show (guilty as charged), 
| especially at the end when Sarah 

| runs through the fates of some of 

the Doctor's other former travellers. 

It seems he instils a crusading spirit 
into all of his followers, and one can 
only hope that Sarah simply forgot to 
mention Melanie Bush's feminist vegan 
CND collective and Dodo's marriage 
to Swampy. The description of a 
married lan and Barbara who never 
age sums up the Davies approach to 
science-fiction perfectly — why flex 
the logic muscles when you can tug 
the emotional heartstrings? It seems 
entirely right in this context in a way 
it sometimes didn't in a drama aimed 
at more 'grown-up' (or should that be 
cynical?) viewers. 

There's one companion, of course, 
who we do more than hear about. 
The reintroduction of Jo Grant as a 
multi-sprogged grandmother who 
has handcuffed herself to Robert 
Mugabe is a delightful and absolutely 
believable continuation of a character 
Katy Manning clearly hasn't forgotten 
how to play. A character, lest we 
forget, who was last seen on television 
in 1973. That's before | was born 
Have we older fans assimilated this 
yet? Isn't this the sort of thing we'd 
once have yearned for years ago but 
despised ourselves for so doing, fearful 
that it'd be too cliquey? A nod that 
would alienate the casual or juvenile 
viewer: a nod, or maybe even a fan 
wink? Well, the young fans of my 
acquaintance took it in their stride and 
loved the batty lady without any prior 
knowledge of her. 

"Sarah Jane, you're the best thing 
that ever happened to us." 

The Empty Planet succeeds 
despite having minimum access 
to its lead actress. That's because 
Gareth Roberts knows how to brew 
a perfect mix of drama and comedy, 
and the production team renders his 
abandoned Earth brilliantly. There is a 
pair of terrific chunky robots clomping 
about and the clever misdirection due 
to the phraseology of their search for 
a ‘son and heir’ is a witty flourish 
It's trump card however, is that it 
showcases Daniel Anthony and Ап]! 
Mohindra. She is adept at propelling 
the drama by injecting explanatory 
dialogue with requisite energy and 
provides some welcome unfettered 
emotion to scenes of familial 
interaction. He's been the de facto lead 
on more than one occasion, refusing 
to over-egg the comedy (he's never as 


broad as some far more experienced 
actors who have popped up in the 
show) and really plucky with the 
dramatic stuff. An actor this natural 
and charismatic deserves a bright 
future. Watching the two of them 
undergo an unrequited love story has 
been one of the joys as the series has 
developed, and the looks of joy mixed 
with alarm as they contemplate being 
a latterday Adam and Eve, or even 
Harry and Sally, are desperately sweet. 

"She inspired so many people." 

Rupert Laight's Lost In Time 
introduces us to Cyril Nri's celestial 
shopkeeper, whose role is largely 
to enunciate the drama at his 
parrot Captain. He has a nifty line 
in elemental hand gestures, a natty 
costume and wastes precious little 
time dispatching our heroes into three 
different time periods. Laight distils 
essence of pure Sydney Newman into 
his intelligent script, giving us historical 
settings that entertain and educate in 
equal measure. Each setting gets its 
own colour palette and atmosphere 
Rani provides solace for a doomed 
Lady Jane Grey, given dignified life by 
actress Amber Beattie, in a touching 
strand that shows that whilst death is 
inevitable it is possible to take hope 
from it. George's pluck is necessarily 
feistier and more belligerent than 
Jane's, and Richard Wister provides 
an equally well-performed sidekick 
for Clyde as he tackles the German 
invaders. Having a young black 
man from the twenty-first century 
emphasising his Britishness in the face 
of oppression is as stark a repudiation 
of Nazism as one could hope for on 
children's television. Elisabeth Sladen 
gives a beautifully-judged turn in 
her very episode of Sapphire and 
Steel, in an adventure that shows our 
characters just how alive the past and 
its inhabitants can be to us. 

"Sarah Jane makes you happy." 

The final story broadcast while 
Elisabeth Sladen was still alive has 
a gut-wrenchingly appropriate title 
Goodbye, Sarah Jane Smith. It boasts 
another sharp script (Roberts again, 
with former DWM editor Clayton 
Hickman) that is both funny and 
moving, and shows Sarah Jane trying 
to protect those she loves by hiding 
her illness from them. When she 
disappears from their lives, their world 
is turned upside down. It confronts the 
issue of age and encroaching infirmity 
by employing the imaginative device 
of a gluttonous alien who leeches who 
exploits our heroine's vulnerability and 
self-doubt. Julie Graham feasts on the 
scenery as well as the star to glorious 
effect. Daniel Anthony excels again, 
and Clyde's near death experience out 
in space showcases his ability to be... 
well, scared and brave at the same 
time. He's clearly learnt from the best. 

We end the season as we began: 
the gang all together, a variation on 
the goo-splurge (Clyde still gets it, of 
course) and Sarah Jane embracing 
adventure with the same gusto as 
she did in Pyramids of Mars all those 
years ago. 

"Мо-опез irreplaceable,” she muses 
earlier in the adventure. | beg to differ. 
TOBY HADOKE 
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ou wake up one day and, 
suddenly, no-one's 
dropping dead anymore. 
That won't instil a sense 
of urgency in anyone. US 
dramas often unfold over many more 
weeks, but of all the stories ever told by 
Doctor Who and its spin-offs, Miracle 
Day - at a mere ten hours - is by far the 
longest. As July rolled around to 
September, we were still waiting, 
desperate to find out what was keeping 
apparent fatalities in the land of the 
living. Well, now you can grab the DVD 
(or Blu-ray - there's posh), sit down and 
comfortably watch the whole thing over 
the space of a week, should you wish 
The pace is a still a slight problem 
As a concession to the impatient a 
shocking revelation has been 
scheduled for halfway through our 
Miracle marathon. But having pored 
over Phi Corps schematics, speculated 
about the mysterious ‘Modules’ and 
been shown around what are clearly 
death camps, the big reveal isn't as 
surprising as it might be. Predictable or 
not, however, it still packs a stomach- 
churning punch, perhaps even more so 
for the prosaic way in which it's related 
by Gwen. They're not killing the 
should-be-dead in 'furnaces' or 
'incinerators'. "Jack!" she gasps. 
"They built ovens!" And then she 
blows the place sky high and is out of 
there before you can say 'popty ping" 
It's Gwen Cooper and her beguiling 
turn of phrase that make Torchwood; 
she is the very essence of it. She has the 
trappings of cool, but is often a hair's 
breadth from being utterly hopeless. 
Regardless, in years gone by, she saved 
the day on a week-by-week basis, while 
juggling the demands of a big strapping 
Welsh bloke. ("She's a beacon for 
working women the world over!" 
hoorays executive producer Julie Gardner 
on the DVD extras). Both Gwen and 
Torchwood maintain a tenuous link back 
to Doctor Who because, like the show 
that spawned then, they're ever-so- 
slightly silly, and yet ultimately invincible. 
Which, frankly, is why the 
marvellous Dr Vera Juarez had it 
coming. She was too competent and 


professional to be properly integrated 
into the gang. When she dies in one of 
Phi Corps' cookers, it does feel like 
Torchwood's chances of saving the day 
go up in smoke with her. Meanwhile, 
new recruit Rex Matheson, and his 
fragile sidekick Esther Drummond, are 
both sufficiently blundering and rough 
around the edges. Their ingenuity 
eventually saves the day, but they win 
through by dogged persistence, rather 
than being dull, commonplace heroes. 

The big explanation, when it finally 
comes, is a good one. With all episodes 
fresh in your mind, you can start to 
piece things together. We discover what 
the Families did with Jack's blood; it 
becomes clear why someone wanted to 
kill him over the Altantic; and you can 
frame some theories about Phi Corps" 
strategy concerning Oswald Danes (my 
money's on misdirection), And then, to 
top it all, Miracle Day's other great villain 
— the silkily unprincipled Jilly Kitzinger 

has a hilarious scrap with Gwen 

Cooper. Great fun. 


DVD Extras 


All ten episodes on these discs feature 
short introductions - John Barrowman 
bursting with glee, while writer Russell 
T Davies summarises what he hopes to 
have achieved. Davies also provides an 
insightful commentary track, sifting 
through the decisions and compromises 
made during production. In Episode 1 
he regrets the loss of a scene that 
showed the impact of the Miracle on 
the world at large, and in Episode 10 
he comes up with.an alternative 
sequence of events that would have 
increased the tension. Works of art: 
never finished, only abandoned 

Other supporting material takes us 
behind the scenes: from unused takes, 
to the actors reflecting on their roles 
and the effects team walking us through 
their own miracles. Also included is the 
Motion Comic Web of Lies, which 
weaves an alternative storyline around 
the events of the series. The style of 
animation and shiprt episodes won't 
be to everyone's faste, but much like 
the whole package, it's full of energy 
and drama. RICHARD ATKINSON 
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THe Феемлеш 


The Man 
Deaths o 
Jo Grant 


AUDIO READING ва Finish 


WRITTEN BY Mark Wright and 
Cavan Scott 

PERFORMED BY Katy Manning 
FEATURING The Third Doctor, Jo Grant 
RRP £8.99 (CD), £7.99 (download) 


his Companion Chronicle 
addresses head on an issue 
that was skirted over on 


TV: what happens to UNIT when the 
Doctor gets his freedom back? As the 
story opens, the Doctor is missing, 
on a jaunt in the TARDIS, leaving the 
Brigadier to deal with an outbreak 
of alien fungus that’s consuming Big 
Ben. In a moment of melancholy, 
the Brigadier bitterly reflects that the 
Doctor has gone forever; that he's 
left Earth to the mercy of the alien 
hordes, and life will never be the same. 
But he's reckoned without Jo Grant, 
ever faithful, believing completely in 
the Doctor. She can't accept that her 
Doctor won't return — and she's right. 

The Many Deaths of Jo Grant is all 
about Jo's love for the Doctor — dress it 
up however you like, she adores him 
And who can blame her. Any man 
who can pull off a velvet jacket, cape 
and Margaret Rutherford hairdo and 
still turn on Toyah Wilcox ticks all my 
boxes as well. Writers Mark Wright 
and Cavan Scott seem to have taken 
specific inspiration from Jo's reckless 
self-sacrifice in The Daemons, and 
replay that moment here, as a symbol 
of Jo's courage and love. Sadly, other 
parties have also noted this behaviour, 
and chosen to exploit it - again and 
again, hence the play's title. 

At the mpment of her death - of 
all her deaths — Jo is haunted by the 
figure of 4h impossible astronaut, but 
this time one who seems to beckon 
her to the next life rather than send 
her to it. And weirdly, each time she 
dies, she wakes up somewhere else — 
a colony in space, a weird spacecraft 
— and encounters the same man. It's 
a neat premise, one that would fit 
well into a 45-minute TV episode, and 
the writers do it decent justice here. 
Sadly, the resolution is just too similar 
to several recent Big Finish audios for 
this play to work as well as it might, 
and as such, despite many moments to 
treasure, The Many Deaths of Jo Grant 
doesn't have the impact it should. 
MATT MICHAEL 


со DOCTOR (juli MAGAZINE 


AUDIO DRAMA AudioGo 


WRITTEN BY Paul Magrs 

STARRING Tom Baker (the Fourth Doctor), 
Susan Jameson (Mrs Wibbsey), Andrew Sachs 
(Scarf), Terrence Hardiman (Gryphon) 

RRP £10.20 (CD), £6.79 (download) 


erpent Crest started out with 
s lots of mystery and excitement 

but wobbled at the end of 
its second story with the sudden 
introduction of a Harry Potter-ish 
flying, fire-breathing dragon, which 
just seemed out of place and, well 
alittle bit silly. This wobble continues 
with this third instalment, that switches 
the Doctor (Tom Baker) and Mrs 
Wibbsey's (Susan Jameson) mission, 


Serpent Crest: 
Aladdin Time 


hitherto to locate the Skishtari egg - 
a deadly lifeform that the Doctor is 
determined should never hatch – to a 
bizarre retelling of the Aladdin story 
that is somehow taking place inside 
the egg. 

The best parts are early on. In 
some Arabian palace, a young girl, 
Scheherazade (Sophie Ward) is brought 
before her King. To stave off her 
execution, she starts to spin her story 
about Aladdin, now revised to include 
the Doctor and Wibbsey as new finds 
amongst the treasure. Narration is an 
underused device in Doctor Who, but 
here, with considered delivery and | 
honeyed voice, Ward reels уои into | 


believing you're on the verge of 
something truly magical. That, 
however, is rather the problem 

Scheherazade is in complete 
control of her story - what she 
says goes. Magic, though, is not a 
natural bedfellow of Doctor Who, 
and as the fantastical situations 
rack up, it cuts away at the drama 
"This is fairytale logic," says the 
Doctor, and he's not wrong. When 
the Doctor falls into a rocky crevasse, 
it's hard to make it count for anything 
when he's saved by his scarf — not by it 
snaring on a rock or anything but by it 
coming to life and slithering down to 
him like some woolly snake, chatting 
away as it does with the voice of 
Andrew Sachs. 

Like the previous story, Aladdin Time 
features two familiar voices from the 
first adventure in the series, Tsar Wars 
Alex (Guy Harvey) and Boolin (Simon 
Shepherd) pop up with different 
names, this time as Aladdin and his evil 


The Elite 


AUDIO DRAMA Big Finish 


WRITTEN BY Barbara Clegg and 

John Dorney 

‘STARRING Peter Davison (the Fifth Doctor), 
Janet Fielding (Tegan), Sarah Sutton (Nyssa) 
ALSO STARRING Joe Coen (Aubron), 
Ryan Sampson (Thane) 

RRP £14.99 (CD), £12.99 (download) 


he third series of Lost 
Stories — the episodes that 
never made it from script to 


screen — begins with this provocative, 
expectation-confounding play by 
Barbara Clegg and John Dorney. 

And it's a winner right from the off, 
nailing Season 20 with a genuinely 
funny opening scene in which the 
Fifth Doctor and Nyssa readjust to life 
with Tegan, and the Doctor admits his 
less-than-wholehearted enthusiasm at 
her return. But look at it from Tegan's 
point of view - one minute she's on 


holiday in Amsterdam, the next the 


AUDIO DRAMA cosmic Hobo 


WRITTEN BY Simon Barnard and 

Paul Morris 

STARRING David Warner (Harry Crow), 
Terry Molloy (Professor Dunning) 

ALSO STARRING Stephen Thorne (Billy 
Banter), Ewan Bailey (Montague Blake), 
Lizzie Roper (Iris Binns), 


„ PRP £11.99 (CD), £8.99 (download) 


he absence of Nick Courtney 
is a terrible thing. In The 
Wedding of River Song it was 


the Вгі95 death that finally made the 
Doctor realise that time waits for no 


The Scarifyers: 
The Magic Circle 


TARDIS has gone wrong again and is 
forced to make an emergency landing | 
in a domed city. Worse, it's a city ruled 
by crusaders, soldiers of the Church, 
where the Elite hold the reins of power, 
and the High Priest watches all from 
his cathedral. An alien High Priest who 
is manipulating this whole society for 
his own, malevolent ends. 

Given that it was written about 30 
years ago, in many ways The Elite is 
surprisingly modern; rather more full- 
bodied and robust than some of the 
Fifth Doctors more diaphanous TV 
adventures, and — with its overtones 
especially of The Long Game - playing 
more like a 21st Century episode. It's 
hard to say how much of this is down 
to the influence of Dorney, and what 
was always there in Clegg's original 
On the basis of Enlightenment, it's 
possible to see Clegg's fascination 
with the way ruling elites manipulate 
their followers; how good people can 
be turned bad, and how the freedom 
| the Doctor offers is so much more 
powerful than blind obedience 

In any case, the production 
authentically strives for the tone of 


man, not even 
him. | mention 
this because 
although the 
Brigadier played 
no part in this 
audio series, Nick Courtney's Lionheart 
— a character as fundamentally 
decent as the Brigadier, and the great 
man himself — clearly did. And The 
Magic Circle is all about the absence 
of Lionheart. 

| have an admission to make — | 
hadn't listened to The Scarifyers before 
this release. But having done so (and 
with a bit of supplemental research), 
| feel like | know these characters. Of 


1983 and the 20th anniversary series, 
complete with (no, not) the Mind 
Probe, references to classic monsters 
and music that's clearly inspired 
by Paddy Kingsland giving a real 
contemporary sound. But the script is 
written for a modern sensibility, with 
a lengthy exposition sequence in Part 
Two - which in the 1980s would surely 
have been one or two long scenes — 
told through rapid cutting between 
Tegan's encounter with the rebel 
freedom fighters and the Doctor's own 
interrogation by the crusader general. 
That this strange blend works as 
well as it does probably says a lot 
about Clegg's own storytelling skills. 
She drops in themes of eugenics, 
mass manipulation and the dangers 
of organised religion - the same ideas 
Russell T Davies explored 25 years later 
in Bad Wolf — and, if the cliffhangers 
are hers, then they're as powerful as 
that first episode game-changer in 
Enlightenment. The second episode 
concludes brilliantly; the third is 
transcendent, even if it does push 
the boundaries of credibility, 
After that, the fourth episode is, 


course, that's 
easy in the 
case of David 
Warner's Harry 
F Crow, who 
| makes his first 
7 appearance 
| here. He's a 
f grizzled old 
police sergeant, 
™ straight from 
stock but, thanks to Warner's effortless 
performance, entirely convincing. 
However, Professor Dunning, a timid, 
almost Gibbis-like mouse of a man, 
beautifully played by Terry Molloy, is so 
pungent that | can still hear his voice іп 
my head, twittering about satanic girl 
scouts and black magic sacrifices. 

The plot concerns a series of 
murders of retired members of the 
magic circle: murders which paused 


| 
I 
| 


employer the Magician respectively. 
Naturally the surprise isn't as great 
this time. Neither does it help that the 
characters are everything you expect 
them to be. 

In The Broken Crown, Harvey was 
excellent as Rector's ward Andrew, 
the mysterious boy in the paper 
mask, but as Aladdin he’s largely just 
fulfilling a familiar role with nothing 
more required of him than finding a 
lamp. It's as if, having chosen Aladdin, 
writer Magrs feels somehow boxed in 
by it and, try as he might, he’s unable 
to turn it into anything other than a 
straightforward re-tread 

Fourth Doctor fans won't find 
anything like Aladdin Time in the rest 
of his era — in principal a good thing 
I'm sure no-one at AudioGO are in this 

* just to repeat the classics, but even in 
the most fantastic stories, some level 
of believability is key, and any story 
that goes without it does so at its peril 
VANESSA BISHOP 


however well done, almost cursory: 

a clearing up after the main event. 
Following its mid-story peaks, The 
Elite tends to peter out, lacking 

the magnificent punchline of 
Enlightenment. In many ways, it feels 
like a companion piece to last month's 
The Silver Turk: both explore monsters 
brought down to a relatively primitive 
planet, seeking to change the world to 
suit themselves rather than adapting, 
and with the human capacity for 
monstrousness the greatest danger of 
all. And if it's not quite as powerful as 
The Silver Turk, this is nevertheless an 
engrossing, brilliant addition to the 
range. MATT MICHAEL 


when the only suspect, himself a 
magician, vanished from a locked 
room. It's the kind of case Jago 

and Litefoot might have taken, and 
although The Magic Circle has similar 
musty, Hammer Horror overtones, it's 
much more like one of those slightly 
tongue-in-cheek Amicus movies, the 
whole thing played in a deliberately 
whimsical style which begins to get 

a bit too twee. 

What saves it from entirely cloying 
whimsy are the uniformly lovely 
performances from the likes of David 
Benson as David Devant, and a climax 
that addresses the disappearance of 
Lionheart with the right balance of 
sentiment and gravity. On that basis, 
not only would I look out for future 
plays, but also re-visit past ones. I'd like 
to meet this Lionheart chap myself. 
MATT MICHAEL 


The Big Finish 


Companion: 
Volume One 


HARDBACK во Finish 
WRITTEN BY Richard Dinnick 
AVAILABLE FROM bigfinish.com 
RRP £25.00 


t's easy to lose sight of what 
I an enormous part of the 

Doctor Who story Big Finish 
has become: it has released more 
audio stories than there have been 
television adventures. And that's 
before you start counting the spin- 
offs — all of which are touched on in 
this first volume of a companion to the 
companys prodigious output. But, as 
Richard Dinnick takes us on a journey 
through the first 100-odd plays, you're 
reminded that not only has Big Finish 
given a new lease of life to the first 
eight Doctors, but has also added its 
own unforgettable contributions — 
including new companions like Charley 
Pollard, Evelyn Smythe, and the 
fabulous Lucie Miller. 

Not least of those contributions 

are the television episodes that have 
been inspired by or adapted from 
the audios - chiefly Dalek (based on 


The Flight 
of the 
Budgerigar 


RUTOBIOGRRPHY 
Hirst Publishing 
WRITTEN BY John Leeson 


AVAILABLE FROM hirstpublishing.com 
RRP £9.99 


he odd title of this 
autobiography derives from 
Leeson' days at drama school 


RADA where, amongst the obvious star 
quality of some of his contemporaries 
- Anthony Hopkins was one - he 

felt like a budgerigar among soaring 
eagles. This modest, self-effacing 
attitude characterises the book as 

a whole. Leeson doesn't believe his 
life to be any more interesting than 
anyone else's and confesses a large 
part of his writing comes from the 
desire to explain himself to himself 
This charming manner is all very well — 
but in 1977, Leeson became the voice 
of K9 and to Doctor Who fans that's 
pretty significant stuff. 

Leeson avoids all the well-worn tales 
about the K9 prop breaking down to 
focus instead on much more interesting 
stories. Here, then, is the chance 
encounter in his local pub that led to 
him being offered the part in the first 
place; his thoughts on scripts and his 
fellow performers; and of stories about 
The Stones of Blood guest star Beatrix 


FINISH 


COMPANION 
=r 


Robert Shearmans Jubilee), and Rise 
of the Cybermen (from Marc Platts 
Spare Parts). And lest you think that 
the relationship has been one way, 

this book's production notes make it 
clear how much the TV show's revival 
in 2005 has influenced Big Finish, 

both commercially and creatively. 

For example, what is arguably the 
companys finest achievement - the 
New Eighth Doctor Adventures — was 
commissioned by BBC Radio on the 
back of the TV series' return, and Lucie 
Miller conceived as a northern contrast 
to the sarf-east 'street' Rose Tyler. 

One of the strengths of this book is 
the candour of Big Finish's main players 
when discussing these decisions. 

Gary Russell's pithy insights into the 
production of the early plays show 

a charming self-criticism, admitting, 
for instance, that the Divergent 
Universe arc was a mistake. You 

end up flicking through looking for 
these asides, pausing to ponder over 
cryptic revelations like, "This was the 


'Leeson avoids tales about K9 
breaking down to focus on 
much more interesting stories. 


first Doctor Who story recorded at 
the Skylight Studios, after the new 
management of Nu Groove decided 
they no longer wanted Big Finish as a 
client.” Why? The imagination runs 
wild with images of appalled studio 
execs coaxing Nick Briggs, dressed 
only in a Dalek Sec voice changer, 
out of a barricaded sound booth. 
Split into sections devoted to 
different ranges — predominantly 
the first 75 'main range' audios 

— you get a brief synopsis, trivia 

and behind-the-scenes information 
for each release. While less in-depth 
than 2004's The Inside Story, this is 
inevitably more up-to-date; and, in 
also covering the Sapphire & Steel, 
Sherlock Holmes and Robin Hood 
plays, it's a broader summary of Big 
Finish's output. There are also profiles 
of the new audio companions, most of 
which include short interviews with the 
relevant actors. Be mindful, though, 
that these contain the full history of 
these characters - spoilers! 

The book's not without errors (the 
Fifth Doctor play Red Dawn is clearly 
not set just after the Sixth Doctor 
story Whispers of Terror), but then, 
as it reminds us, neither are the plays 
— audio equivalents of Sutekh's hand, 
like a mis-timed line in Sword of Orion, 
are pointed out with merciless clarity; 
and given that Big Finish have given 
us at least one Doctor Who story every 
month for 10 years, it's hard to be 
harsh. Long may they continue, and 
roll on Volume Two. MATT MICHAEL 


Lehmann, and of Tom Baker and Lalla 
Ward popping round for dinner, of 
which he remembers them playing a 
great deal of footsie under the table 
Leeson famously joined in at 
rehearsals by scuffing around on all 
fours, but after two years decided 
to move on and find other work, a 
period he now recalls as the busiest 
in his acting career. By the end of 
1980, however, he was back to see 
K9 depart the series and embarking 
on what, over the years, would prove 
to be the first of many reprisals - K9 
and Company (1981), School Reunion 
(2006), The Sarah Jane Adventures 
(2007-11) and the 26-part Australian 


ИШЕ ЫШ ТШ ШП 
ШЕРОН AR 


series K9 (2010). He skips over the 
final entry in this list with perhaps 
tellingly little comment other than 
disappointment that all his lines were 
recorded in a tiny studio in Soho. 

Leeson has thought hard about K9. 
At one point he compares the Doctor/ 
К9 relationship to King Lear and his 
Fool, and at another, wonders how 
much all that rehearsal time, crouched 
down by the side of Tom Baker, has 
subconsciously influenced the loyalty 
he feels towards Baker's portrayal - 
the unmistakeable relationship of 
“any dog towards his master”. The 
book also rejoices in the telling of 
some good stories — one shining 
example, concerning the very late 
arrival of Tom Baker to rehearsals 
one day, ends in the most gloriously 
over-the-top line, disarmingly delivered 
by the man himself 

Of course, The Flight of the 
Budgerigar isn't just Doctor Who. 
Leeson's career has been varied - 
Blake's 7, undercover prankster with 
Jeremy Beadle, the original Bungle on 
Rainbow and a whole raft of classic 
sitcoms including Dad's Army and ‘Allo 
‘Allo, No glittering Oscar for playing 
Hannibal Lecter, 1% true, but what's 
that compared tà being Doctor Who's 
dog, and all the love and affection that 
that has inspired? VANESSA BISHOP 
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Where's 
the Doctor? 


BOOK esc children's Books 
ILLUSTRATIONS BY Jamie Smart. 


hen the talented designers 
of BBC Wales sat down 
to create the imposing 


interiors of a Dalek Battle Cruiser or 

a Cyberfactory, | doubt that many 
thought that one day their impressive 
work would end up as the background 
in a Where's Wally?-style Doctor Who 
book, and amusingly furnished with all 
sorts of extra details — two Cybermen 
taking tea, an ice-cream parlour and – 
| kid you not - a Dalek swimming pool. 

Illustrated by Jamie Smart, this 
book offers 12 intricate and colourful 
environments in which to find the 
Doctor, Amy, Rory and the TARDIS, 
and a trickier 'spotter' list’ of things 
to find at the back — a Rutan spy with 
binoculars hiding out in Sontaran Boot 
Camp, and in the Underhenge, the 
rather existentialist “Roman thinking 
about potatoes’ 

Unlike the Top Gear adaptation of 
this format, Where's the Stig?, the 
Doctor Who version has been clearly 
bracketed as a children’s book. Be that 
as it may, though, it's still inherently 
charming. It's Smart's humour that 
really sells it. In Judoon on the Moon, 
we have a queue for ‘Horn filing’, 
three Judoon sporting policemen's 
helmets and a First Aid Centre with 
a Judoon nurse in red lipstick; in the 
Adipose Nursery Ship, a soft play area 
and a TV room showing Torchwood; 
while on th& coast of an imagined 
Raxacoricofallapatorius, a Slitheen 
breaks wind in the water while another 
orders 'Fifh, chips, no vinegar’ 

The Byzantium Forest offers 
hundreds of Weeping Angels while the 
a crowded view of the Saturnynians’ 
underwater city includes one of the 
creatures from The Vampires of Venice 
wittily draped in a Dracula cape. 

The piece de resistance, however, 
is the aforementioned Cyberfactory, 

- almost impossible to find anything 
you're actually looking for but awash 
with hundreds of visual gags and some 
very unlikely Cybermen, my favourite 
being the tubby one tucking into a bag 
of chips. VANESSA BISHOP 
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hile Star Wars, Indiana 
Jones and Batman have 
been a part of the Lego 
world for some time, Doctor Who is, 
sadly, not a franchise that those Danish 
brick-builders have shown any interest 
in. So it's fallen to Character, the BBC's 
main toy license-holder in the UK, to 
develop something that is 'collectable, 
constructable, compatible'. So, while 
I have to make it clear that this isn't 
actually Lego, it should work with any 
similar nobbly-brick-based construction 
kit of that scale and style 
Your entry-level pack is a bit of 
à gamble: solo random figures that 
Come in sealed packs for under £2, 
so if you're looking for a Dalek or 
Cyberman, give the wrapper a good 
feel first. The joy of potentially finding 
one of the rare figures (an Eleventh 
Doctor in football kit, perhaps) might 
wane when a Smiler pops its head 
out of the wrapper. But fear not, for 
Character has also produced army- 
building packs, so you can amass 
troops of Daleks, Cybermen and even 
Weeping Angels. There's also an eleven 


Doctors 
box-set of mini- 
figures mirroring the costume 
selections of the 5" range's showpiece 
set from 2010. 

Two mid-range sets — The Dalek 
Progenitor room and The Time of 
the Angels archway — come in at just 
under a tenner, while a Cyberman 
conversion chamber will set you back 
£19.99 and a head-spinningly exciting 
Dalek factory is just £30. Top of the 
range is the interior to the Doctor's 
trusty ship. The TARDIS console might 
seem an obvious choice, but this is 
where the 'compatible' aspect really 
comes into its own. There are plenty of 
locations within the Doctor's craft that 
have been mentioned but never seen. 


How about a swimming pool 
for River? Or loops of endless 
corridors for poor Rory (who - at 
long last — is presented here in toy 
form for the first time) 

Construction kits like this have 
long proven their worth. To have 
something like this within the Doctor 
Who world is nothing short of 
inspirational. One day, as we catch 
our first glimpse of the Nineteenth 
Doctor's new TARDIS console, it's 
entirely possible its designer will admit 
to having started out in his or her 
chosen field by building their own 
TARDIS engine room from Character 
Construction bricks. This is certainly my 
recommendation for the best toy of 
2011 — and ії might well be the single 
most important Doctor Who toy range 
ever...! 


Action Figures 


onsters! They are an 
essential ingredient of 
Doctor Who, past and 


present. The toy Silents, as realised by 
Character, are every bit as creepy as 
they are on television. The two variants 
are both worth buying — one with its 
cadaverous blank stare, the other with 
its deadly yawn. If you have the option 
though, a re-release of the figures 
includes little blue ‘electricity’ sparks. 

The figures from The Doctor's 
Wife are perhaps a little less inspiring. 
Without Suranne Jones' manic 
performance, Idris is just a lady in a 
frock. I'm not sure whether Uncle really 
works as a toy either; even with his 
swappable heads and weird gun-staff- 
thing. And sadly the proliferation of 
Oods a few years ago makes Nephew a 
less-than-exciting figure, too. However, 
the recreation of the winning entry 
from the Blue Peter design-a-TARDIS 
competition is lovely to see. 

Many of the releases from this year's 
episodes are Doctor or Cyberman 
variants: a Doctor with a Stetson; 
with a beard; with new 
articulation; with a white face; 
and Cybermen with damage; 
with guns; with blue electric 
zappy things 

This year saw River Song 
unveiled as both a stand-alone 
figure and accompanying the 
Pandorica chair. The astronaut 
(available in two flavours – Melody 
and River) has some immaculate 
articulation, while the decision to 
include a pack of Ganger-slime with 
the figures this year is inspired 


There were two additional goo-related 
releases: a TARDIS-shaped pot of 
blobby ‘flesh’ containig random body 
parts of a dismembered Ganger- 
Doctor; and a Ganger tank in which 
you can mould your own Ganger. 

The earlier years of the series 
haven't been overlooked. Four Davros 
packs, themed around Genesis, 
Destiny, Resurrection and 
Revelation of the Daleks, 
contain subtly 
different versions 


of the Dalek creator alongside a Doctor 
figure and two Daleks. Meanwhile, 
Sontarans from the 1970s — Linx and 
Styre — appeared alongside their golf- 
ball space ships. 

Late 2010 saw our first old-school 
companion, in the form of Peri, 
accompanied by Sil from 19855 
Vengeance on Varos. In 2011, it was 
the turn of Leela, who graces our 
shelves in her ‘first appearance’ outfit 
along with a cross-bow, knife and 
Tesh gun, as well as a two-pack in her 
lighter costume, partnered by Sontaran 
Stor, from The Invasion of Time, and a 
De-Mat gun. 

A late release focusing on City of 
Death saw a copy of the Mona Lisa as 
an accessory alongside a new Fourth 
Doctor variant and Count Scarlioni 
with swappable heads of varieties 
Jagaroth and human. Exquisite. 
Absolutely exquisite. 

JIM SANGSTER 


Doctor who 
Costumes 


hereas dressing as your 
favourite Time Lord might 
once have meant long 


scarves, waistcoats or whatever we're 
calling Colin Baker's outfit these days, 
modern Doctor Who has given us all 
the gift of a stylish role-model 

I'm with River and Amy when it 
comes to bow-ties: no-one looks good 
in them over the age of six or under 
the age of 60, But it has to be said, 
Matt Smith has done wonders for 
tweed. I'd even be tempted to buy a 
tweed jacket myself if it weren't for the 
probability that everyone else is now 
wearing one. Even the BBC's trendy 
choirmaster Gareth Malone seems to 
be styling himself on the Eleventh 
Doctor. What a trend-setter! 

Abbyshot's officially 
licensed jacket boasts 
wool fabric, inside 
and outside pockets 
and leather patches 
at the elbows. 
Sadly, | know next 
to nothing about 
tweed, although 
I'm assured this is 
authentic to the 
jacket Matt Smith 
sported at the 
beginning of the 
2011 series, At 
around the £350 


aking their inspiration 

from the Doctor Who 

universe, these three kits 
look at different aspects of scientific 
discovery. They're rightly aimed at 
children: the Silurian crystal-growing 
kit might appeal more to an eight- 
year-old girl than a boy of more 
than ten, while the 'Dalek Enemy 
Identifier’ is ‘My first microscope’ in 
all but name (albeit a microscope 
with Dalek-related stickers!) 

The Cybernetics kit is the best of 
the bunch. A scaled-down Cyber- 
helmet loosely based on the one 
from The Pandorica Opens, it comes 
with three circuits that can make the 
head react to light, detect obstacles 
in its path or remote-control, 
using the infra-red signal from a 
TV handset. None of these will 
make a child an expert in their field 
overnight, but they each make a fine 
introduction to science 


| or Leela — though if you really have 


mark, there might be cheaper options 
out there, but not many of them will 
have a pocket that is designed to fit a 
sonic screwdriver. 


For those of you who don’t find the 


word ‘cosplay’ a bit creepy, CesarUK 
has assembled a quartet of costumes 
that might suit your needs for 
around the £50 mark. Choose from 
the Fourth and Fifth Doctors, Tegan 


to consider the ‘large’ option 
for Leela, could we please urge 
you to choose something more 
appropriate? And gentlemen - 
please shave your legs! 

When it comes to funny 
T-shirts, I'm more of a witty 
slogan kind of guy, but 
Forbidden Planet's collection of 
‘costume’ T-shirts (£16.99) did make 
me smile. They're just your basic 
tee with a print of each Doctors 
costume on the front, but they're 
so nicely done that it’s 
possible at a distance 
to look like you really 

have got a frilly shirt 
| or woollen scarf on 
under your coat 
As is often the case, 
| my favourite is the 
First Doctor, but 
there's something 
to be said for the 
sheer madness of 
the Sixth Doctor's 
f outfit appearing on 
casual wear. 

JIM SANGSTER 


he Cybermats have been 
top of the most-wanted 
toy list since their very 


first appearance in 1967. They're 
so obviously crying out to be toys, 
it's astounding that nobody's done 
this before. Slightly smaller than 
their on-screen counterparts, these 
robotic rodents may not have the 


gnashing jaws that made the twenty- 


first-century version so appealing, 
but that doesn't diminish the sheer 
thrill of seeing one navigate its way 
around your kitchen floor, trying to 
avoid colliding with chair legs and 
scurrying around your ankles. 

Some might wish this had been 
a remote-controlled device, but 
that's slightly missing the point of 
these crazy, chaotic metal beasties 
— that they work best when they're 
whizzing about and making people 
leap onto chairs and whoop with 
excitement. It's the sheer lack of 
control that makes this toy such a 
successful transition from TV screen 
to toy shop. 
JIM SANGSTER 


hy did it take 48 years 

before something as fab as 

this was manufactured? 
It's an idea of genius — the classic 
game Monopoly, but (and here's 
the clever bit) with planets replacing 
London streets and gadgets replacing 
utilities. If your whole family likes 
Doctor Who, then you'll have a whale 
of a time — but as it requires no actual 
Doctor Who knowledge to play, you 
can drag in non-fan grandmas, uncles 
etc and they'll have no problem 
keeping up (although they may not 
appreciate cards such as 'You use 
your hallucinogenic lipstick to get 
out of jail free' and 'The crack in time 
threatens your existence - go back 


he Nano Gun was the device 

the Doctor used to insert 

the tiny recording devices 
into the palms of his team during 
Day of the Moon. You remember - 
the flashing red light and everyone 
talking into their hands, just like we 
used to do in the playground when 
pretending to use walkie-talkies? 

It might not be the most 
memorable of Doctor Who gadgets, 
but | quite like it as a toy, even if it 
doesn't actually inject your hand with 
a flashing light (for health, safety 
and common sense reasons). | love 
toys that inspire the imagination of 
children and this certainly leaves a 
lot of free areas for kids to imagine 
new uses for it. Record a ten-second 
message and zap it directly into 
your friend's brain. Hypnotise your 
teacher. Or the cat. 


three spaces’ quite as 
much as everyone else). The only 
criticism of the set is that it's not quite 
as Who-ey as it could be; eg although 
it has a TARDIS playing piece the other 
pieces are the same old dog, thimble, 
top hat etc. (To avoid fighting over the 
single - and much larger, and painted 
- Doctor Who-related piece, my family 
has customised the game with old 
Harlequin Miniatures, so we can now 
play Venom Grub versus Rill versus 
Tenth Planet Cyberman versus Grace 
Holloway. We've also rechristened 
the money ‘Galactic Credits’.) It's also 
entirely based on adventures shown 
since the series returned in 2005. This 
is a perfectly reasonable marketing 
decision, but means we get to build 
houses on Krop Tor and Alfava 
Metraxis instead of Karfel and Alzarius 
But those tiny disappointments aside, 
this game is brilliant, Hours and 
hours (or rels and rels) of fun for all 
the family! 


Sonic 
Screwdriver 
Set 


ее seen sonics so often 
in these pages, but, as 
the name suggests, this 


might be the best yet. The pack takes 
the form of three sonic designs; the 
familiar Eleventh Doctor model and 
two new sculpts that, while not seen 
in the series itself, are still in-keeping 
with what we've seen on screen 
Each model can be dismantled 

and components swapped about 

to create around 80 variations, 
combining emitter pieces from 

one with the handle from another 
and with lights and sound effects 
too. Having a copy of the Doctor's 
screwdriver is one thing, but owning 
your own, which you built yourself — 
that's really special! JIM SANGSTER 
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DVD box set 2lentertain 


CONTAINS Invasion of the Dinosaurs 

and The Android Invasion 

STARRING Jon Pertwee (the Third Doctor), 
Elisabeth Sladen (Sarah), Nicholas Courtney 
(the Brigadier), John Levene (Benton), 
Richard Franklin (Yates); Tom Baker (the 
Fourth Doctor), Elisabeth Sladen (Sarah), lan 
Marter (Harry), John Levene (Benton) 
WRITTEN BY Malcolm Hulke; Terry Nation 
DIRECTED BY Paddy Russell; Barry Letts 
FIRST BROADCAST 12 January — 16 February 
1974; 22 November — 13 December 1975 
RRP ЕТВА 


RELEASED 2 JANUARY 2012 


erhaps the most 
mouthwatering aspect 
of the release of the 
latest Doctor Who DVD 
box set, UNIT Files, is the 
inclusion of Part One of Invasion of the 
Dinosaurs - titled simply Invasion — in 
colour. For many years, Invasion was 
the only Third Doctor instalment absent 
from the BBC archives. However, 
a black-and-white film copy, which 
had been made in the mid-1970s for 
overseas sale was returned in the early 
1980s. The pictures from this print 
have now been processed using the 
revolutionary colour recovery process 
which previously allowed Episode Three 
of Planet of the Daleks to be included 
on 2009's Dalek War DVD box set 
Attempting to restore /nvasion to 
its original colour proved challenging. 
"We really don't know why some film 
recordings work 
well with Richard 
Russell's colour 
recovery process 
and some don't," is 
the rueful admission 
from Peter Crocker, 
who has overseen 
the process here 
“Clearly there are 
several factors that 
are important, and 
f any one of these 
varies very slightly 
from 'perfection 
then the quality of 
the process can be 
adversely affected, or 
it may nol work at all 


We have identified several factors so far 
- including film quality, film condition 
and the quality of the transfer, among 
others. There does seem to be an 
assumption among Doctor Who 

fans — charmingly naive as it is — that 
with colour recovery, it's just a matter 

of footage being put into a program 
and hitting the 'start' button. If only it 
were that simple! Each colour recovery 
project actually involves a huge amount 
of manual intervention and tweaking to 
optimise the results 

"With Invasion we transferred about 
a minute of it from film to digital when 
The Ambassadors of Death was being 
transferred, as an experiment. A colour 
recovery test at that time was a total 
failure — running the software resulted 
in no proper colour being decoded 
at all, merely random red and green 
splodges. When the full episode was 
later transferred from film — in a manner 
ostensibly identical to the test; same 
print, same telecine machine, same 
colourist — and the software was re- 
applied, we noted some reasonable 
colour being decoded: skin-coloured 
faces, a red telephone box, green trees 
The result was poor, but we felt it worth 
looking into further. 

"We are still no wiser as to why the 
second tran worked — a bit – when 
the first didn't. Clearly one 
unidentified factors was different, and 
altered the result! But the end result 
falls short of our usual aims, which 
is to present an episode as close to 
broadcast quality as possible. If we'd 
only put the 'colourised' episode on the 
DVD, 2|entertain would - rightly - have 
received complaints, 
so the black-and 
white version is 
there as the 'gold 
standard' of what 
we can achieve 
with the episode 
at the moment 
Eagle-eyed viewers 

will be able to see 


MAGAZINE 


THURSDAY 22 


here! The Doctor, 
UNIT chums 
the Dinosaurs 


Sarah and ll 
in Invasion 


some differences between this and 

the colour version in the early film 
sequences. We wouldn't want anyone 
to see the colour episode and think 

we were rubbish at our jobs! In actual 
fact, it's rather miraculous that #5 on 
there in colour at all, given the available 
resources. Considering the difficulties, 
it's actually one of our more audacious 
and successful projects.” 

Invasion of the Dinosaurs itself is 
similarly audacious, though perhaps 
not quite as successful. In the ‘making- 
of' piece, producer Barry Letts reprises 
a regular complaint of his, about the 
quality of the effects work in the story, 
particularly the eponymous dinosaurs 
themselves. However, rather than 
focusing on the technical shortcomings, 
the making-of documentary on the 
DVD, Power, People and Puppetry, 
concentrates on the quality of the 
Malcolm Hulke’s script 

“| didn't really have the option to 
dwell on the visual effects," admits 
documentary producer Ed Stradling, "as 
there was no longer anybody available 


to tell that story. I'd not seen this serial 
for years, and when I watched it | was 
struck by two things — how good the 
characters were, and how implausible 
the plot was. So | decided that the script 
should be the principal talking point 

— and by using a presenter, | knew we 
could get into that subject properly. 

"After we'd done the interviews, 
| then put together a rough-cut and 
wrote the basic narration script, and 
then Matthew Sweet took over and 
fleshed it out beautifully. So the basic 
structure of the programme was all set 
before Matthew got involved, but most 
of the really interesting links were put 
in by him." 

One of Stradling's two features on 
The Android Invasion DVD is presented 
by 'voice of the Daleks' Nicholas Briggs. 
"Nick is a very assured presence on 
screen," explains Stradling. "He's also a 
bit of a fan of the writer of The Android 
Invasion, Terry Nation. He was great to 
have around on the day, too - | really 
enjoyed the shoot! We got lucky with 
the locations. The village where they 


"The colour recovery from 
Invasion Part One uas one of 
our more audacious projects..." 


Billy Smart's Circus 


MONDAY 19 № DWM Special — The Eleventh 
CD - music Doctor Companion Volume Four 
№ Doctor Who Series 6 [music by | Panini £4.99 
THE TIME-SPACE Murray Gold] Silva Screen £11.99 
VISURLISER FRIDRY 30 
CD - AUDIO DRAMA 
Your handy guide мине a ! 
y Jason Arnopp [Eighth Doctor 
to the Doctor Who and Mary Shelley] Big Finish ! 4 
DVDs, CDs, books £14.99 See page 83 ТЕ 
апа magazines ш The Lost Stories: Children of Я, 


available soon... 


EA DOCTOR UHD MAGAZINE 


Seth by Christopher Bailey 


Ми сом! 


and Marc Platt [Fifth Doctor, 

Nyssa and Тедап/ Big Finish £14.99 
See page 84 

№ The Five Companions 

by Eddie Robson [Fifth Doctor, 
Nyssa, lan, Steven, Sara Kingdom 
and Polly] Big Finish. Free - only 
available to Big Finish subscribers, 
CD - AUDIO READING 

# The Companion Chronicles: 
Beyond the Ultimate Adventure 
by Terrance Dicks 

{Sixth Doctor, Crystal and Jason] 
Big Finish £8.99 See page 84 


filmed at the time was always going 
to be a possible location for the 
documentary, but | got really lucky 
after | tweeted something about the 
shoot, апа Andy Priestner - who has 
written an excellent book on Terry 
Nation's Survivors series of the 1970s 
— got in touch. His wife used to work 
in the Radiation building, where part 
of the story was filmed and which is 
very difficult to get access to as it's a 
Government research department 
They put me in touch with the Press 
Officer, who was - happily for us — a 
Doctor Who fan! So we got to film 
there, which | was delighted about." 

Stradling's other feature оп The 
Android Invasion disc is an overview 
of the career of then-producer Philip 
Hinchcliffe, whose career outside of 
Doctor Who turns out to be more 
extensive - and lauded - than many 
fans may realise 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 
INVASION OF THE DINOSAURS 
The Doctor, Sarah and UNIT battle 
dinosaurs on the streets of London and 
unravel a plot to change history. 

THE ANDROID INVASION 

Тһе Doctor and Sarah discover an English 
village is not what it appears... 


EXTRA FEATURES 

8 Programme subtitles and subtitle 
production notes 

№ Photo galleries 

В PDF Radio Times listings 

№ Coming Soon 


INVASION OF THE DINOSAURS 

18 Commentary with actors Richard 
Franklin, Peter Miles and Terence 
Wilton, director Paddy Russell, script 
editor Terrance Dicks and designer 
Richard Morris 

№ Commentary for the first ten minutes 
of Episode Five from John Levene 


MONDAY 2 

DvD £13.25 
W UNIT Files [Invasion of the 

Dinosaurs by Malcolm Hulke noa 
and The Android Invasion by 


Terry Nation [Third Doctor, Sarah, 
Brigadier, Yates, Benton; Fourth 
Doctor, Sarah, Harry, Benton] 
2|entertain £TBA 


THURSDRY 5 
CD - TALKING BOOK 


№ The Twin Dilemma by Eric 
Saward [Sixth Doctor and Peri. 
Read by Colin Baker] AudioGO 


or is interrogated 
bYigcumpy old Styggron in 
е Android Invasi 


“Given the lack of cast and crew 
still around to talk about the story 
itself, that second feature on The 
Android Invasion was always likely to 
be ‘off-topic’, as it were. | asked Philip 
whether he'd be interested in talking 
about his wider career, and he went for 
it. | think he - like a lot of ex-Doctor 
Who people - is keen not to be known 
only for his Doctor Who work. In the 
context of his career, Doctor Who 
wasn’t that significant at all, after 1977 
— but now, of course, because of its 
cult status, it's the main thing anyone 
remembers him for! So this was a 
chance to show what great work Philip 
actually went on to afterwards...” 
DAVID DARLINGTON 


BUY IT BECAUSE: It's two 
solid stories of alien invasion - 
each, in their own way, the end 
of an era... 


IB People, Power and Puppetery: the 
making of Invasion of the Dinosaurs 

т Deleted scenes 

№ Now & Then: а guide to the locations 
used in the production 

18 Billy Smart's Circus: Jon Pertwee and 
the Whomobile at the circus 

№ Easter egg 


THE ANDROID INVASION 

# Commentary with actors Milton John 
and Martin Friend, producer Philip 
Hinchcliffe and production assistant 
Marion McDougal. 

W The Village that Came to Life: cast 
crew and villagers recall the making 
of The Android Invasion 

18 Life After Who — Philip Hinchcliffe: 

A look at the TV career of the former 
Doctor Who producer 

№ Weetabix Advert 

18 Easter egg 

№ PDF material: Weetabix promotions 
from 1975 and 1977 


ERIC SAWARD 


CD - AUDIO READING 

№ The Art of Death by James 
Goss [Eleventh Doctor, Read by 
Raquel Cassidy] AudioGO £10.20 


THURSDAY 12 
MAGAZINE 
тш DWM 443 Panini £4.50 


MONDAY 16 
DVD/Blu-ray 

№ The Doctor, the Widow and 
the Wardrobe by Steven Moffat 
[Eleventh Doctor] 2|entertain £TBA 


Army of 
Death 


AUDIO DRAMA Big Finish 


WRITTEN BY Jason Arnopp 
STARRING Paul McGann (the Eighth 
Doctor), Julie Cox (Mary Shelley) 
ALSO STARRING David Harewood 
(President Vallan), Carolyn Pickles (Lady 
Meera), Eva Pope (Ма Brusk), Mitch Benn 
(Commander Rayner/Karnex) 

RRP £14.99 (CD), £12.99 (download) 


RELEASED 31 DECEMBER 


(5 up to Jason Arnopp to 
І conclude the trilogy of Eighth 
Doctor and Mary Shelley stories, 
and he’s doing so with presidents and 
assassinations and walking corpses. 

“I'd love to be able to say Army 
of Death's story came together as а 
result of my deep-seated interest in 
politics and world affairs,” chuckles 
Jason, “but that couldn't be much 
further from the truth. After being 
tasked with creating quite a grim 
story for the Doctor and Mary, full of 
death and doom, Pieter Bruegel the 
Elder's sixteenth-century painting The 
Triumph of Death sprung to mind. 

It's a gloriously ghoulish panorama of 
walking skeletons massacring people. 
I'm making it all sound quite high- 
minded, when in fact it was more of 
а case of "Walking skeletons — cool! 
After that, everything grew quite 
naturally. It was a case of working out 
who or what the skeletons were, why 
they were marching and slaughtering 
and then the society and world in 
which they were doing it.” 

Mary Shelley's character has evolved 
across the course of the trilogy, but 
she’s also got a very defined journey 
within Army of Death, "| definitely 
wanted to create a strong arc for Mary, 
as well as for her and the Doctor's 
relationship,” Jason nods. “It's good 
that Big Finish have given themselves 
the scope to expand on and develop 
Doctor/companion relationships in a 
manner which reflects the TV series, 
without betraying that indefinable 
‘classic’ feel. At the start of the story, 
Mary is very much enjoying her time 
in the TARDIS. In fact, in one sense, 
she's enjoying it too much - something 
which is causing her a little moral 
turmoil. Yet the way in which she sees 
the Doctor and their travels together 


MONDAY 23 
DVD 


TUESDAY 31 
CD - AUDIO DRAMA 
№ The Curse of Davros 


and Flip] Big Finish £14.99 
W Destination Nerva 


№ The Sensorites by Peter R 
Newman [First Doctor, lan, Barbara 
and Susan] 2|entertain £20.42 


by Jonathan Morris [Sixth Doctor 


by Nicholas Briggs [Fourth Doctor 
and Leela] Big Finish £10.99 
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5 
6 
8 
š 
š 


WHAT'S IT ABOUT? 
The TARDIS brings the Doctor apd 
Mary Shelley to the continent of 
Zelonia, on the frontier world бгахіпе, 
There the dead have returned to life 
and are marching on the citystate of 
Stronghaven. To avert disaster, the 
Doctor and Mary must journey into a 
dead city to face a terrifying adversary. 


| changes dramatically during the course 


of the play. 

"Mary's a great character to write 
for," Jason adds. "You really don't 
feel too bound by history: it's not as 
if incredibly accurate records or even 
pictures of her exist today. That said, 
| did read up on her history and really 
enjoyed it. She and Percy Shelley 
seemed to spend most of their lives 
on the run from society's disapproving 
moral guardians.” 

This isn't Jason’s first contribution 
to the main Doctor Who range at 
Big Finish, but it is his longest: he 
previously wrote the acclaimed 
25-minute story The Demons of Red 
Lodge, while Army of Death is four 
times that length. "That extra time 
really feels like a joyously big sandpit 
in which to run riot," he grins. "It was 
great to have the space to tell quite an 
epic tale, with a couple of plots on the 
go, plus a fair deal of back story. The 
city of Stronghaven and its sister city 
Garrak needed to feel like real places 
with pasts and citizens. Plus, more time 
means more space to mount scares 
and set-pieces. | especially like one 
scene involving a talking, severed skull! 

"The main thing | was determined 


| to keep in mind, though, is that a 


greater number of episodes shouldn't 
mean a lower intensity of plot or 
incident. The goal is to create four 
consecutive Demons of Red Lodges, 

if you like, as opposed to The Demons 
of Red Lodge stretched out over four 
episodes..." DAN TOSTEVIN 


BUY IT BECRUSE: It's the last 
chance, for now, to hear from a 
brilliant new TARDIS team. 


ют The Lost Stories: 

The Fourth Doctor Box Set 
[Contains The Foe from the Future 
by Robert Banks Stewart, adapted 
by John Dorney and The Valley of 
Death by Philip Hinchcliffe, adapted 
by Jonathan Morris [Fourth Doctor 
and Leela] Big Finish £55.00 

CD - AUDIO READING 

18 Тһе Companion Chronicles: 
The Anachronauts 

by Simon Guerrier [First Doctor, 
Steven and Sara Kingdom] 

Big Finish £8.99 
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COMING SOON 


The Children 
of Seth 


AUDIO DRAMA Big Finish 


WRITTEN BY Christopher Bailey and 

Mare Platt 

STARRING Peter Davison (the Fifth Doctor), 
Janet Fielding (Tegan), Sarah Sutton (Nyssa) 
ALSO STARRING Honor Blackman 
(Anahita), Adrian Lukis (Byzan), 

David Warner (Siris), Vernon Dobtcheff 

RRP £14.99 (CD), £12.99 (download) 


RELEASED 31 DECEMBER 


he Fifth Doctor makes his final 
appearance in the current * 
run of Lost Stories with The 


Children of Seth — another adventure 
which was almost-but-not-quite 
produced at more than one point in 
the history of the television series. 

"Children of Seth was originally a 
story that Christopher Bailey, of Kinda 
and Snakedance fame, wrote and 
intended to be for the Fifth Doctor 
with Tegan and Nyssa," explains Marc 
Platt, who's adapted the script for 
audio. 
the script that | had to work from was 
actually for the Sixth Doctor and Peri. 
Chris, for various reasons, just never 
finished it. He agreed to let us have a 
go at it, and we decided we would try 
and get it back to the original version, 
with the Fifth Doctor." 

Marc did so with the aid of an 
almost-complete storyline, a half- 
written script, and the input of Bailey 


himself. "The script was in a lot of tiny, 


short, staccato scenes, which needed 
stringing together," Marc recalls, 

"but in doing that, | was eager to 

be faithful to what Chris wanted, 
because | just revere him so much 

as a writer — and he's such a nice 
person as well! So [producer] David 
Richardson and | had lunch with Chris, 
and talked everything through. What 
he wanted to do originally with it was 
a palatial , Claudius type of thing with 
lots of intrigue and people lurking in 
shadows, and hopefully we've got 
that. It's a terrific story." 

That "palatial /, Claudius" type of 
thing meant some extra research was 
required of Marc. "Chris had been 
reading a lot about the Byzantine 
Empire, and gave me a couple of 
books to go and read - which I duly 
did! - and'that was useful," he says, 
"but theres а lot more to it than 
4, Claudius in space’. There is a villain 

. 
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"It was redeveloped later on, so 


| gets better and better!” 
| Sutton giggles. "Honor Blackman, 


that the prime minister uses to basically 
control the populace, but he doesn't 
actually exist. Or does he? It's almost 
like a sort of devil — there is this threat 
that his agents are everywhere and he's 
infiltrating society." 

The chance to experience an 
unmade Christopher Bailey story will 
probably be enough to tempt many 
listeners; for others, there's the promise 
of a star-studded cast. "We have an 
absolutely extraordinary cast!" Marc 


| beams. "Honor Blackman, who people 
| will remember as Cathy Gale in The 


Avengers and also from Goldfinger, 
has come in and is absolutely 
breathtaking. She's wonderful, and 
fully inside the character. Her character 
is quite devious and scheming and 
controlling! We also have David 
Warner as her husband, in what really 
| thought of as quite a small role, 
but David came in and turned it into 
something very, very touching. We've 
also got Vernon Dobtcheff, playing 
about five different parts!" 

"Every time we come here, and see 
who we're getting to work with, it 
actress Sarah 


David Warner – such а nice surprise! 
And particularly with this story, it's a 
wordy story with a big cast, so it has a 
real ensemble feel about it, and that's 
very exciting. | think you can tell it's a 
Chris Bailey story, because the script 
has a lot of Chris Bailey in it. It's quite 
character-driven, which is nice. It has a 
very familiar feel about it." 

DAN TOSTEVIN 


BUY IT BECRUSE: it's the Holy Grail 
of the Lost Stories! 
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Beyond 
the Ultimate 
Adventure 


AUDIO READING Big Finish 


WRITTEN BY Terrance Dicks 
PERFORMED BY Colin Baker, Claire 
Huckle, Noel Sullivan 

FEATURING The Sixth Doctor, Crystal 
and Jason 

RRP £8.99 (CD), £7.99 (download) 


RELEASED 31 DECEMBER 


n 1989, Doctor Who got a bit 
I more fabulous. A stage play titled 

The Ultimate Adventure launched, 
featuring Jon Pertwee as the Third 
Doctor (later replaced by Colin Baker as 
the Sixth) with Daleks, Cybermen, new 
companions and show tunes. 

In 2008, Big Finish immortalised 
the script as an audio play, specially 
adapted by its original writer Terrance 
Dicks, with Colin reprising the lead 
role, and Noel-from-Hear'Say and 
stage star Claire Huckle taking over the 
roles of companions Crystal and Jason 
And now, the sequel! Oh yes. 

“We did talk initially about them 
having a spin-off series," reveals Big 
Finish boss Jason Haigh-Ellery, who 
has directed Beyond the Ultimate 
Adventure. "There was that possibility 
of us doing ‘Tales of The Ultimate 
Adventure', as it were, but the 
mmediate sales weren't good enough 
on The Stage Plays to take them into 
another world." 

Instead, Crystal and Jason's 
return is in the form of a Companion 
Chronicle. “It is a little bit left-field,” 
concedes Jason, with a chuckle. 

"| think the main reason why we 
did it was actually, recording the 
first one had been so much fun 
And occasionally you do have to 

do things which are fun! The most 
difficult aspect of doing The Ultimate 
Adventure was the music — clearing 
the rights, and also recording it - 

so there was a decision not to do 
any songs in Beyond the Ultimate 
Adventure. We dropped that aspect 
of it, but apart from that, it's very 
much the same. 

"Tonally and atmospherically it's 
very similar to The Ultimate Adventure. 
There's а lot of fun in it. Too much fun, 
in fact, in some places! At one point 
we had to separate Noel and Claire 
and put them in booths where they 


couldn't see each other because it 

was getting to the point that they just 
couldn't record anymore! It picks up 
pretty much just afterwards: they've 
gone on a holiday after The Ultimate 
Adventure takes place - they've had to 
go on a holiday to get over it! - and 
then suddenly. 

Unusually for The Companion 
Chronicles, which normally have a 
single narrator plus one guest star, 
there are multiple lead actors and a 
lot of different voices in Beyond the 
Ultimate Adventure. "There are three 
performers there, and they play all 
the parts," Jason explains. The third, 
joining Clare and Noel, is Mr Colin 
Baker himself. 

"It was David Richardson, 
the producer, who suggested it, 
because he could see that it would 
benefit from having the Doctor in 


| it. And it was more invoking of the 


original Ultimate Adventure, | suppose, 
to have the three of them together. 
Colin plays the Doctor, whereas 

the companions also play the other 
characters, For example, Claire and 
Noel played all the mercenaries, which 
was quite fun for them to do. But it 
was always decided-that Colin would 
just play the Doctor.” 

Terrance Dicks, who as well as 
creating the original stage play is a 
former Doctor Who script editor and 
prolific novelist, is behind Beyond the 
Ultimate Adventure's script - much 
to Jason's delight. "It was great fun 
having him write for.Doctor Who 
again," he enthuses. "It's been a long 
time since Terrance had written a new 
story, so it was a great opportunity for 
him to come back and do something." 
DAN TOSTEVIN 
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ection of competitions ever! 
very latest Blu-rays, DVDs, CDs, toys, books A 


ALL OF TORCHWOOD оп BLU-RAY! 


f you're still reeling from the 

П astonishing end of Torchwood: | 
Miracle Day, why not relive 

every single Torchwood adventure, 

featuring John Barrowman as 

Captain Jack Harkness, from the 

very beginning? Available on both 

DVD and Blu-ray, this ultimate 

box set features all four 

series of the hit Doctor 

Who spin-off created 

by Russell T Davies — 

that’s 41 episodes of 


unforgettable telly, from rorcHWooD 


Everything Changes to > 


The Blood Line — and is 
ка 
= 


available to buy now 
priced just £61.27 on 
газ 


DVD and £66.37 on 


|113 thrilling 
episodes of 
the 2011 series 
of Doctor Who, plus 
A Christmas Carol, 


E Rex Matheson 
[3 Rex Harrison 
19 Tyrannosaurus Rex 


are available now on 
Blu-ray and DVD from 
2Jentertain in one 
handy box set! 
Starring Matt Smith, 
Karen Gillan and 
Arthur Darvill, the 


„09011 542 222 


set also features 
five exclusive new 
Night and the 
Doctor scenes, the 
2011 Comic Relief 
episodes Space and 
Time, Doctor Who 
Confidential — 

and more! We've 
THREE copies of 
the Blu-ray set, 
worth £61.27, to 
give away. Want 
one? Yes? Then 
simply answer this: 


Blu-ray. Thanks to 
those lovely people 
at 2|entertain, we 
have THREE brand 
spanking new Blu- 
ray sets to give away 
to readers who can 
answer this: 


} THE COMPLETE SIXTH SERIES 6 


09011 542 221 What is the 


name of the 
character 
Mekhi Phifer 
plays іп 
Torchwood: 
Miracle Day? 


Madame Vastra 
Madame Kovarian 
The Brigade Leader 
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first Doctor Who 
DVD release of 
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Who: The Encyclopedia by Gary Russell 
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the 1970s 
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to BBC Books, we have FIVE copies to give away 


Invasion, starring 


Tom Baker. The set 15 


packed with 
documentaries and features 
even includes a colour-recovered 
of Invasion Part One! UNIT Files is relea 
on Monday 2 January priced £3 

and we have FIVE sets to give away to 
lucky readers who can answer this 
work-related question 


In what capacity was the Third 
Doctor employed by unit? 


E] Scientific Advisor 
[3 Fashion Advisor 
(8 Heath and Safety Advisor 


А 


09011 542 223 
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ersion 


ommentaries, 


and 


— just use your encyclopedic knowledge to answer 
the following question 


IN Which famous stand-up comedian 
Ұ | played the Rbzorbaloff? 


fl Peter Kay 
ІН Peter Cook 
[4 Peter Pratt 


Loos 


т «t М 


1 at 


oco 


Phone 09011 
542 224 0 
enter, or post 
your entry to the 
ss opposite. 
marking the 


this gourmet 


opinion 


CHICKEN! 


soundtrack to the 2011 

series of Doctor Who 

is available from Silva 

Screen on 19 December, 

priced £10.72. The 

two-CD set features 

Murray's epic music 

score from every 

episode from The 

Impossible Astronaut 

to The Wedding of River 

Song and is performed by the National 

Orchestra of Wales, conducted by Ben Foster The 
album is a must for anyone who loves Doctor Who 
and great music and we have TEN copies to give 
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able to solve this musically-minded poser: 


Dusty Springfield 
Tom Jones 
Lady Gaga 
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о here it is — Merry 
Christmas! | don't know 
about y dear reader, 
but | can hardly believe 
it's that time of year Е ; 
again. And what а year ә { n 
iis been. Scarcely had POLICE "ес BOX 
we recovered from last year's weird, с ДА === 
wonderful, doom-laden and unforgettably 1 
gothic Christmas Special, than we found 
ourselves embarking on an epic new series of 
twists, turns and game-changing cliffhangers 
Matt desperately striving ht thing, 
even if it meant being coldly ruthless, even with 
those he loves. Amy ning the hard way 
about childbirth, and fighting heroically to save 
that baby. Rory unceremo sly packed off to 
boarding school... but hey, we're not here to talk 
about The Archers. 
Yes, #5 Christmas once again in Doctor Who 
land. When the snowman brings the snow, 
and when Kate Bush takes time out of her 
busy schedule to shower us with fifty words 
for it, | think we can be quietly confident that 
December will be magic іп. And what could 
be more magical than the twirling bauble of 
festive f ity that is DWM's annual Christmas 
Quiz? But the excitement doesn’t stop there: we 
have prizes! As usual, the five highest-scoring 
entries will be rewarded with a year's free 
be in with 
t or email 
your answers to the address 
on pag апу marked 
F CHRISTMAS QUIZ’ on your 
" Е 7 ео ail subject 
7 x line, and not forgetting 
to include your postal 
address. The closing date 
is 5 January 2012, otherwise 
known as Twelfth Night 
Or what you will. 
1. Are you sitting 


mething nice, 
n self wit " 
EN urself with a bow! 
THE GREEK and let's get 
ТТЕ РИ cracking. And a very 


Merry Christmas to all 


of y hi ! 
uu connections 


What connects the following? (If you need a bit 
of help, you can find some extra clues upside- 
down at the bottom of the page.) 
ens, and no others 


PS. Yes, okay, | know they spell 
it Визи? in The Archers. Cut me 
some slack. It's Christmas! 


1:53mo итоа завап эні. 


FAMOUS LAST 
WORDS 


6 “You don't remember me." 
7 "Bring me death!" 

8 "Whatare you?" 

9 “Honey, there is nothing. 
10 "Actually, | feel fine." 


This isn't just the.2011 series: these could come 


from anywhere. The following are the first words 
spoken in which Doctor Who stories? 
"Not him again!" 
"Welcome back, sir. What's the news?" 
"What's wrong?" 
"He has a strange sickness." 
"Oh, thank heaven for that 


STAR TREKKIN’ 


16 


we've made it! 


Who joined the Doctor in “a beam-me-up teleport 
like you see in Star Trek"? 
Who thought she saw Ben in a 
Star Trek mask? 
18 Who thought whose spaceship 
was "very Spock"? 
19 Who was taught the three- 
fingered Vulcan salute by 
the Doctor? 
Who was asked for the Klingon Е 


17 


го 


word for “loser” 


This year's guest stars carry big-screen 

clout! In which films might you find 
The Interface married to a Comic Relief Doctor 
whose father is Dr Black? 
Henry Avery, Liz Ten and Don joble getting up to 
all manner of shenanigans on Hampstead Heath? 
The House stumping up a lot of money for the 
privilege of interviewing the Dream Lord's client? 
Canton Delaware suffering a notorious 
miscarriage of justice in which Rodrick and Lucius 
Petrus Dextrus are involved? 
Adelaide Brooke's husband working on a 
biography of Madame Kovarian's brother (who is 
auditioned by Cardinal Borusa and psychoanalysed 
by Dr Constantine)? 


HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT 


26 
27 


What was terrorising the local golf course? 
Which two towns both have a loca 
lad heading to the Olympics? 
What was made by Andrew Ritchie 
of Edinburgh? 

When did clubs turn into 
diamonds and back again? 

30 When did we hear the title of a 
William Hartnell episode, followed 
immediately by the title of a David 
Tennant episode? 


28 


29 


QUOTES OF THE YERR y 
41 "1 didn't see that reflection in the mirror as . 
me. It chilled me to the bone to be inside 
that creature. 
42 “When | saw the designs, | loved them in 
respect, apart from hump. | said, ‘I think 
the hump is dodgy’ мо 
43 “| really enjoyed Torchwood, because CHEATING! 


44 


46 


47 


48 


49 


“He was good to be with. 


Who 
story titles, and locate the spin-off 


Unscramble the nine Docto 


ouldn't 


which 


onus Бай 


for an obvious 


'oo hard 
numerical reason 
Rory got hornet 
Rory puffed theme 
Rory damp massif 
Rory botched the land ghou! 
Rory beg vehement fence 
Rory, a nude John Nettles sheet 
Когу5 diet fad: 9 pink blancmanges 


Rory became feet to the selfish gene 
Rory anaesthetises Matt, pants go honk 
Rory beheaded his left tonsil interface 


it encompassed all of my loves: sci-fi 
and swearing." 
“| remember Jon Pertwee's ruched shirts and 
slightly Liberace outfits, With the big hair. | 
adored it." 
45 “The group Van 
der Graaf Generator – 
| know everything 
about them. 
| could write 
а movie. But I 
can't really see a 
bidding war between 
Fox and Warner 
for that one." 
“This is somebody who's 
seriously deluded. It's 
interesting that he never 
went on to do anything 
You can use your ey 


5 


as ап actor. If you're behind 
ping-pong balls, it's hard 
to do much. There's 

no expression in a 
ping-pong ball.” 

“I'm always quick 

and efficient. Did I tell 

you | had Doritos 

for breakfast?” 


Absolutely wonderful 
Some people’s company 
is SO precious. He was one 


of them 
50“ just came іп 
and did ething 
It was a job 
And look 
where | am 
now. I'm 
very lucky. It's 
luck. That's not 
modesty. That's 
how it is." 
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Do you know your pilot fish from your flying 
sharks? Get stuck in to this Doctor Who puzzle! 


Donna Noble (3,7,5) 
Machine invented by Dr Judson (6) 

An astrologer (7) 

Michael director of The Space Pirates 
Stupid woman deceived by Charles Grover (4 
Key to ing one of the traps in the Death 
Zone (2) 

Alias of the Master (8) 


itviv 


Planet destroyed by the Master (6 

Amy feared her baby would have one (4,4) 
The second segment of the Key to Time (8) 
Colonel Manto: 
The 
(5,3 


for example (6) 


Master's TARDIS was disguised as this 


Security guard at the drilling project in 
Cwmtaff (2) 

- Roberts - actor who played the Master 
(4) 

The Third Doctor once described himself as 


an intergalactic (2-2 
Royal beast (7) 
Leader of the Brethren - Brother (6) 


One of theses was sung by Abigai 
fog Shark (1,9,5) 


to tame the 


Rory, for example (5) 
A Time Lord (3,5 

The Fourth Doctor once claimed he came 
from time (5) 
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favc e band (1,1,1 


as poiso! 


The chief obsession of 16 Down (3 


Production company that made the 60s 
s (4) 
Leader of the 


Dalek mov; 


olonian colonists - 


The 
Jackson Lake (3,4,6) 
Gatherer 4 
____ Morgus (4) 
The Doctor used or 
An alien encounterec 


e to defeat the Sycorax 


зу Elton Pope (4) 


She won a competition for a Christmas 


га 


Бопдау (4) 


One of these, disguised 
1A 
Device used by Ricks de (4) 

Ti 2007 Children in Need 


ta, kidnapped 


‘oss (8 


special (5) 
Wise woman on Deva Loka (5 


to keep up-to-date with the 
latest on-set action, exclusive 
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The Ultimate __ - working title for the final 
(3) 


a troubled 


Trial of a Time Li 
d the Doctor afte 


segment of Т? 


Drink that rev 
regeneration (3) 
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JUST FOR FUN! Who told the Tylers to look outside’? | Who almost got run over talking to Clyde? | Who employed the Runaway Bride? | Who was the woman in white at Rassilon's side? ANS 
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я Survey 20117 in th 


Give a mark out of 10 to each of the following stories from 
the last year’s worth of Doctor Who, with 10 meaning 
‘Amazing!’ and 1 meaning ‘Awful!’ But please remember... 
DON'T give different marks for each episode of a two-part 
stoy, we want your overall score, 

DON'T rank the stories in order of preference — you can give 
the same score to as many stories as you wish. 

DON'T just tick one box for your overall favourite. 


R Christmas Carol 

The Impossible Astronaut/Day of the Moon 
The Curse of the Black Spot 

The Doctor's Wife 

The Rebel Flesh/The Almost People 

В Good Man Goes to War 
Let's Kill Hitler 

Night Terrors 

The Girl Who Waited 

The God Complex 

Closing Time 

The Wedding of River Song 
The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe 


Nominate your favourite writer from this year's episodes. 
Choose from (A Christmas Carol, The Impossible 
AstronautiDay of the Moon, А Good Man Goes to War, Let's Kill 
Hitler, The Wedding of River Song, The Doctor, the Widow and 
the Wardrobe); (The Curse of the Black Spot); 
(The Doctor's Wife); (The Rebel 

Flesh/The Almost People); (Night Terrors); 

(The Girl Who Waited); (The God 
Complex); (Closing Time) 


Nominate your favourite director from this year’s episodes, 
Choose from (A Christmas Carol, The Impossible 
AstronautiDay of the Moon); (The Curse of the 


Black Spot, The Wedding of River Song); (The 

Doctor's Wife, Night Terrors); (The Rebel Flesh/ 

The Almost People); (A Good Man Goes to War); 
(Let's Kill Hitler); (The Girl Who 


Waited, The God Complex); (Closing Time); 
(The Doctor, the Widow and the Wardrobe) 


Nominate your favourite three quest performances by a 
male actor. Possible nominations include 


(Kazran), (Kazran), (Canton), 
(Nixon), (Doctor Shepherd), 
(Henry Avery), (Toby Avery), 
(Jimmy), (Buzzer), 
(Dicken), (Strax), 
(Dorium), (Manton), (Hitler), 


(Zimmerman), (Carter), 
(Alex), (George), 
(Howie), (Joe), (Gibbis), 
(Craig), (Churchill), 
(Cyril), (Droxil), (Reg) 


Please nominate your favourite three guest performances 
by a female actor. Possible nominations include 


(Abigail), (Kovarian), 
(Idris), (Jennifer), 
(Cleaves), (Lorna), (Jenny), 
(Vastra), (Mels), 
(Rita), (Nal), (Lily), 
(Madge). 


Give a mark out of 10 to all 41 episodes of Torchwood. 


Everuthing Changes 

Dou One 

Ghost Machine 
Cyberwoman 

Small Worlds 
Countrycide 

Greeks Bearing Gifts 
They Keep Killing Suzie 
Random Shoes 

Out of Time 

Combat 

Captain Jack Harkness 
End of Days 

Kiss Kiss, Bang Bang 
Sleeper 

To the Last Man 

Meat 

Adam 

Reset 

Dead Man Walking 

Я Day in the Death 
Something Borrowed 
From Out of the Rain 
Adrift 

Fragments 

Exit Wounds 

Children of Earth: Day One 
Children of Earth: Day Two 
Children of Earth: Day Three 
Children of Earth: Day Four 
Children of Earth: Day Five 
The New World 


Rendition у 
|_| Dead of Night рғ 
Escape to LR % 
The Categories of Life É 
The Middle Men 
Immortal Sins 
End of the Road 
The Gathering 
The Blood Line 


Give a mark out of 10 to all 27 stories from The Sarah Jane 
Adventures, with 10 being the highest score, and.) the lowest. 
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|__| Invasion of the Bane 
Revenge of the Slitheen 
Eye of the Gorgon 
Warriors of Kudlak 

| Whatever Happened to Sarah Jone? 
The Lost Boy 

The Last Sontaran 

The Day of the Clown 

Secrets of the Stars 

|__| The Mark of the Berserker 

The Temptation of Sarah Jane Smith 
Enemy of the Bane 

Prisoner of the Judoon 

The Mad Woman in the Attic 

The UJedding of Sarah Jane Smith 
The Eternity Trap 

Mona Lisa's Revenge 

The Gift 

The Nightmare Man 

The Vault of Secrets 
Death of the Doctor 

The Empty Planet 

Lost in Time 

Goodbye, Sarah Jane Smith 
Sky 

The Curse of Clyde Langer 
The Man Who Never Was 


Doctor Who Books: Fiction 


From this list of Doctor Who books published in 2011, give a 
mark out of 10 (1 meaning ‘Rubbish’, 10 meaning 'Brilliant!") 


Leave blank any you haven't read 


Hunter's Moon er Р 


The Way Through the Woods ie һ 
Dead of Winter Е 
Borrowed Time 

Paradox Lost 

Touched by an Angel 

Doctor Who and the Daleks 
Doctor Who and the Crusaders 
Doctor Who and the Cybermen 
Doctor Who and the Abominable Snowmen 
Doctor Who and the Auton Invasion 

Doctor Who and the Cave Monsters 

The Silent Stars Go By 

Heart of Stone/Death Riders 

The Good, the Bad and the Alien/System Wipe 
Rlien Rdventures 

Sightseeing in Space 


Doctor UJho Books: ñon Fiction 
Tell us your favourite three Doctor Who non fiction books 
published in 2011. Some suggestions include the following... 
The Dalek Handbook, Time Unincorporate Vol 3, Timelink 
Volumes 1 and 2, The Man Who Invented the Daleks 

(Terry Nation biography), Doctor Who: The Encyclopedia, 

The Brilliant Book 2012, Elisabeth Sladen: The Autobiography, 
The Big Finish Companion Vol 1. There were many others, of 
course, so feel free to nominate your own choices. 


1 1 
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Doctor Who Audio Dramas 
(Big Finish) 

From this list of Doctor Who audio dramas — and spin-off 
dramas - released by Big Finish in 2011, give each a mark out 
of 10, leaving blank any that you haven't listened to. 


The Crimes of Thomas Brewster 
The Feast of Axos 

Industrial Evolution 

Heroes of Sontar 

Kiss of Death 

Rot Trop 

Robophobia 

Recorded Time and Other Stories 
The Doomsday Quatrain 

House of Blue Fire 

The Silver Turk 

The Witch from the Well 

Army of Death 

Peri and the Piscon Paradox 
The Perpetual Bond 

The Forbidden Time 

The Sentinels of the New Dawn 
Ferril's Folly 

The Cold Equations 

Tales from the Vault 

The Rocket Men 

The Memory Cheats 

The Many Deaths of Jo Grant 
The First Wave 

Beyond the Ultimate Adventure 
Prisoner of the Sun 
Lucie Miller 

To the Death 

Thin Ice 

Crime of the Century 
Animal 

Earth Rid 

The Elite 

Hexagora 

The Children of Seth 
Gallifrey IV 

Jago and Litefoot: Series Three 

The Companion Chronicles: The Specials 
Short Trips - Volume И 

Short Trips - Volume III 

Short Trips - Volume IV 

The Five Companions 

Bernice: Epoch 


Doctor Who Audio Releases 
(RudioGO) 

From this list of Doctor Who, Torchwood and Sarah Jane 
Adventures audios, released by AudioGO during 2011, give 
each a mark out of 10, leaving blank any that you haven't 
listened to. 


BATARE AT 


Genesis of the Daleks 
The War Games 
Inferno 

The Ribos Operation 
The Stones of Blood 
Ghost Light 

Daleks: The Chase 
Еогу "гот the Deep 
Тһе Gemini Contagion 
The Hounds of Artemis 
Eye of the jungle 
Blackout 

Serpent Crest 1: Tsar Wars 

Serpent Crest 2: The Broken Crown 

Serpent Crest 3: Aladdin Time 

Serpent Crest 4: The Hexford Invasion 
Serpent Crest 5: Survivors in Space 

The BBC Radio Episodes « 

The Lost ТУ Episodes - Collection Three 

The Sarah Jane Adventures: Children of Steel 
The Sarah Jane Adventures: Judgement Day 
Torchwood: Department X 

Torchwood: Ghost Train 

Torchwood: The Lost Files 
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Favourite Release of 2011 


From the following list of Doctor Who, Torchwood and Sarah 
Jane DVDs, released in 2011, give your top three favourites: 


A Christmas Carol, Meglos, The Mutants, The Ark, Mara Tales 
(je KindalSnakedance), Revisitations 2 (je The Seeds of Death/ 
Carnival of Monsters/Resurrection of the Daleks), Planet of the 
Spiders, Mannequin Mania (е Spearhead from SpacelTerror of the 
Autons), Frontios, Earth Story (ie The Gunfighters!The Awakening), 
Paradise Towers, The Sun Makers, Day of the Daleks, Series 6 — 
Part 1, Colony in Space, Series 6 — Part 2, Torchwood: Miracle 
Day, Torchwood: Series 1-4, The Sarah Jane Adventures; The 
Complete Fourth Series, Doctor Who: The Complete Sixth Series. 


1 , ‘SS 
2 

3 

Favourite Special Feature 


Choose your three favourite bonus features from any of the 
DVDs listed above, 

1 | 

2 
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Favourite Regular Issue 
What were your favourite three issues of DWM from 2011? 
Choose from issues 430-442 inclusive. 


1 2 3 
Favourite Special Edition 


What was your favourite Special Edition of DWM? Choose 
from Special Editions 28 (The Sarah Jane Companion - 
Volume Two), 29 (The Eleventh Doctor - Volume Three), and 
30 (The Eleventh Doctor — Volume Four). 
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Favourite Cover 


What were your favourite three DWM covers from 2011? 
Choose from issues 430-442 and Special Editions 28-30. 


1 2 3 
Favourite Comic Strips 


Give a mark out of 10 to each of the following DWM comic 
strips published during 2011... 


The Screams of Death (430-431) 

Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night (432) 
Forever Dreaming (433-434) 

|__| Apotheosis (435-437) 

The Child of Time (438-441) 


Favourite Interview 


Nominate your favourite 2011 DWM interviews. Choose from: 


Matt Smith (430), Karen Gillan (430), Toby Haynes 

(430), Nicola Bryant & Nev Fountain (430), Mark Gatiss 
(431), Janet Fielding (431), David Tennant (432), Toby 
Whithouse (432), Andrew Smith (432), Steven Moffat 
(433), Geoffrey Beevers (433), Neil Gaiman (434), Hugh 
Bonneville (434), Alex Kingston (435-436), Suranne Jones 
(435), Trevor Baxter & Christopher Benjamin (435), David 
Tennant (436), Albert Welling (438), David Walliams & 
Matt Smith (438), Jane Espenson (438), Bill Pullman (438), 
Tom Price (438), Gareth Roberts (439), David Walliams 
(439), Tom MacRae (439), Elisabeth Sladen (440), Brian & 
Sadie Miller (440), Tom Baker (440), David Tennant (440), 
Matt Smith (440), Marcus Wilson (441), Steve Hughes 
(441), Bill Bailey (442), Arabella Weir (442), Maurice Cole 
(442), Holly Earl (442), Alexander Armstrong (442). 
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Favourite Special Feature 
From the following list of DWM special features published in 
2011, please list your three favourites: 


Licence 2|entertain! (430), 40 People Every Doctor Who 
Fan Should Follow on Twitter (430), Come Fly With Me! 
(The Doctor Who Experience, 431), To the Death! (The 
Eighth Doctor Audio Adventures, 431), Gallifrey & Beyond 
(Gallifrey IV, 432), The Watcher's Guide to the Master 
(432) Keeping it Confidential (Doctor Who Confidential, 
433), 21 Years іп the Making! (The Lost Stories — The 
Seventh Doctor, 433), Astral America! (The Impossible 
AstronautiDay of the Moon, 434), Elisabeth Sladen 
Obituary (435), Sins of the Flesh! (The Rebel Flesh/The 
Almost People, 435), Splendid Chap... All of Him (Nicholas 
Courtney tribute, 436), Remembering Nicholas Courtney 
(436), The Last Post (Nicholas Courtney profile, 436), Alive 
and Kicking! (Torchwood Miracle Day, 437), The Doctor 
Needs You! (A Good Man Goes to War, 437), Voice of 

the Daleks (Roy Skelton Obituary, 437), Making a Noise! 
(Big Finish at 150, 437), Dawn of a New Day (Day of the 
Daleks: Behind the Scenes on the DVD Special Edition, 438), 
Another 40 People Every Doctor Who Fan Should Follow 
on Twitter (438), Favourite Worst Nightmare (The God 
Complex, 439), Regenerate and Carry On (Let's Kill Hitler, 
439), Remembering Elisabeth Sladen (440), The Last 
Sarah Jane Adventures (440), The Doctor's Best Friend 
(Elisabeth Sladen profile, 440), 2nd Helping (Serpent Crest, 
441), Analytical... Inspirational... Confidential! (Doctor 
Who Confidential, 441), Thé DWM Review of 2011 (442), 
The Watcher's Guide to Christmas (442). 


3 
Favourite Regular Features 


Please give the rgular sections of DWM a score out of 10 (10 
meaning ‘love it!“ and 1 meaning ‘hate it!’) 


Production notes 
Gallifrey Guardian 
Public Image 
Beyond the TRRDIS 
Episode Previews 
Galaxy Forum 

The Comic Strip 
The Fact of Fiction 
The DWM Review 
Countdown to 50! 
The Time Team 

A Battle of Wits 
Crossword 
Competitions 
Coming Soon... 
Wotcha! 


БЕНИ ЕЕЕ ЫР 


And Finally... 


FAVOURITE DOCTOR 


We want to know your top three favourite Doctor Whos! 
Name your favourite Doctors, in order of preference, below... 


TOM BAKER | 
AUDIO EPISODE 
DOWNLOAD! 


"HITLER DIRECTOR 
RICHARD SENIOR! 


THE DOCTOR, THE WIDOW ANG 
THE WARDROBE NEW EARTH 
THE UNDERWATER MENACE 
LOVE в MONSTERS + MUCH MORE! 
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Discover the behind-the-scenes secrets of the latest episodes of Doctor 

Who, in the brand new DWM Special Edition! Researched and compiled by 
Andrew Pixley, packed with previously unpublished photos, day-to-day details 
of Doctor Who's production, and thousands of fascinating new facts — this is 
the essential guide to the smash hit BBC One series! 


The Doctor Who Companion: The Eleventh Doctor Volume Four contains 
amazing in-depth articles on The Rebel Flesh/The Almost People, À Good 
Man G Nar, r, Night T s and The 

as well as the mini adventure made for The Natic 


THE DOCTOR WHO COMPANION: THE ELEVENTH DOCTOR VOLUME 4 
OUT NOW AT ЕНІ AND ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS, PRICED £4.99 


A HISTORY OF DOCTOR WHO IN 100 OBJECTS... 


The page that can punch a fist-sized 
hole in six-inch armour plate, or take the" 


crystals from a snowflake one by one. 
Compiled by 
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A NICE CUP OF TEA 

Professor Chronotis is forever 
offering one. Sergeant Benton specialises in 
a hot, sweet one. Sarah Jane Smith could 
murder one. And the newly regenerated 
Tenth Doctor is brought back to life by one. 
“A super-heated infusion of free radicals 
and tannins!” he declares in The Christmas 
Invasion. “Just the thing for healing the 
synapses!" 

You could spend a long time scouring the 
history of Doctor Who before you found 
anything more profoundly and consistently 
emblematic of the show's values than a nice 
hot cup of tea. It's a social lubricant, a 
reviver, a healer in times of strife. As London 
quakes beneath alien rule in The Dalek 
Invasion of Earth, Barbara Wright busies 
herself making tea for the embattled rebels, 
a point tellingly underlined in the. 
novelisation: "The typically English response 
to any crisis, thought Barbara with a smile as 
she poured water into a chipped china 


7% 


LISTEN, JOHN, Т KNOW 
те CHRISTMAS, вит тм 
NOT HAPPY WITH THESE 
DEELY-BOPPERS! 
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teapot.” It's a sentiment that 
continues to ring true decades 
later: "I'm British — it's how we 
cope with trauma," observes 
Rita as she makes tea for the 
Doctor in The God Complex. 
But there's more to it than 
that. In the Doctor's universe, a cup of 
tea is an indicator of civilisation, of decency, 
of humanity. It's the promise of tea that 
snaps Martha Tyler from her post-traumatic 
trance in Image of the Fendahl, and drags 
the Brigadier back from his reverie in 
Mawdryn Undead. In the closing scene of 
The Talons of Weng-Chiang, Professor 
Litefoot's attempt to educate Leela in the 
social niceties of tea-drinking offers ап 
entertaining perspective on the cosmic gulf 
that separates them. Even amid the squalid, 
dehumanising horrors of the trenches in The 
War Games, reassuring mugs of tea are 
pressed into our heroes’ hands. 
In Genesis of the Daleks, the Doctor wryly 
notes to Harry that no offer of tea is 
forthcoming in the Kaled bunker, and in 
Victory of the Daleks he makes precisely 
the same point to the multi-coloured 
descendants of Davros’ progeny. Winston 
Churchill's Ironsides glide about the War 
Room chirpily offering cups of tea, and the 
incongruity is only funny because it 
Underlines the horror of the flipside: this is 


the precise opposite of how Daleks are 
supposed to behave. The new Dalek 
Paradigm is having none of it, 
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his Jammie 
Dodger without 


leaving a disgruntled N 
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Doctor to scoff 
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If Christmas is a time for 
celebration, then being selected 
to populate the background in 
the snowy, twinkly, happy- 
ending scene of a Doctor Who 
Christmas Special is surely a 
time for utter euphoria, This 
month’s remarkable double- 
act evidently thought so 
anyway. We're at the end of 


of the Powell Estate are piling down the 
stairs and rushing outside to watch the 
gossamer flakes of the incinerated 
Sycorax flutter prettily down to planet 
Earth, Foremost among the throng is an 


get-go by the chap's garish red zig-zag 


a Christmas present). We first spot them 
at about 55:18 as they emerge into the 


an open-mouthed wonderment which 
even the harshest critic wouldn't dare to 
describe as underplayed. A few seconds 
later we cut to a different shot and — oh 


onn е әле sioqo su 'y jequnu ol г 


The Christmas Invasion, and the denizens 


adorable couple, easily identified from the 


pullover (| think we can safely assume it's 


great outdoors, gazing heavenwards with 
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THE POLLY AND THE IVY 


HAVE YOURSELF A PERI 
LITTLE CHRISTMAS. 


IN THE BLEAK MISS WINTERS. 
QUARK! THE GERALD TAYLORS SING 
IN DULKIS JUBILO 


an accompanying cuppa. The 
crucial point isn’t that Daleks 
don't serve tea: it's that, 
dehumanised monsters that 
they are, Daleks fundamentally 
don't get tea. And in the 


á 
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Doctor's scheme of things, DALEK CUTAWAY IN A MANGER 
P 4 | SAW DADDY WATCHING 
nish sagging rra pore GI M 
gr T ayek comi AN chisel ; DELE es 
P . WHEN АМ ЕМРТҮ CHILD IS BORN 


the Doctor's appreciation of tea sets him 
apart from his own people. In The Ribos 
Operation, he's less interested in Romana's 
qualifications than in whether she can make 
tea (“They don't teach you anything useful at 
the academy, do they?"), and when Gallifrey 
is threatened by a race of telepathic aliens in 
The Invasion of Time, the Doctor exposes 
Borusa's mental weakness by unexpectedly 
chucking tea into the conversation. “Tea?” 
echoes the nonplussed Chancellor. "Genus 
Camellia in dried form? What's that got to do 
with the threat from the Vardans?” But that's 
precisely the Doctor's point. "You're right," 
realises Borusa. “1 wouldn't last a moment, 
My mind is too easy to read.” Thus tea comes 
to represent the vital spontaneity that the 
Doctor has always championed. And thus, in 
the closing moments of The Awakening, the 
Doctor's unappetising description of tea as 
^a noxious infusion of oriental leaves 
containing a high percentage of toxic acid" 
is promptly subverted by the pay-off: 
"Personally, | rather like it!" 


I'M DREAMING OF A WHITE ROBOT 


THE OF 


DELUSION 


Answer revealed at the bottom of the page. Oh yes it is! 


During the 1980s, Doctor Who 
producer John Nathan-Turner 
regularly cast the show's willing stars 
in regional Christmas pantomimes. The 
Hampshire location filming for Revelation 
of the Daleks was arranged around the 
fact that Colin Baker and Nicola Bryant 
were busy appearing in Cinderella at 
Southampton's Gaumont Theatre. 
In 1973 John Nathan-Turner wrote 
and directed a production of 
Cinderella at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
The cast included Judi Dench, Peter O'Toole 
and Bernard Lee. 
Over Christmas 1966, just after 
leaving Doctor Who, William Hartnell 
starred as Buskin the Cobbler in a touring 
pantomime production of Puss in Boots. 
He wasn't in the best of health and his 
performance was poorly received, The 
Stage describing him as ‘little heard and 
little used’. 
In 1974 the famously theatre-shy 
Patrick Troughton made a rare 
foray into pantomime, as King Rat in 
Dick Whittington at the West Yorkshire 
Playhouse. The role of Alice Fitzwarren 
was played by future Harriet Jones star 
Penelope Wilton, 
lan Liston, esteemed by fans of The 
Armageddon Factor for his immortal 
delivery of the line "Young men are dying 
for it!" now runs a well-known pantomime 
production company called Hiss & Boo, 
When Dalek operator Nicholas Pegg 
wrote and directed a new adaptation 
of Peter Pan for Nottingham Theatre Royal 
starting John ‘Boycie’ Challis as Captain 
Hook, he surreptitiously incorporated some 
of Scorby's lines from The Seeds of Doom 
into Challis’ dialogue. Nobody noticed. 


) IN A NUTSHELL: Wake 
% up and smell the coffee. 

77 (Не does that too, actually, 
In Planet of the Spiders.) 


look! - they emerge through the same 
doors for a second time. But hey, that's 
not their fault. In the next shot, they 
cannily bide their time until the camera 

is ready to pan from Rose to Jackie, and 
then with split-second precision they run 
across the background so that it looks 

as if the camera is following them. 

The coup de grace arrives as we switch 

to a lofty crane shot and, as the four 
principals get on with their dialogue, 

our two glorious extras embark on a 
huge, twirly, outrageously upstagey 
spinning-around dance in the background. 
French and Saunders, eat your hearts out. 
Massive applause. 


зшәшәр эн 


у uoismjeq JO savez хі әш — әлоде моц оц 
u :5н3М5МУ. 


эши әй чо J9PERISMAU FENN 9% SH 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


> Glide through the airs or dive underwater for the first time! 


> Discover new weapons to attack your friends! 
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